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FEATURED HOME

330 Huntington Rd.   Come see “Lake Living 
at its’ best” in this Custom Built home which has 
it all.  Great location, desired neighborhood, 
deep green water, covered slip dock with 
sundeck, front porch, expansive covered rear 
deck, fantastic views & much much more!!!  This 
4Bd/3Ba home was built with great attention to 
detail & offers a very “versatile” open split floor 
plan, two master suites, a workshop, cabinet 
lined garage, abundant storage space & a bonus 
room.  This is a home you will love living in!!!  

 $649,000
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By Susan Martin 

Relocating after retirement re-
quires a certain amount 
of research and planning. 
Recently two cities around 
Lake Hartwell were in-
cluded in two lists naming 
top retirement cities.

Where to Retire 
Magazine named Ander-
son as a low-cost city for 
retirement. Forbes.com 
included Clemson as an 
ideal retirement city. 

“Once a year, we pro-
file cities that are low-cost, 
or that are bargains in 
terms of real estate,” said 
Annette Fuller, editor of 
Where to Retire Magazine.

“We research cost-
of-living statistics, provided by munici-
palities and sources such as C2ER, that 

are a weighted composite of expenses 
including groceries, housing, transpor-
tation and utilities.” 

Fuller said her team compiled a 
list of 57 cities that had an overall cost-

of-living index of less than 90, based on 
the U.S. average of 100. 

“We narrowed our list further by 

choosing cities with even lower scores 
and evaluating each finalist’s overall tax 

picture,” she said. “Then, we looked at 
livability, from nice downtowns to nat-
ural beauty. Our eight cities emerged, 

with populations rang-
ing from roughly 27,000 
(Anderson, SC) to 118,000 
(Norman, OK).”

 William P. Barrett 
with Forbes.com said he 
has been doing retirement 
lists for Forbes for many 
years.

“We do several retire-
ment lists a year at Forbes,” 
he said, “usually a broad 
one that focuses on value, 
that was the one Clemson 
was on and several nar-
rower ones with a theme, 
like suburban or active re-
tirement.”

Barrett said Lake 
Hartwell definitely added to the appeal 

continued on page 4

Lake Hartwell Area Prime Retirement Location

By Susan Martin
Phase One construction of the 

new Green Pond Landing & Event 
Center, a Lake Hartwell project span-
ning seven years, is now complete.  
Matt Schell, Parks Department Man-
ager for Anderson County, is excited 
about the potential economic growth 
and notoriety the multi-million dollar 
project will bring for the area. 

Schell has overseen the Green 
Pond Landing Project since its begin-
ning. 

By Susan Martin
Professional fishermen from 

across the na-
tion will gather 
at the new multi-
million-dollar 
launch facil-
ity, Green Pond 
Landing on 
Lake Hartwell, 
for daily takeoffs 

in the GEICO Bassmaster Classic Feb-
ruary 20-22. Fishermen competing 
in the event qualified through vari-

ous Bassmas-
ter competi-
tions in 2014. 
They’ll bring 
their catches 
to Greenville 
for weigh-ins 
at the Bon Sec-

Green Pond Landing & Event 
Center Phase One  

Construction Complete

Popular Fishing Tournament Set 
to Open Green Pond Landing

continued on page 4 continued on page 5

For updates on current events join  
our facebook page.
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of Clemson. 
“Lake Hartwell was definitely a factor,” Fuller 

said about including Anderson in her list. “Living 
near water is important to so many people, as it 
gives them recreational opportunities like swim-
ming, fishing, and boating and also beautifies the 
area. Many people say living near water brings 
them peace and calm.”

Fuller said educational opportunities were 
another factor in including Anderson.

“Retirees love to continue taking classes and 
enjoy the cultural events, like concerts, speeches, 
and dramas that are sponsored by a great univer-
sity,” Fuller said referring to Anderson Univer-
sity and Clemson University. “Plus, the weather is 
mostly mild with snows that typically don’t last a 
long time: and summers that aren’t in the triple-
digit searing heat.”

Taxes were another reason Fuller’s team de-
cided to include Anderson as a top retirement city.

“Anderson has favorable sales tax, income 
taxes, property taxes and personal property tax-
es,” Fuller said. “Plus the median housing cost is 
$126,000.”

With a readership of 200,000 people, Fuller’s 
list told a lot of people about the Lake Hartwell 
area.

“Many people who are getting ready to retire 
said they appreciate us focusing on low-cost cities, 
as they are trying to gauge where to live to keep 
costs in check,” Fuller said. “Some were not famil-
iar with Anderson, but they are now.”

For more information, go to: www.whereto-
retire.com and  http://www.forbes.com/pictures/
mjf45hfje/abilene-tx/  <

Lake Hartwell Area Prime Retirement Location  –  
continued from page 1

Popular Fishing Tournament Set to Open Green Pond Landing – 
continued from page 1
ours Wellness Arena, recognized by the enter-
tainment industry as one of the top 50 venues 
in the world. The Bassmaster Classic Expo pre-
sented by Dick’s Sporting Goods, the consumer 
show held concurrently with the competition 
days, will be at the 280,000-square-foot TD Con-
vention Center in Greenville.

“We are thrilled that the Bassmaster Clas-
sic has chosen to return to South Carolina and 
selected Greenville for their 2015 location,” said 
Governor Nikki Haley. “It’s truly a great a day in 
South Carolina, and now millions of people will 
get to see why our beautiful state continues to 
attract topnotch sporting events.”

Bruce Akin, CEO of B.A.S.S, Bass Anglers 
Sportsman Society, said the Classic will be a first 
class sporting event.

“I was able to visit the Green Pond Land-
ing site recently during a visit to Lake Hartwell,” 
Akin said.  “All of us at B.A.S.S. were very im-
pressed with the facility and especially the gor-
geous view.”

“The morning takeoff ceremonies for the 
GEICO Bassmaster Classic have become ex-
tremely popular with our fans in recent years,” 
Akin said.  “We’re ecstatic to have a first-class 
landing complex that will accommodate the 
crowds. It’s also great to know that recreational 
anglers as well as tournament professionals will 
be able to enjoy the Green Pond Landing for 
years to come.”

 The Bassmaster Classic last came to the 
area in 2008. In the past four years, the Classic 
an average of more than 100,000 fans have at-
tended one or more venues of the event, which 
is frequently known as the “Super Bowl of Bass 
Fishing.”

  “Most of the comments we’ve heard about 
the Bassmaster Classic returning to Lake Hart-
well have come from the anglers and the fans 

who attend the event every year,” Akin said.  
“They’re all really looking forward to this year’s 
Classic. Most remember the enthusiastic crowds 
that showed up at the lake as well as the weigh-in 
and Classic Expo presented by Dick’s Sporting 
Goods in Greenville.”

“The pros like the way Lake Hartwell fish-
es,” Akin said. “They remember that Alton Jones 
of Texas needed almost 50 pounds of bass to win 
in 2008. That’s better than a 3-pound average per 
bass, which would be considered outstanding 
anywhere we might hold a tournament in Feb-
ruary.”

As one of the largest lakes in the Southeast, 
Hartwell attracts millions of visitors every year, 
according to the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
which manages the lake. Bordering Georgia and 
South Carolina on the Savannah, Tugaloo and 
Seneca rivers, the impoundment stretches 49 
miles up the Tugaloo and 45 miles up the Seneca 
at normal pool elevation. Hartwell comprises 
nearly 56,000 acres of water with a shoreline of 
962 miles, making it an ideal challenge for Clas-
sic anglers. Largemouth bass are abundant; the 
lake also holds spotted bass. 

“There couldn’t be a better location than 
Lake Hartwell for the 2015 Bassmaster Classic,” 
said Jennifer Norman, executive director of Visi-
tAnderson. “With Green Pond, our new mega-
ramp facility, our convenient location and our 
amazing bass fishing, the Bassmaster Classic will 
showcase all that our lake has to offer.” 

For more than 45 years, the 500,000-mem-
ber B.A.S.S. organization has served as the au-
thority on bass fishing. It advances the sport 
through advocacy, outreach and an expansive 
tournament structure while connecting directly 
with the passionate community of bass anglers 
through its Bassmaster media vehicles.  <
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Green Pond Landing & Event Center Phase One Construction Complete– continued from page 1
“Green Pond Landing has maintained a high 

level of integrity since its inception in 2007. The 
lakefront facility meets or exceeds ADA compli-
ance while now offering the three deepest launch 
lanes (capable of handling 33’ of water fluctua-
tion), longest courtesy dock, and largest parking 
capacities on the 56,000-acre fishery,” he said.  

All the while, Anderson County is still pur-
suing additional funds and remaining hopeful to 
expand the already premier facility in 2015 with 
additional improvements. 

The project began as an Anderson County 
initiative in 2007 along with three other lake and 
river projects.  

“In 2009 Anderson County refined, further 
developed, and formally submitted to the Lake 
Hartwell Natural Resource Trustees two water-
based recreation projects for incorporation and 
acceptance into the Recreational Fishing Compen-
sation Plan,” Schell said. “One was Green Pond and 
the second was Brown Road (an ADA fishing pier 
installation).  Both would secure funding in the fi-
nal Recreational Fishing Compensation Plan.” 

Schell said Anderson County was proactive 
in helping to determine opportunities for courses 
of action and fund usage as well as local, State, 
and Federal partnerships to further the end-goal. 

 “Green Pond by far required the greatest 
depth-of-discovery however held the greatest po-
tential fishery impact in the form of lake access 
as well as government and agency collaboration, 
and public support,” Schell said. “We performed 
multiple in-house studies, comprehensive assess-
ments and land models to determine the best lo-

cation for a single high capacity boat ramp facility 
on the shores of South Carolina.”

“Marine Specialties, Inc. played a very im-
portant role in the Green Pond Project,” said Tom 
Child, owner of Marine Specialties, Inc. “We 
worked with several engineers designing the dock 
and engineering the anchoring system.” Marine 
Specialties, Inc. is a 26-year-old company located 
in Anderson, South Carolina and specializes in 
marine construction.

Child said 
the most diffi-
cult part of the 
project was in-
stalling the an-
choring for the 
250’ x 8’ cour-
tesy dock.  

“The an-
choring had to 
be drilled into 
solid rock be-
neath the water,” he said.  “Some of the anchors 
are in 30 feet of water. We drilled 18 feet deep 
into the rock to set the anchor poles to support 
the boat dock.  This was accomplished with one 
of the largest barges on Lake Hartwell. “

Child and his team used a 100ft x 80ft wide 
barge to float a 80 ton crane reaching 100 feet 
into the air.  

“The crane was supporting a rock drill to 
drill 18 inch diameter holes in the lake bed,” he 
said. “The Mega Dock at Green Pond is designed 
to support the many exciting events soon to be 

held at the park.”
Phase One construction is complete in the 

$3.1 million dollar project. The official grand 
opening will be in February with the return of the 
Bassmaster Classic Fishing Tournament.

“This project will benefit local and visiting 
fisherman, boaters, area businesses, as well as 
neighboring counties in Upstate SC,” Schell said.  
“The average number of truck/trailer parking 
spaces on the shore of Anderson County was 16; 

a few of which 
offered no day 
use parking at all 
and/or were sea-
sonal.”

G r e e n 
Pond Landing 
& Event Center 
opened Decem-
ber 19th offering 
166 truck/trailer 
spaces along with 

113 single vehicle parking spaces.  Additionally, 
there was not one SC facility which previously pro-
vided ‘formal, large capacity parking accommoda-
tions to attract high profile tournaments or cater to 
multiple small to middle sized tournaments sched-
uled at the same time.  The Upstate economic im-
pact from the 2008 Bass Master Classic was an esti-
mated $16 - $19 million dollars.  Access to the lake 
has been limited in its parking sense along the I-85 
corridor and Anderson area exits.  The most heav-
ily used facilities are those with the closest proxim-
ity to major infrastructure, which typically become 

crowded and filled up quickly.  Green Pond Land-
ing & Event Center is located within four miles of 
Exit 14 and eight miles from Exit 19.  

“The location will also allow us to partner 
with the marina or other nearby facilities to host 
larger boat-count tournaments,” Schell said, “be-
coming a greater destination fishery and facility 
than currently realized.”

Schell oversees 38 county-leased or county-
owned parks.

Green Pond Landing & Event Center’s Phase 
One Development included the following scope 
of work.
•  3 fully functional / ADA accessible deep water 

launch lanes
• 1 ADA accessible 250’ground-out courtesy 

dock system
• 7 ADA accessible combination vehicle spaces
• 82 paved combination vehicle spaces
• 84 gravel combination vehicle spaces
• 113 gravel single vehicle parking spaces
• Circulation path from parking areas to boat 

ramp
• Perimeter road throughout site
• Breakdown and tie-down lanes along the pe-

rimeter road
• Retaining walls and rough grading of entire 

site to include:
• Grading for future bathroom, park amenities, 

and amphitheater
• Grading for future ADA accessible multi-use 

path <
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By Pete McDonald, Illustration by 
Radio, reprint from Boating World’s 

Largest Powerboat Magazine

I stood on the dealership floor admiring my 
prospective dreamboat, a 23-foot center console. 
The 250 hp outboard hanging off the deep-V 
hull called out to me; I could envision barreling 
out of the roughest of inlets on the hunt for tro-
phy fish. I boarded and positioned myself on the 
raised casting platform at the bow and imagined 
fighting a 40-pound striped bass, ready to work 
it back to the cockpit. I was sold, and the dealer 
could see it in my eyes. Then my wife spoke.

“Where does the table go?”
The dealer’s triumphant smile turned and 

he mumbled, “This model has no table pedestal.”
Time to move on.
The wife and I have some vastly different 

ideas of what makes the perfect boat. I want to 
fish. All the time and every day. But with the ma-
jor expense involved, coupled with our expand-
ing family, it’s not just about me. We need a boat 
that keeps the better half, and the kids, involved 
too. As the old saying goes, when Mama’s happy, 
everybody’s happy. Keep reading for some dia-
logue that shows our difference in priorities in 
our recent search for a new boat, and the path to 
perfect compromise.

What He Wants
I’m a coastal light tackle and fly fisherman 

at heart. I want a boat that serves as a stable cast-
ing platform in the waves with as few obstruc-
tions that impede fishing as possible. I believe 
you can tow kids behind anything, and that 
beanbags make perfect cockpit seats. Strip it 
down, make it tough and rugged, and point me 
to the inlet.****

The Hull
I like a deeper V and narrower beam for 

slicing through waves in the inlet, but I also like 
the variable deadrise design, which makes for a 
sharper entry, but with a shallower, more stable 
V aft.****

The Console
It’s narrow with lots of walk-around room 

to either side. Simple and clean with plenty of 
space to mount electronics. A T-top or Bimini 
just gets in the way of casting. Shade? We can all 
wear sun buffs and SPF 30.****

Stowage
I want insulated fish boxes and inwale rod 

racks as well as tackle drawers and places to stow 
the cast net, chum bucket and various other ac-
coutrements.****

The Power
I want an outboard so I can trim it out of 

the water when the boat is sitting in its slip, and 
it’s not soaking in salt water. Plus, care and main-
tenance are relatively simple.****

The Transom
I don’t want too much hardware back there 

that interferes with fighting fish around the mo-
torwell or adds drag.****

The Head
We don’t need a head on board. Heads al-

ways stink and someone needs to clean it. Just 
go over the side. I want the center console to be 
storage****

The Deck
I like recessed cleats and wide gunwale top-

sides with nonskid.****

The Bow
The nonslip deck, recessed safety rails and 

well-placed grab handle are perfect for wedging 
in and casting or fighting fish from the bow in a 
rough sea.

His Inspiration: Jones Broth-
ers Cape Fisherman 23

The Jones Brothers Cape Fisherman 23 is a 
22-foot-8-inch boat with an 8-foot beam. It has 
a variable deadrise hull with a 56-degree angle at 
the bow for wave slicing that tapers to 12 degrees 
at the transom for stability. It is a coastal fishing 
machine with attributes centered around the pis-
catorial. jonesbrothersmarine.com

What She Wants
I want a boat we can bring the kids on, 

where they will be comfortable and have fun. 
This is a family platform, or a way to take friends 
out to have drinks and dinner and look at all 
the beautiful waterside houses. I don’t want to 
sit around all day watching my husband try to 
catch fish.****

Entertainment Center
A wet bar with a sink, a counter and a cool-

er is important to me. I like having a place to put 
trash. I can live without an optional fridge, but 
putting one in would really sweeten the deal for 
me.****

The Helm
I want it to be comfortable with an ad-

justable seat so I can drive too. I need a stereo 
somewhere on board so we can play music, and I 
want a real windshield so we don’t get constantly 
blasted going fast****

The Top
I want a Bimini or a hardtop, something 

that gives us shade on a really hot day. I don’t 
want our kids frying in the sun all day like little 
bacon wraps.****

Power
The boats with the best layout for families 

have sterndrives. I like that you can’t see the en-
gine. Outboards are ugly.****

The Swim Platform
I want a place the kids can sit when getting 

in and out of the water, with a really good lad-
der so they don’t have to climb over the side. We 
need a place for a tubing line and where we can 
board without stepping on the seats.****

Head
Don’t even think about showing me a boat 

without the option for a pump-out head; we 
girls don’t like going over the side. I don’t want a 
port-a-potty; the thought of cleaning one takes 
the fun out of a day on the water. We are not ex-
hibitionists; we need a light and room to change 
in there.****

The Deck
I like big cleats that are easy for me to tie 

the line around. I like a side-boarding spot so 
it’s easy to step on and off at the dock, and I like 
plenty of handles to grab onto so we don’t fall 
under way.****

Bow Cockpit
I want a table where we can serve lunch, 

seats where we can all fit and drink holders. The 
sun pad insert is a must so I can lie out and catch 
rays.****

Windlass
I want an automatic anchor so I can drop 

and raise it with the push of a button if I’m some-
times using the boat alone.

Her Inspiration: Cobalt 242
Cobalt packs serious features into the 

23-foot-11-inch by 8-foot-6-inch bowrider, with 
plush well-positioned seating, a rear-facing sun 
pad on the engine box and a standard extended 
swim platform. The Kevlar-reinforced hull fea-
tures first-rate construction, and upgrades in-
clude a porcelain pump-out toilet. cobaltboats.
com

What They Got
Every marriage involves give and take, and 

there are times when drawing a line in the sand 
will leave your family bitter and boatless. If the 
better half really wants to be involved in the de-
cision, there are boats on the market that can 
please both parties. Nothing’s perfect, but cer-
tain boats can best satisfy everyone’s needs.****

Hull
The dual console design marries some of 

the runabout style with a more fishing-friend-
ly V hull. For boaters in rougher waters in the 
saltwater environment, it might be a choice that 
satisfies both, particularly if it is built by a hard-
core fish-boat builder like Pursuit, Grady-White, 
Edgewater or Scout.****

Hardtop
More masculine and durable than a folding 

Bimini, so it provides the requested shade. The 
piping also allows for extra rod stowage and may 
serve as a tow tower and as a mounting bar for 
spreader lights and antennas.****

Transom
Even with an outboard, the design allows 

for two small swim platforms to either side. 
There’s less room to sit while donning skis, but 
it’s decent water access for a fishing boat.****

Power Compromise
Outboard pleases the husband, yet once she 

hears how quiet and sees how smokeless four-
stroke outboards are, the wife should change her 
tune.****

Bow
Runabout-style seating with a sun pad 

filler cushion and a table, but you can remove 
the cushions for a nonskid elevated casting plat-
form. ****

Windshield
Full-on windshield meets the wife’s wind 

protection requirements, but that — along with 
the tower — compromises full 360-degree fish-
ing. ****

Head
The private head has enough space to dou-

ble as a changing room/baby napper, with the 
option for a full pump-out head. But that comes 
at a price. Compromise cost: The pump-out 
head with a macerator is typically a $1,500 op-
tion, or $2,800 if you want a porcelain toilet.****

Transom Seating
Cushioned benches fold down and out of 

the way when fishing.

Perfect Compromise: Scout 
245 Dorado

This 24-foot-5-inch by 8-foot-6-inch dual 
console combines an offshore hull with a family-
friendly layout. Six stainless-steel rod holders 
come standard, as do six stainless cup holders, so 
it can meet several missions. An entertainment 
center sits aft of the helm, and Flexiteek looks 
sharp on swim platforms. scoutboats.com  <

How to Buy a Boat (With Your Wife) 
Men and women view boat buying differently, so learn to compromise (Or Don’t).
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Polar Plunge to Benefit Premature Babies
By Susan Martin

Plunging into lake water in early February 
may seem extreme, especially when the average 
water temperature registers from 44 to 48 degrees.

Grace Cromer, Miss Electric City Teen 2015, 
plans to make an extreme plunge at Portman Marina 
on Lake Hartwell February 7 in the first annual 
Pennies4Preemies Polar Bear Plunge.  Registration 
begins at 9 am with the plunge at 10 am.

“This is the first time we have done The Polar 
Bear Plunge and hope to make it an annual event,” 
Cromer said. 

“The Polar Bear Plunge is open to anyone that 
wants to jump. To participate you raise a minimum 
of $25 for Pennies4Preemies or make a $25 donation. 
You not only get to jump into Lake Hartwell in the 
middle of winter; you also get a free t-shirt if you 
register by Feb 1st.”

Cromer will use the money raised from 
the plunge to help premature babies through her 
nonprofit organization Pennies 4 Preemies.

“I am a triplet,” Cromer said. “My brothers, 
Austin and Brady, and I were born three months 
premature.  We spent many weeks fighting for our 
lives.  I weighed just a little over a pound.  We spent 
many years in Occupational and Physical Therapy.  I 
started Pennies4Preemies as a way to give back.”

Pennies4Preemies received its nonprofit status 
in August of 2014.  

“We have a board of directors that is amazing,” 
Cromer said.  “We raise money and awareness about 
Pennies4Preemies.  We are able to take the money 
raised and donate not only to The Children’s Miracle 

Network Hospital but also are able to buy items such 
as baby formula, diapers, and medical equipment for 
families faced with premature birth and also for kids 
with special needs or illness.”

Local celebrities including doctors, dentists, 
attorneys, business owners, and beauty queens are 
jumping in with Cromer by committing to raising 
money and attending the event.

Admission is free for spectators. Cromer will be 
accepting donations of unopened baby food, diapers, 
and formula to be donated to Pennies4Preemies. 

“We are still looking for sponsors for the 
event,” Cromer said. “All money raised will go to 
support Pennies4Preemies.”

For more information or to register for the event: 
go to www.pennies4preemies.com. Email Cromer at 
pennies4preemies@yahoo.com or call 864-634-6524.  <

Photo: Miss Electric City Teen 2015, Grace Cromer



8                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 www.hartwelllakenews.com          Winter 2015HartwellLakeNews Lake Business/News



HartwellLakeNewsWinter 2015          www.hartwelllakenews.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 9Lake Business/News

Call For A Free Estimate 706-377-4891
Hartwell, GA 30643   Email: angiejohnson@jandsshoreline.com

www.jandsshoreline.com

SHORELINE 
RENOVATION!

• Dock Monitoring / Moving / Maintenance
• Mobile Dock Welding &
  Gangway Wheel Systems
• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading
• Lake Cove Dredging
• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation
• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair

Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock 
Available with Shoreline Steps

Tennessee Crab Orchard Steps Tennessee River RockConcrete Pathway &
TN Crab Orchard Steps

Dock Restoration
BEFORE AFTER

Granite Rip Rap 
& Granite Steps 

with Ramps

Booth 26 at the 
Greenville Boat Show

January  
22-25, 2015

Booth 212
January  

15-18, 2015
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Rowing Teams Make Annual Appearance on the Lake

Clemson Developing MS4 Program to 
Help Keep Hartwell Lake Clean

By R.V. Jackson

Clemson---If you have noticed some 
unusual looking long-boats gliding across the 
waters of Hartwell Lake, particularly around 
Clemson University, you are not alone.

People usually do a double-take when they 
first see the boats, which can be 55 to 60 feet 
long, moving swiftly over the lake while being 
propelled by rowing crews. Known as racing shells 
and coxswains the four to eight-person boats are 
made of carbon-fiber composites to make them 
lightweight and durable. The boats can cost tens 
of thousands of dollars each.

Each February and March hundreds of 
college students flock to the area in search of 
warm waters to practice their competitive rowing 

technique. Northern colleges such as Boston 
University, Syracuse, Purdue, Eastern Michigan 
and Michigan State descend on Hartwell for 
rowing competitions that last up to a week at a 
time. 

Kade Herrick, tourism director for the 
Clemson Area Chamber of Commerce, said as 
many as 750 individuals, both men and women 
athletes, fill-up local hotels while participating in 
the rowing exercises.

“The teams love to come here because we 
have miles of flat water,” Herrick said. The flat 
water of Hartwell Lake is also ice-free during 
a time when northern lakes are frozen over. 
Another draw is a close association with Clemson 
University and the state-of-the-art facilities on the 

university campus. Visiting rowing coaches have 
spread the word to their rowing friends about the 
quality of the Clemson area for winter rowing.

Herrick said the winter practice season 
kicks-off February 21 when Eastern Michigan 
comes to town. “After that it gets very busy. March 
sees a new set of teams about every week,” he said.

Even the military gets in on the action when 
the U.S. Coast Guard and West Point Military 
Academies bring their rowing teams to town.

Herrick said the economic impact of 
hosting the rowing teams brings over $1M to the 
local economy when food, transportation and 
accommodations are figured into the equation. 

Best viewing areas for seeing the rowers in 
action is near the Clemson Campus Beach (old 

YMCA beach area) or near Twelve Mile Beach 
Recreation Area off College Avenue in Clemson. 
The racing shells rarely get into the deep water 
in the main body of the lake in order to avoid 
motorized boat traffic.

Herrick said the Chamber is actively 
soliciting rowing teams from all over the country 
to visit Clemson and learn more about the 
benefits of team rowing training during the off 
season. Herrick may be reached at 864-654-1200 
for more details.

“This year the Saratoga Rowing Association, 
a non-college group, will join the other teams 
during informal events. Rowing just continues to 
grow on Hartwell Lake,” Herrick said.   <

By R.V. Jackson
Clemson---If you have noticed some 

unusClemson---Making sure runoff from parking 
lots and other paved areas does not carry pollutants 
into streams and eventually into Hartwell Lake has 
been tasked to the city of Clemson.

The city has initiated the Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) permitting process 
required by the South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control. Clemson 
residents will be asked to pick-up the tab for the 
estimated $400,000 project to map the city’s known 
3000 parcels with impervious surfaces. Paved areas 
prevent storm runoff from being absorbed into the 
ground and the runoff can flow directly into the 
lake. City Administrator Rick Cotton says in order to 
complete the task the city must hire at least two full-
time employees to manage and monitor the program.

The cost to residents will be reflected in either 
an increase in property taxes or a $3 to $4 increase 
in residential water utility rates and a $10 increase in 
commercial rates each month.

Polluted stormwater runoff usually moves 
through municipal storm sewer systems, known as 
MS4s and is discharged untreated into streams and 
lakes. To prevent pollutants from being introduced into 
an MS4, the federal Environmental Protection Agency 
began requiring municipalities to obtain a permit and 
develop stormwater management procedures. 

EPA regulations issued in 1999 require smaller 

MS4s in urban areas obtain permits for stormwater 
discharges. Clemson has recently been included in the 
Greenville Metropolitan Statistical Area and is now 
considered an urban area, making the city responsible 
for monitoring stormwater discharges. Each DHEC 
regulated MS4 is required to develop and implement 
a stormwater management program to reduce the 
contamination of stormwater runoff, which can 
contain automotive oil, pesticides and fertilizers. 

Contamination of Hartwell Lake is not a new 
concern. The continuing clean-up and monitoring 
of pollution from the old Sangamo Weston 
capacitor manufacturing plant in Pickens County, 
SC is a prime example of improper discharges into 
the lake. From 1955 until 1987 Sangamo Weston 
released PCB-laden wastewater into Twelve Mile 
Creek which eventually flowed into Hartwell 
Lake. The EPA designated the site for clean-up on 
the National Priorities list in 1990 because PCBs 
were showing-up is fish and sediment in the lake. 
According to EPA studies PCBs may cause cancer 
in humans along with reproductive and nervous 
system disorders.  As a result of the clean-up the area 
has been judged to not be a threat to anyone living 
and working in the area at present. Health officials 
continue to discourage eating fish taken from the 
Twelve Mile Creek area of Hartwell Lake.

The city is also in the process of replacing water 
and sewer lines that have outlived their usefulness. 
The replacement project will occur in two phases 
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Winter fishing the 
can be tough. Stripers 
and hybrids shut 
down when the water 
temperature dips into 
the mid-40s. Bass also 
slow down. If we have 
a mild winter, fishing 
can be good. Pick the 

warmer days before a front for the best fishing.
Winter is crappie time. Crappie bite good even in the coldest 

water. Crappie taste better in the cold water. Crappie are the best 
eating fish in the Lake. Crappie migrate into the major creeks in 
midwinter, in preparation for the spring spawn. They stage under 
deep docks and bridges first, then migrate further into the creeks 
as spring approaches. Tiny jigs and crappie minnows worked very 

slowly will catch plenty of crappie. I locate crappie with my side 
imaging sonar. Usually they are in large groups. If you catch one, 
there should be more.

By late February and throughout March, the stripers, 
hybrids, and bass become active again. This is my favorite time of 
the year. I love to catch lots of fish on small artificial’s in shallow 
water. The warmest water will be the shallowest. The best time of 
the day will be afternoons, as the water is the warmest. I like to 
fish the windblown banks in the major creeks and in the upper 
Lake River arms. I work very small flukes and jig heads slowly.

If you fish in the winter, don’t forget to wear a PFD, as 
hypothermia sets in quickly in the cold water. Your body can 
become numb in less than 1 min. If you are wearing heavy cloths 
and boots, can you get back into your boat? I put a ladder on the 
back of my boat. Be safe and enjoy our beautiful Lake.  <

By PRESTON HARDEN 
Professional Guide, Lake Hartwell
www.bucktailguideservice.com 

Above Photo: Nice striper caught on a 1/8th oz. jig and 
a tiny zoom fluke in 3 feet deep water early spring.

Fishing Forecast Winter to Spring

Polar Plunge for Domestic Violence
By Susan Martin

Domestic Violence affects one out of four women 
in the United States and often goes unreported. 

Jann Hall, Chairman of the Northeast Georgia 
Council for Domestic Violence (NEGACDV), 
invites Lake Hartwell area residents to participate 
in the 19th Annual Polar  Bear Plunge at Hartwell 
Marina on February 28.

“We see that the Polar Bear Plunge does create 
great community spirit when groups come together 
to have fun and help a great cause,” Hall said. 

Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. The costume 
lineup and plunge begins at 12:30 p.m.

Event organizers ask for a minimum donation 
of $150 to participate in the plunge.

“It’s easier than you think to talk people into 
donating money to get you to jump into freezing 
water,” Hall said. “Ask friends, family members and 
co-workers.  You will be amazed at how generous 
people can be.”

Check or money order for total donations 
collected is preferred.

“There will be prizes for costumes, the oldest 
Polar Bear jumping, the youngest Polar Bear jumping, 
and others as well,” Hall said. “There is a grand prize 
to the individual who collects the most money”

“The county that raises the most money 

through its Polar Bears will have the honor of 
showcasing the Polar Bear Trophy in their high 
school trophy cabinet.” Hall said.  “Let’s get some 
good healthy competition between the three 
counties: Elbert, Hart and Franklin. Will Hart 
County keep it again for a fourth year or will another 
county take it away for 2015?”

“Fundraisers are the only way of providing for 
the multiple needs of families that are not covered 
by grants,” Hall said.  “Things like housing expenses, 
rent, electricity, gas, etc..  When abused women 
are ready to leave shelter, our goal is to provide 
assistance for that.  Events such as the Polar Bear 
Plunge heighten the public awareness of Domestic 
Violence and provide an opportunity for community 
participation.  It also sends a very strong message to 
victims and children that their community really 
does care about them.” 

Hot dogs, chili and other food items will be for 
sale.

“Plan on making this a family event and have 
lunch with us,” Hall said.  “If you or someone you 
know is being abused please call the 24 hour hotline 
706-376-7111.”

For more information or to register, send an 
email to officemanager@negacdv.org or call the 
office at 706-377-4141.   <

and is funded with State Revolving Fund loans. 
City officials say most of the sewer lines selected for 
replacement were originally installed in the 1960s 
when subdivisions were built or when the original 
sewer system was installed in Clemson in 1963. The 

cost of the replacement project is $1,424,000. Among 
the areas chosen for line replacement that is currently 
underway are Folger Street, Valley View Drive, 
Camelot Subdivision, Clemson Downs to Ashley 
Dearing Park, Brookwood Drive and Tant Street.   <
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1138 Clearwater Shores  Truly a rare find on Lake Hartwell, 
a lakefront cabin located on an almost level lot with deep year 
round water just off the Tugaloo section of the lake, ( Buoy 
T 20 by water). The cabin is a modified/added on vintage 
camper in excellent condition. It is ready for you to enjoy the 
lake or remove & build your own dream home. A covered 
slip low maintenance dock is in place on the lake & the 
shoreline has over 200 feet of interlocking concrete retaining 
wall in place. Call today for details or arrange a showing. 

$249,500

310 Harbor Dr.  Great home that has been updated and 
ready to move in. This 3 bedroom 2 bath home is in an 
excellent location conveniently located near the Portman 
Marina & the 2 waterfront restaurants (The Galley & 
Nami’s). The home overlooks the marina & Lake Hartwell. 
Boat slips are available at the marina for you boat. Only 
minutes from I-85 and Anderson/Clemson Area. A must 
see to appreciate.  

$230,000

572 Foxy Lane   Looking for awesome water with a sandy 
beach in a serene setting on an oversized lot?  Well, call to 
see this 3 Bedroom 3 Bath  low maintenance home with 
hardwood cathedral ceilings.  Open floor plan on the main 
level.  A nice fireplace for those chilly evenings!  A huge 
screened in porch overlooking the lake & nature.  Close to 
the mountains.  Everyone can have their own space in this 
multi-level home.  It also offers a garage/workshop/storage 
area & its’ own private entrance to the lower living area. 

Price reduced to $299,000 

513 Shoal Creek Crossing A casual 3Bd./2Ba.  waterfront 
home which offers lake views from your family room, 
dining room, sunroom & large deck.  It has a large finished 
walk-out basement & a lower level garage.  You will enjoy 
the large covered dock which sits in deep water & a private 
gentle sloped lot.  Investors may be interested in its’ rental 
potential.  Conveniently located just off I-85. 

Reduced to sell @ $239,000

282 Falcon Dr. Perfect full time or 2nd home!  If you’re 
looking for a private lake neighborhood, a great lot & the 
convenience of the town of Hartwell (shopping & dining) 
only 5 minutes away, you need to come take a look.  This 
3Bd/2Ba brick home offers all this & has a partially finished 
walk-out basement with added potential. A large deck 
overlooks beautiful Lake Hartwell & your dock. 

Priced to sell at $299,000.

806 Dogwood Ln. Looking for a Lake Hartwell home fully 
furnished & waiting for you to enjoy the lake? This is it, located 
just off buoy T 14 on Beaver Creek by water & a short dive to 
I-85 & Anderson. This 3 BR/2BA home is a must see, the lake 
side of the home has a 12’ x 55’ 3 season room for entertaining 
or just relaxing. Enjoy the feeling of being outdoors with the 
“wall of glass doors” that you can open & feel the breeze off 
the lake. The dock is a double deck, double slip dock on deep 
year round water waiting for your boat or other water toys. Call 
today to arrange showing the home. $249,000

1065 Tranquility Ln. Just like the name implies a tranquil 
& private location on Lake Hartwell. The home has been 
completely renovated inside & out. New exterior siding, a 
new deck & a  cart path to the covered slip dock on the 
lake. Inside the home is COMPLETLY NEW, everything, 
including the interior walls, all cabinets, granite, tile & 
carpet floors, new baths.  If it is inside it is new. 

$335,990 OWNER WILL PAY 
CLOSING COST

149 Hickory Hill Ln.  Custom built home on Lake 
Hartwell, 5 BR/3BA with an open floor plan waiting for 
you! Walk into the first floor & experience casual lake 
living & great views. The master BR suite includes a private 
screen porch to enjoy the lake breeze & water views. A fully 
finished lower level includes a huge rec. room with a wet 
bar, 2 BRs & 2 “flex” rooms being used as BRs. Gentle walk 
to the lake & the double deck all aluminum dock. HUGE 
REDUCTION!! 

$425,000

240 Mount View Ln. Absolutely great Lake Hartwell 3 
BR/3BA home in move in condition just waiting for you to 
enjoy the lake. The home has been updated with new kitchen 
appliances, granite countertops, & carpet in the bedrooms. 
Enjoy a large lake side screen porch just off the main level of 
the home with great views of the lake & cool breezes. There is a 
covered patio located off the lower level as well for entertaining 
family & friends. A paved cart path is an easy walk or short 
ride to the covered slip dock waiting for your boat. Convenient 
to 1-85, Hartwell & Anderson.

  $375,000

 
330 Huntington Rd.   Come see “Lake Living at its’ best” 
in this Custom Built home which has it all.  Great location, 
desired neighborhood, deep green water, covered slip 
dock with sundeck, front porch, expansive covered rear 
deck, fantastic views & much much more!!!  This 4Bd/3Ba 
home was built with great attention to detail & offers a 
very “versatile” open split floor plan, two master suites, a 
workshop, cabinet lined garage, abundant storage space & a 
bonus room.  This is a home you will love living in!!!   

$649,000

664 Childress Dr. This “waterfront bundle of delight” 
offers an abundance of amenities & possibilities.  Begin 
with a luscious park setting on a level lot, walk down to 
the covered double slip dock in place which is equipped w/
lift, power & water.  Enjoy fantastic views from the home & 
the expansive rear decking.  The open floor plan creates a 
nice flow throughout. Storage is abundant.  A big plus is the 
garage apartment which is ideal for guests or in-laws.  Great 
neighborhood & convenient location.   

Reduced over $45,000 to $395,000

116 Laurel Ln.  Lake Hartwell home has a private setting in Port 
Laurel subdivision only minutes from I-85 & Anderson. A deep 
water location on the Seneca River w/great lake views & an easy 
walk from home to covered slip dock. Open floor plan offers 
ease of access to the living room, kitchen, den & dining rooms. 
Oversize master is on main floor, with large full bath, sitting 
area, private sunroom that opens on to the deck overlooking the 
lake. Lower level has a large rec. room w/ wet bar, 2 bedrooms, a 
flex room used as a bedroom & 1 ½ baths. Home is being offered 
mostly furnished. Call today to arrange a showing.

  $480,000
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33 Harbor Gate   Beautiful lakefront condo on the main 
level in this Gated Residential Community.  This lovely 2 
bedroom unit is spacious & well maintained.  The balcony 
is new & offers great views of Lake Hartwell.  It is also 
close to all the amenities, the pool, clubhouse & tennis 
courts.  Harbor Gate has a much desired location & offers 
convenient access to I-85, Portman Marina, restaurants & 
shopping.  

Priced to sell @ $132,500

429 Hattons Ford Rd. Well maintained weekend getaway 
or permanent home located just minutes from everything. 
(I-85, Portman Marina, shopping, dining, etc.).  Being 
offered fully & nicely furnished.  Ready to move in.  Great 
screened porch overlooking the lake.  This is yellow zoned 
& you can beach your boat.  Outside storage unit included 
in sales price.  

$129,000

412 Bertha Dr.  Looking for a great get away on Lake 
Hartwell? Take a look at this 2 BR 2 BA mobile home 
with great views of the lake. The home is being offer fully 
furnished & ready to move in & enjoy the lake. A large 
covered deck on the lakeside of the home for entertaining 
& enjoying the views is waiting. Owner has current COE 
permits for a dock & electric line is already in place with a 
light at the lakefront.  

$80,000

924 Dogwood Ln.  Enjoy the views of the lake from your 
12’ X 30’ screened porch complete with a hammock. The 
walk to the lake & your covered slip dock is a short walk on 
a very gentle slope. This neat as a pin home is being offer 
completely furnished & ready to enjoy the lake, right down 
to the silver ware & dishes. 

$219,000

1028 Pine Lake Dr. You must see this completely renovated 
4 bedroom 2 bath home adjacent to Lake Hartwell. The 
home is new throughout; new kitchen cabinets with granite 
countertops, new appliances, new carpet in the bedrooms 
and laminate wood flooring in the living room. Baths as 
well have all new tile showers, floors and cabinets with 
granite tops. A large low maintenance deck is ready and 
waiting for you to enjoy and entertain friends and family. 
Call today to arrange a showing.    

$139,000    

242 Clearwater Shores E. Looking for a move in ready 
get a way on Lake Hartwell & less than $100.000? Look no 
farther, this is it! The home is situated on an almost level 
lot leading to the lake & has plenty of storage for your lake 
gear & other toys. No dock in place but it is a great place 
to pull your boat up to the shore. Call today to arrange an 
appointment. 

OWNER FINANCING IS AVAILABLE 
ON THIS HOME. $99,000

122 Overlook Two BD/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, a 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details.

312 Harbor Dr.  Updated 2 BR/2 BA home in immaculate 
condition & ready to move in. New kitchen; new cabinets, new 
counter tops & all appliances. If you need extra space for a home 
office or work room there is a detached heated & cooled office 
equipped with internet & telephone connections. The home is in 
an excellent community conveniently located near the Portman 
Marina & 2 waterfront restaurants. Boat slips are available at 
Portman Marina for you boat & are just a walk or golf cart ride 
to the docks. Only minutes from I-85 & Anderson/Clemson 
Area. Truly a must see to appreciate home.  $225,000

236 Gumlog Dr. Lake Hartwell getaway. 2BR/1BA home 
waiting for you & your family to enjoy the lake fishing or 
water sports. The home is being offered furnished & ready 
to enjoy. Large deck & patio on the lakeside of the home for 
relaxing or entertaining family & friends. Call today to set 
up an appointment to see the home.   

$110,000

201 Singleton  Private & affordable lake living.  Enjoy this 
3Bd./2Ba  “retreat” that sits on 1.45 acres (2 lots) & has great 
water, fantastic views, beautiful woods & an easy walk to 
the lake. Open & deep waters for all water activities.  Plenty 
of room to beach your boat with nearby boat ramp.  Large 
deck for entertaining & a little guest cottage.  Charming 
lake neighborhood in great location. 

REDUCED TO $112,000

125 Overlook Four BR four BA Lake view condo with 
club house, fitness room, pool, landscaped grounds with 
walking paths. Convenient location to I 85, downtown 
Anderson & Clemson! A great investment property with 
proven rental record.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details.

214 Boxwood Lane Secluded 3BR/2.5BA hideaway is 
surrounded by woods & nature. It is located at the end of 
a cul-de-sac & backs up to Lake Hartwell. Total makeover 
sports an airy kitchen with stainless steel appliances & 
granite countertops. Low maintenance laminate floors 
enhance the lifestyle of this comfy floor plan. Extras include 
a cozy fireplace, deck, storage &  recreation room. 

$174,900

132 Overlook Two Bd/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details.

Package of 3 Homes in Overlook Condominiums Great 
location, convenient to Anderson, Clemson & Lake 
Hartwell.  These 3 home are being offered as a package for 
investors, two are 2BR/2BA & one is 4 BR/4BA. Proven 
rental record in a high demand location.  A must see to 
appreciate the homes. 

Call for pricing, 
Owner Financing Available.

Interior Homes

400 Bow Dr. Very nice 4 BR/3BA updated home in Tugaloo 
Bay Subdivision on Hartwell Lake. The home has new carpet 
throughout, freshly painted & new kitchen appliances. Very 
convenient to Interstate 85 with easy access to Harbor Light 
Marina & Catfish Johnny’s Restaurant at the marina. No 
slip included but storage & slips are available at the marina.  

$149.000

117 Sue Ella Ct. Well maintained 3Bd/2Ba home in 
Townville Commons.  You will enjoy the open & spacious 
floor plan.  The bedrooms are split & allows for added   
privacy.  Large kitchen, den w/fireplace, living room & 
dining area all flow into each other. From the den, walk onto 
a covered deck for sitting, watching the kids or barbecuing.  
The large yard is fenced & level.   Your kids will love their 
play area & so will your pets.  Conveniently located to I-85, 
schools, dining, shopping & Portman Marina.  

Priced to sell $46,900 
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ALL RENTALS ARE LONG TERM RENTALS NOT WEEKLY OR WEEKEND

211 Harbor Drive   Cozy full time home or weekend “get-
away” on Lake Hartwell in The Shoals community.  Great 
seasonal view of the lake from the multi-level deck which 
is also great for entertaining & barbecuing. The wooded 
lot allows for privacy.  Ample storage space inside & 
underneath home.  Walking distance to Portman Marina 
& its’ fine restaurants & activities.   A short distance to 
shopping & the sailing club.  Only minutes to I-85, exit 14.  

$900.00 per month 

513 Shoal Creek Crossing    Conveniently located just off I-85 
(close to Greenville, Anderson, Lavonia & Atlanta) on a fantastic 
part of the lake (just off the Tugaloo River, buoy T45). This 3 
bedroom, 2 bath waterfront home offers lake views from your 
family room, dining room, sunroom & large deck. Large finished 
entertainment area in walk-out basement & nice lower level 
garage. the home is being offer fully furnished for a long term 
rental agreement. The use of the large Covered  slip covered dock 
is include in the rental of the home, located on deep water just off 
the Tugaloo section of Lake Hartwell. $1200 per month

242 Clearwater Shores E. Looking for a move in ready get 
a way on Lake Hartwell look no farther, this is it! The home 
is situated on an almost level lot leading to the lake & has 
plenty of storage for your lake gear & other toys. No dock in 
place but it is a great place to pull your boat up to the shore. 
Call today to arrange an appointment.  

$850.00 per month

1515B Marina Rd. Great rental of a 3bd/2&1/2ba 
townhome with 1 car garage.  Excellent location! Just 
minutes from I-85, shopping & dining. You can walk or take 
a golf cart to Portman Marina & 2 waterfront restaurants. 
Lake access & boat slips a/v at marina. 

$980.00 per month

Rain Drop Cir. Located in the popular Reed Creek area 
of Lake Hartwell. Lakefront building lot with two interior 
lots across street with beautiful lake views. The lakefront lot 
has almost no Corp of Engineers property on the lake side. 
All of the lots are partially wooded and have perfect views. 
Great location to building your dream home and have extra 
space to build storage for all your water toys and etc.  

$170,000

806 Dogwood Ln.  Looking for a Lake Hartwell RENTAL 
home fully furnished & waiting for you to enjoy the lake? This 
is it, located just off buoy T 14 on Beaver Creek by water & a 
short dive to I-85 & Anderson. This 3 BR/2BA home is a must 
see, the lake side of the home has a 12’ x 55’ 3 season room for 
entertaining or just relaxing. Enjoy the feeling of being outdoors 
with the “wall of glass doors” that you can open & feel the breeze 
off the lake. The dock is a double deck, double slip dock on deep 
year round water waiting for your boat or other water toys. Call 
today to arrange showing the home.  $1200 per month

924 Dogwood Ln. Enjoy the views of the lake from your 
12’ X 30’ screened porch complete with a hammock. The 
walk to the lake & your covered slip dock is a short walk on 
a very gentle slope. This neat as a pin home is being offer 
completely furnished & ready to enjoy the lake, right down 
to the silver ware & dishes. 

$1000.00 per month

218 Providence Point The best waterfront lot available on 
Lake Hartwell! Where else can you get both a sunrise & 
sunset view on deep year round Sail Boat waters? Located 
on a peninsula overlooking the Seneca & Tugaloo river area 
of Lake Hartwell. COE permit on file for full size dock & 
gangwalk. Perc. test on file with Anderson County for septic 
system &  ready to build your dream home The lot & COE 
property is cleared & ready to enjoy the lake. 

$249,900

18 Lyle Ln.  Looking for a long term rental? This is a 
great location on Lake Hartwell, convenient to I 85 & 
surrounding area. Home is a 3 bedroom 2 bath home with 
huge screen porch on lakeside of the home with awesome 
lake views. A covered slip dock in place on a DEEP water 
location just off the Tugaloo River portion of Lake & near 
Harbor Light Marina  

$1000 per month

Paradise Point Lot 20 Looking for a great lot to build your 
Lake Hartwell dream home? This what you are looking for! 
Level lot with hardwoods & dock already in place on the 
lake. Very private location on the lake & near Hartwell for 
convenience. A must see property    

$140,000

Lot 17 Wilmac Dr.   A perfect gentle sloped lake lot in a 
charming neighborhood.  Already in place is a new covered 
slip dock with swim dock.  Situated on beautiful clear water 
in a cove just off “big sailboat water”.  This lot has a very 
close corp. line & has been under-brushed & partially 
cleared.  Come bring your building plans or enjoy your lot 
& dock while you make plans.  Motivated seller has priced 
this property to sell!!!  

$129,750

Knox Cir. Lot 3 Great building lot located in Knox Bridge 
Crossing just off the main Tugaloo River channel of Lake 
Hartwell with a deep water cove. You cannot find a better 
lot on the lake for the price! Mostly level wooded lot with 
mature hardwood trees & an easy walk to the lake. Sorry 
no dock allowed. 

$80,000

Lake Hartwell’s 
Other Big Cats

By Phillip Gentry

It would come as no surprise to anyone if 
you were in the Clemson area of Lake Hartwell 
and struck up a conversation about big cats. 
They have a lot of them over there. They’re 
decked out in orange and purple and they shoot 
hoops at Littlejohn Coliseum or run down the 
hill and play football at Death Valley. However, 
there are also some other, lesser known big cats 
on the other side of the hill from Death Valley. 
These cats are slimy and swim in Lake Hartwell. 

The majority of fishing guides on Lake 
Hartwell target striped bass and fill in with 
crappie or spotted bass, which are also well 
represented in the reservoir. Few specifically 
target catfish in Lake Hartwell. In fact, only one 
name comes to mind, a recent retiree from the 
Greenville area, who moved to Townville on the 
Seneca River arm of Lake Hartwell just to chase 
catfish – Captain Bill Plumley.

“I had a place on the canal at Santee for years 
and I’ve always loved to catfish,” said the Lake 
Hartwell fishing guide (864-287-2120). “Santee 
has been known for a long time for trophy blue 
catfish but I didn’t realize they were here in 
Hartwell until I caught one several years ago by 
accident while fishing for channel catfish. Since 
then I’ve caught numbers of them in the 20 pound 
range and one that weighed over 35 pounds, and 
I’ve seen bigger ones caught by some of the other 
striper guides that would go 40 to 50 pounds.”

According to SCDNR Fisheries Biologist 
Dan Rankin, Hartwell was never intended to be 
home to large predatory catfish like Arkansas 
blue catfish and flathead catfish, most of which 
are often detrimental to other native fisheries, 
but they’re here, nonetheless. 

“Blue catfish are hard to electro shock, so we 
missed them for several years in our electro fishing 
surveys,” said Rankin. “Our last Hartwell catfish 
angler surveys were done in 2002 and I don’t think 
there were many in the lake at that time. Hartwell’s 
only native catfish species are white catfish and a 
couple of variations of the bullhead species which 
were in the rivers when the lake was impounded. 
Neither of them grow very large.”

“Since the lake was impounded we have 
discovered channels, blues and flatheads in 
Hartwell but these fish were not stocked by 
the DNR,” said the biologist. “These stockings 
were most likely done by anglers transporting 
fish from other lakes or by fish that were put 
in private ponds somewhere in the Hartwell 
drainage area and have found their way into the 
lake by swimming downstream.”

Many blue catfish are caught incidentally by 
striped bass anglers at Hartwell while fishing live 
baits during the fall and winter months as well 
as and while cut bait fishing during the warmer 
months of spring. Plumley suggests targeting 
blues in the mid to upper river arms and creeks 
of the Seneca and Tugaloo Rivers during the fall. 
Look for large schools of baitfish and anchor 
along channel edges or flats off the channel. He 
starts in the backs of the creeks early then works 
out to the main river channel later in the day.

continued on page 15
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“A big misconception about blue catfish 
is that they lay on the bottom and don’t move,” 
he said. “Actually, they move around a lot. They 
may be in the back of a creek at daylight and by 
midday they’ll move all the way out to the main 
river channel. I have caught blues all over the 
lake at one time or another but during the fall I’ll 
follow a similar pattern and fish back in a creek 

at daylight and then move to deeper water after 
the sun gets up.”

Phillip Gentry is the host of “Upstate 
Outdoors,” broadcast from noon to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays on WORD 106.3 FM in the Greenville/
Spartanburg area or the show can be heard 
online at www.word1063.com. Contact Gentry 
at pgentry6@bellsouth.net.   <

Lake Hartwell’s Other Big Cats – continued from page 14

Hartwell Lake Offers Two Winter 
Camping Options

Reprint from the U.S Corps of En-
gineers blog Balancing the Basin, 

http://balancingthebasin. 
armylive.mil

HARTWELL LAKE, Ga. – The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Savannah District 
announces two options for winter camping at 
Hartwell Lake.

Watsadler Campground in Hartwell, 
Georgia, and Twin Lakes Campground in 
Pendleton, South Carolina, are currently open 
until Nov. 30. Beginning Dec.1, designated 
areas are open for the winter months at both 
campgrounds. Each campground features 
electric and water hook-ups, restrooms 
with showers, dump stations, boat ramps, 
playgrounds, and staffed entrance gates.

“Many people enjoy the cooler temperatures 
that we have this time of year and the majority of 
the campsites even come with a lake view,” said 
Natural Resource Specialist Tanya Grant. “The 
campgrounds also tend to be less crowded in the 

fall and winter, especially on weekdays.”
The Corps recommends campsite 

reservations up to six months in advance 
through the National Recreation Reservation 
Service online at www.Recreation.gov or toll-
free at 877-444-6777.

For questions about Hartwell Lake 
campgrounds, please contact the Hartwell 
Dam & Lake office at 706-856-0300 or 1-888-
893-0678.  <

A view of a campsite at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Hartwell Lake. USACE  

photo by Brad Keshlear
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