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FEATURED HOME

1138 Clearwater Shores Truly a rare find on 
Lake Hartwell, a lakefront cabin located on an 
almost level lot with deep year round water just 
off the Tugaloo section of the lake, (Buoy T 20 
by water). The cabin is a modified/added on 
vintage camper in excellent condition. It is ready 
for you to enjoy the lake or remove & build your 
own dream home...Read more on page 14.

$249,500
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Listings on Hartwell Lake by  
Hartwell Lake Properties.  
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By Susan Martin
The Lake Hartwell 

Dam Run has distin-
guished itself as one of 
the premier road races 
in Georgia, according to 
Judd Bailey, co-race di-
rector. The annual run is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
May 2, 2015.

“Dr.  Ed Wysong 
and I have been working together for 
15 years,” Bailey said. “Ed is one of the 
original co-founders of the event. We 
have between 700-1000 runners in the 
5K and 10K combined.”

With a festive atmosphere, sce-
nic lake course, and colorful finisher’s 
T-shirts, runners enjoy the comrade-
rie. The 5K and 10K races will begin 
simultaneously at approximately 8:30 
a.m.

“Organized by the Hart County 
Running Club, the event attracts run-
ners of all ages and paces eager to take 

part in this running tradition,” Bailey 
said.

“We have many friends and fam-
ily in the running community that 
come together in this event to bond 
and have fun while maintaining well-
being.”

Participants will need to pre-regis-
ter this year. There will be no race day 
registration. They can sign up online at 
active.com or fill out a registration and 
mail it in. Registrations can be found 
at the Hartwell Chamber or online at 
www.classicraceservices.com.

By Susan Martin
Meals on Wheels in Anderson, 

South Carolina serves the community 
daily by feeding the elderly and dis-
abled. Lake Hartwell boaters have an 
opportunity to help Meals on Wheels 
with that mission of serving people by 
participating in the annual Meals on 
Wheels Poker Run.

“The Poker Run is our largest fun-
draiser,” said April Cameron, Commu-
nity Relations Coordinator for Meals 
on Wheels. “Last year’s event was a 
record-breaking fundraiser 
bringing in nearly $40,000 for 
us. Each meal we prepare for 
our recipients costs $4.”

The poker run is sched-
uled for June 19th and 20th at 
Portman Marina.

“One of the best benefits 
for participants is just a great 
day of fun on the lake,” Camer-
on said. “If you are a boat or wa-
ter enthusiast, this is the kind of 
event for you. Additionally, there are 
some very nice boats that participate. 
We have boats that are several hundred 
thousands of dollars participate. It’s a 
sight any boat lover would want to see.”

Meals on Wheels has been coor-
dinating the poker run for 11 years.

“It is a great way to do your part 

in giving back to the community 
while still having a great time,” Cam-
eron said. “You can know that the dol-
lars you spend on registration fees and 
such will support Meals on Wheels, 
an organization that serves the elderly 
population of our community.”

“We have some very valuable 
committee members that help make 
this event such a success,” Cameron 
said. “Todd Campbell with Campbell 
Crane Rental, Doug Curry with Ve-
rizon and Terry Young with SnapOn 

Tools are very dedicated to the Poker 
Run and to Meals on Wheels. We cer-
tainly wouldn’t be able to host the event 
without the sponsors who support it.”

This year, vendors will showcase 
and sell items on Friday and Saturday 
during the event. Three vendors will 
serve food Friday night and through-

By Susan Martin
Lake Hartwell Boaters in South 

Carolina will now be able to appreciate 
the exceptional customer service at Wa-
terSports Central by visiting the second 
location recently opened in Seneca. 

“Our business started in Buford, 
Georgia and has been operating for 16 
years,” said Chad Hodge, store manag-
er. “The new Seneca location is just an 
extension of our established business 
near Lake Lanier in Georgia.  Our goal 
is to continue to provide the same qual-
ity products and the same great service 
to boaters and watersports enthusiasts 
in the Upstate of South Carolina.”

“Our mission is to provide high 
quality products, top notch service, 
and pass our extensive knowledge on 
to our customers for the best possible 
boating and watersports experience,” 

Hodge said.  “Our 97% customer sat-
isfaction rating speaks for itself.  The 
boat lines we carry also have a repu-
tation for being the best in class.  We 
carry MasterCraft Boats, Crownline 
Boats and Bryant Boats.”

Hodge describes his staff  as 
knowledgeable and most helpful be-
cause they use the products they sell 
and live the lake living lifestyle.  The 
staff at WaterSports Central has over 
100 years of cumulative experience in 
the boating industry with backgrounds 
in everything from boat manufactur-
ing to professional wakeboarding.

“With this is mind, we only sell 
products that we have tested and feel 
confident in selling,” he said.  “Our 
ProShop brands, include Ronix wake-

By Susan Martin
The sailing season for the West-

ern Carolina Sailing Club officially 
opened on Commissioning Day 
March 7. 

“This is celebrated with a cer-
emony recognizing current and past 
officers, a blessing of the fleet and a 
cannon shot marking the opening 
followed by socializing and a meal,” 

said Commodore Derek Lord. “We 
have active centerboard - small boat, 
and keelboat - large boat fleets with 
around 11 race days each scheduled 
throughout the year.” As commo-
dore, Lord presides over the club and 
monthly meetings of the Board of 
Stewards. Currently the club consists 
of 218 member families.

Each spring the sailing club hosts 

2015 Lake Hartwell Dam Run Meals on Wheels Poker Run Fun

WaterSports Central Opens 
Second Location

Western Carolina Sailing Club 
Active Under New  

Commodore’s Stewardship

continued on page 4

continued on page 4

continued on page 4 continued on page 16

For updates on current events join  
our facebook page.
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All registrations must be received on or be-
fore April 26th. 

Classic Race Services will provide the re-
sults timing for the event again this year. “They 
will be using the Jaguar electronic timing system,” 
Bailey said. “This system uses a disposable chip 
on the bib and antennas to capture your final race 
time. As a result, the final results will be provided 
quicker and more accurate than in years past.”

The 5K race start will begin on Highway 29 
at the entrance to Singing Pines Recreation Area 
and goes across the paved path to and across the 
Hartwell Dam. The finish is located in Big Oaks 
Recreation Area in GA.The 10K will start within 
Big Oaks Recreation Area and travel down Hwy 
29 and then cross the Savannah River bridge to 
Singing Pines Recreation Area in S.C. At that 
point runners will turn around and follow the 
5K route above. Water stops are located at mile 
2 along the 5K course. Water stops are located at 
mile 2.5 and 5 on the 10K course. Transporta-

tion to the 5K start line will be provided by bus. 
“These buses are located in front of the 

Corps of Engineers’ office which is located about 
100 yards in front of the Big Oaks pavilion,” Bai-
ley said. “The buses will run every 10 to 15 min-
utes beginning at 7 a.m. The last bus will leave at 
8:20 a.m. So be on time.”

“The 10K will start within Big Oaks Rec-
reation Area on the road directly in front of the 
main pavilion, so you can walk there from the 
parking area.  Announcements will be made 
routinely on the public announcement system 
to give you directions and time remaining. The 
staff will be there to help also.” 

Mile markers will be positioned along the 
courses.

All participants who pre-registered before 
April 26 will receive a technical T-shirt.

Awards for the top three overall male, female 
and age group winners will be given out after the 
races are complete and results confirmed.  <

2015 Lake Hartwell Dam Run – continued from page 1

Meals on Wheels Poker Run Fun – continued from page 1

WaterSports Central ...– continued from page 1

out the day and evening Saturday. 
“You should block off the entire weekend 

for this event,” Cameron said. “Friday, June 19 is 
the fun run beginning at 11 a.m. at Portman Ma-
rina. Open registration will begin at 5 p.m. on 
Friday evening. Saturday morning, registration 
and packet pick up begins at 9 a.m. and boats 
leave from Portman around 10 a.m. We then in-
vite everyone back for the after-event party.”

Cameron said people from all over partici-
pate in this event. 

“We had 172 boats enter last year’s Poker 
Run,” she said. “We have lots of local partici-
pants. We also have had guests from Kentucky, 
Texas, Georgia, Florida and other states.”

Participants register their boat with Meals 
on Wheels. 

“Each boat registration gets one hand,” Cameron 
said.  “They may purchase as many additional hands as 

they want to play. There are five designated locations 
on the lake, and the boaters travel to each location to 
get a token. This token represents a card. The last stop is 
Portman Marina, and when they dock their boats, they 
turn in their tokens. A dealer will draw their five cards 
for each token they have picked up along the way and 
whoever ends up with the best poker hand wins.”

“On Friday, June 19th , we will host a boat 
fun run where we invite our registered partici-
pants to meet at Portman Marina about 11 a.m. 
and take a ride over to Clemson Marina for 
lunch and a nice afternoon of sun and fun. Fri-
day night, we host a street party with a live band 
at Portman Marina. Saturday, after the poker 
run, there is another party and a live auction 
with amazing items. It is a full weekend of fun.”

To participate, register on the Meals on 
Wheels website, www.acmow.org or call the of-
fice at 864-225-6800.  <

boards, Radar water skis, CWB wakeboards, Con-
nelly water skis and Inland Surfer wake surfers.”

The inspiration for WaterSports Central is 
rooted in the owner’s and employees’ passion for 
boating and watersports.  

“We live the lifestyle and enjoy sharing 
our passion with our customers,” Hodge said. 
|”There is no better feeling than knowing that we 
contribute to hours of quality time on the lake 
for friends and families.”

“The members of our staff at WaterSports 
Central bring an unprecedented amount of boat-
ing experience and knowledge to the Lake Hartwell 
area,” Hodge said.  “Their laid back demeanors and 
no pressure personalities create a sales environment 
at WaterSports Central that is a true pleasure.”

WaterSports Central began in 1999 with the 
vision of building a customer service based boat 
dealership that represents the best of what the boat-
ing industry has to offer.  “We have accomplished 
our goal in Georgia and now we want to bring the 
same experience to South Carolina,” he said.

“We have learned that providing excellent 
service is the backbone of our company.  We take 
great pride in our service team being one of the 
most highly trained in the business.”

 WaterSports Central invests a lot of money 
in making sure that the technicians are not just 
certified; but are experts on the products.  

“We offer service at our store; but more im-

portantly, we have 
mobile service vans that will come to your lake 
home for routine maintenance” he said. “ We look 
forward to proving to you that our mobile service 
is the best in the industry.”

Hodge refers to the service department as 
the backbone of WaterSports Central. “We em-
ploy some of the most highly awarded and trained 
service, warranty and parts specialists and techni-
cians in the South.  All maintain a high level of 
education, experience and know-how that make 
them the absolute best in the area. And they be-
lieve in going out of their way to make sure your 
boating experience is a blessing, not a curse.”

With innovative scheduling options, mo-
bile service vans, a complete inventory of parts 
and plenty of staff on hand, Hodge said the goal 
at WaterSports Central is to make your service 
experience seamless and easy so boaters can be 
back out on the water in no time.

The new WaterSports Central location in 
Seneca sits next door to Applebee’s at 688 Bypass 
Hwy 123. The Georgia location is at 5815 Lanier 
Islands Parkway (former Holliday Road) in Buford.  
For more information call  (864) 886-2748 or send 
an email to chad@watersportscentral.com.  

“Also, feel free to drop by during normal 
business hours.  Monday through Friday from 
9-5 and Saturdays from 9-4,” Hodge said.  “We 
would love to show you around.”  <

See  ad on back cover pg 20
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By Susan Martin
The Lapp brothers, Ben and Kent, grew under 

the strong example of their father, Sanford Lapp. 
In 1983, with a one-year-old and another on the 
way, Barb and Sanford Lapp moved from Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, to Himrod, New York, to be-
gin a new life and build a new company. With a back-
ground in fruit farming, Sanford did not know a great 
deal about construction but he had spent some time 
with a Mennonite cousin who built sheds. 

 A hard worker and a do-it-yourselfer, if he 
wanted to make something happen, he could make 
it happen. He had a vision to build a company that 
would provide for his family and contribute to his 
community.  Sanford and his wife created Wood-Tex, 
which began as a small company that provided stor-
age sheds for the surrounding counties in New York. 

 When sons Ben and Kent were young, but old 
enough to help, they spent free time with their dad: 
pulling nails, painting trim, and moving lumber. 
Barb helped the first few years by answering phones 
and doing office work. It was truly a family business. 

 Sanford was diagnosed with cancer soon af-
ter starting the company, but he was determined to 
beat it.  For many years and many rounds of treat-
ments, he did. 

 “As the years passed, he’d get sick but then 
get better again,” Barb said. “He had an extremely 
good prognosis.”

 The summer when Ben was seven and Kent 
was nine, Kent remembers driving with his dad on 
the way to work on a Saturday morning. “I clearly re-
member him asking me what I would think if he sold 
Wood-Tex. The answer was absolutely no. Even from 
that age, I felt I was already such a part of the com-
pany. There was no way my dad should sell the com-

pany,” Kent said. By then, the cancer was progressing 
and Sanford knew his time was limited.

The sons worked during summer breaks and 
on weekends all through school. Once Kent and Ben 
graduated high school, they started working full time at 
Wood-Tex. Barb gradually gave them more responsi-
bilities and in 2010, she retired and her sons took over. 

 Growth has come honestly.  With four different 
branches and nearly ninety team members, many of 
them Mennonite craftsmen, the family values San-
ford and Barb instilled in their children are the same 
values that guide Wood-Tex and account for their 
good reputation and excellent customer service. 

Wood-Tex now manufactures a wide range of 
structures that include storage sheds, horse 

barns, cabins, chicken coops, garages and just 
about any custom project. 

“All of our structures can be fully customized 
to match a home’s exterior or just designed to the 
style that fits the customer’s wants and needs,” Kent 
said. “We offer unique details that give our prod-
ucts an edge over our competitors and quality that 
is second to none. 

We also offer poly outdoor furniture, gazebos, 
pergolas and playgrounds at most locations.”

The family opened the South Carolina branch in 
Fair Play in 2009 to serve customers in the Southeast.

“We have learned how to humbly build a 
business based on quality, taking care of our team, 
building relationships with the end user and deliv-
ering a great customer experience,” Kent said. 

The South Carolina sales center is located at 
15406 S. Highway 11, Fair Play SC 29643 

For more information, go to www.woodtex.
com; Facebook.com/woodtex, Instagram, Twitter 
or call at 864-972-9919.  <

Family Heritage Thrives Through Wood

See ad on the left.
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Greater Clemson Blues Festival Brings Variety 

of Music While Helping Local Charities

Life’s Journey Finds Rob Cassels  
Touring Once Again

By Vince Jackson
Each April a group of volunteers puts 

together a music event featuring the best of local 
and regional musicians in a variety of settings.

The Greater Clemson Blues Festival, now 
in its fourth year, began as a three-day weekend 
event. Currently, the Festival is over two weeks 
long. While the original festival comprised only 

the Blues the event now features: roots, rock, 
reggae and gospel as well as traditional blues 
music.

The inspiration for the Festival comes from 
an African American nightclub located along 
Clemson’s eastern edge that was a magnet for 
blues and jazz musicians visiting the Upstate just 
after World War II.

Littlejohn’s Grill was owned and operated 
by Horace Littlejohn and his wife Gertrude. 
Sometime in the mid-1940s Littlejohn opened 
a café to serve black customers and returning 
war veterans. Segregation was the law. Blacks 

traveling and looking for accommodations, food 
and entertainment were frequently out of luck. 
Littlejohn was a businessman who understood 
the need for black-only establishments. At 
one time he operated the only black-owned 
nightclub and tourist cabins between Charlotte 
to Atlanta.

As Littlejohn’s business and reputation grew 
he formed alliances with Atlantic Records and 
the Ferguson Brothers Agency in Indianapolis to 
bring the top black performers to the Clemson/
Central area. Well over 100 recognized blues, 
jazz and rock n’ roll performers appeared at the 
Grill. There were many more whose names have 
been lost to time and the memory of those who 
saw those performances.

Among the known performers: Ruth 
Brown, Harry Belafonte, Louis Armstrong, 
Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Little Richard, 
Otis Redding, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke, Jackie 
Wilson, Fats Domino, Muddy Waters, Piano 
Red, Mac Arnold, Moms Mabley and the Grill’s 
most well-remembered star, James Brown. 
Brown was in large part responsible for breaking 
the color barrier at the Grill, when Clemson 
College cadets would bring their dates to the 
Grill to see Brown dance and sing.

“I remember James performed at 
Littlejohn’s many Saturday nights early in his 
career. He must have been 18 to 20 years old at 
that time. He was very popular and always drew 

By Vince Jackson
Anderson---After many years on the road with a 

successful rock band, Rob Cassels finds himself drawn 
to touring once again. But this time it is to do missionary 
work in Europe.

“My wife and I have been going to places like 
Portugal, Italy and Spain the last few years because that 

is where the Lord has led 
us,” Cassels said.

It was not always 
that way. As a college 
student in Florida, 
Cassels lived life on 
the edge, but a visiting 
Campus Crusade for 
Christ turned him 
around.

“I heard their 
message about God’s 
power in our lives. After I 
started believing it things 
got better,” he said.

An accomplished artist, Cassels has painted scenes 
of his beloved Hartwell Lake featuring native fishes and 
birds, which he sells from time to time. He attended 
the prestigious Ringling College of Art and Design in 
Sarasota. The school was founded by circus magnate John 
Ringling in 1931.

Cassels worked with Steve Morse, the founder of 
the Dixie Dregs, a southern-boogie band with Atlanta 
connections. In the 1980s Morse played guitar with the 
band Kansas and later with rock legends Deep Purple. 
This association led to years of touring on the road for 
Cassels and led to playing gigs along with the Marshall 

Tucker Band, Steppenwolf, Black Oak Arkansas, Rickey 
and Ronnie Godfrey and the pioneer Christian rock band 
Petra. Cassels also played all over America and Canada 
during that time with his own band The Rob Cassels 
Band.

Then one day he laid the guitar down. He needed to 
do something different so he bought an old upright piano 
and hired a man in Sarasota, Florida to tune it.

“I was amazed at the process of tuning a piano 
and asked the man if he would teach me how to do that,” 
Cassels said. “His name was Benny Eaton and he had 
worked for the Steinway and Sons Piano Company in 
New York. He was in his sixties and wanted to pass along 
his skills,” he said.

After an apprenticeship Cassels started a business 
repairing and tuning pianos, something he continues 
to this day from his home on Hartwell Lake. He is well-
known in the area and in demand for his piano tuning 
services. On Sundays he can usually be found playing 
church organ at New Covenant Church in Anderson.

One of the things he is most proud of is a restored 
Hammond B-3 organ that now resides at New Covenant 
after spending three years in his dining room. “My wife 
wanted it gone,” he said.

The B-3 was made famous by blues-rocker Gregg 
Allman, Billy Preston and other musicians during the 
1960s. Cassels says the B-3 has a unique harmonic 
percussive sound that cannot be duplicated by other 
instruments.

This summer Cassels may once again return to 
Spain to continue his musical missionary work. He and 
Sherry, his wife of 42 years, enjoy the people and working 
with programs such as Bibles for Bikers in Europe.

continued on page 9

continued on page 9

Above Photo: Rob Cassels plays 
guitar at a recent Greater Clemson 
Blues Festival event.
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By Susan Martin
Creative chili recipes will be cooked and 

tasted at the Sixth Annual Chili Cook-Off on 
the square in Belton on April 11. 

“The Chili Cook-Off is a fundraiser for 
local charities and a chance for good natured 
competition among professional and amateur 
cooks, nonprofits, churches, businesses, and 
buddies as they work to win more than $4,000 
in cash prizes, trophies, and claiming rights 
to the best red chili, chili Verde, or salsa in the 
state,” said Belton resident, Norma Hughes-
Smith.

April 10th is the Kick-Off party for VIPs 
and the International Chili Society (ICS) pro-
fessional cooks.  Saturday April 11th, cooks 
and vendors will set up from 7 am to 9 am. 
The public can come out any time after 9 am 
to walk around. Public sampling begins at 
11:00am. Admission is free. 

“I’ve been involved with Belton’s South 
Carolina State Chili Cook-Off as a promoter 
since 2010 when it began. Now I am going 
into my sixth 
year and par-
ticipating on 
the committee 
as a liaison to 
the community 
helping with 
getting busi-
nesses to spon-
sor the effort of 
raising funds for 
local charities, 
because that is 
what it’s about,” 
Hughes-Smith 
said.

Matt Lusk, 
Chairman for 
the SC State 
Chili Cook-
Off, has been 
involved with 
the event for six 
years in some 
capacity or an-
other.  “The first 
three years I was 
a cook,” he said. 
“The last three years I have been the chairman 
for the event.”

The Cook-Off Championship was born 
six years ago when a group of Belton busi-
ness owners joined forces to find funding for 
several local nonprofits and to pull more tour-
ism dollars into the area. Successful from the 
outset, the event has provided thousands of 
dollars for its primary beneficiaries: the Bel-
ton Interfaith Ministerial Association, the Bel-
ton Center for the Arts, and the Belton Area 
Museum Association, as well as several other 
nonprofits. 

“Our event runs 100% on sponsorship 
dollars and we give all the money we make 
back to our community,” Hughes-Smith said. 
“We love giving the checks to these groups ev-
ery year, knowing that our event will directly 
provide food and clothing for kids that are 

hungry or cold, and that the museum and art 
center will be able to offer free events and cul-
turally significant exhibits.”

The Chili Cook-Off Championship be-
gins with Chili Cook-Off participants judged 
by those attending. Attendees vote by placing 
tickets they’ve purchased at each of their fa-
vorite chili stands. Eight tasting tickets can be 
purchased for $5.

“We had 3,000 people attend last year 
and we are expecting more this year,” Hughes-
Smith said. In addition to votes from attend-
ees, professional cooks are judged by a panel 
of judges who tally the votes to determine the 

winners. 
“ T h e r e 

are six specific 
things in which 
a chili is judged: 
flavor, texture, 
c o n s i s t e n c y , 
blend of spices, 
aroma, and col-
or,” Lusk said. 

“The pro-
fessional con-
testants are 
judged using 
a blind judg-
ing platform.  
The contestants 
turn in a cup 
with the num-
ber on the bot-
tom.  The cups 
are randomly 
placed around 

a table and re-
numbered on 
the side of the 
cup.  Judges 
will then enter 

the room without knowledge of which cup be-
longs to which competitor and judge the chili 
in an organized manner.”

Once all of the chili recipes or salsas have 
been tasted, the judges may re-taste various 
cups.  

“Each judge places a 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place cup number on his judging sheet indi-
cating which he/she liked best.,” Lusk said.  
“These numbers are tabulated and the cup 
with the most points is the winner.  At this 
point, all of the judges leave the room and the 
head judge and scorekeeper lift the cups to re-
veal the cup number on the bottom and this 
number corresponds with a specific cook and 
therefore this particular cook wins the judg-
ing.”

Chili Cook-off Draws Savory Participants

Above Photo: Miss Lake Hartwell Teen Tiffany Mullinax came in time to watch the Hot Chili 
Pepper being sculptured in Belton at the SC Chili Cook-Off Championship in previous years 
looks forward to coming for the 2015, April 11 Cook-Off and see what the Director Matt Lusk 
and his team has come up with this year.

continued on page 9
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a big crowd,” said Ella Jane Jackson, Horace and 
Gertrude’s daughter.

David Patterson attended Clemson College, 
as it was known at the time, and remembers a 
hot summer night in 1956 when Little Richard 
and Fats Domino appeared together at the Grill.

“The place was so crowded we could not 
get in. Just as I got a good place to stand near 
the door, Little Richard started with Long Tall 
Sally. The place erupted with so much noise that 
it scared me. Next, Fats Domino began singing 
Blueberry Hill. They put on quite a show that 
night. It was early rock n’ roll and definitely the 
place to be,” Patterson said.

The 2015 Festival begins on Saturday, 
April 11 at Hagood Mill in Pickens with a 
performance by Andy Cohen, a nationally 
recognized pre-blues roots performer and 
folklorist. The events continue in Pendleton on 
April 15 with an appearance by internationally-
known singer Wanda Johnson, South Carolina’s 

Lady of Rhythm, Blues and Soul. The following 
week Greenville’s Mac Arnold and Plate Full 
O’Blues take the stage along with the Snopes 
Family Band at a fund-raiser in Six Mile.

As the Festival continues events are 
planned at the Pickens Amphitheater, Walhalla 
Civic Auditorium and Clemson’s Patrick 
Square. Seneca will feature the Tony Tidwell 
Band on April 23 during their annual Jazz on 
the Alley series. Other events planned will be a 
performance by Atlanta’s The Voltage Brothers 
on April 24 at the Clemson Area African 
American Museum and a Gospel Sunday show 
at Southern Wesleyan University in Central. 

Visit www.clemsonbluesfest.org for a 
complete schedule, ticket prices and detailed 
information. Proceeds from the event benefit 
local charities. If you are interested in sponsoring 
the Festival or need more information call 864-
650-0585.  <

Greater Clemson Blues Festival Brings Variety... – continued from page 7

Chili Cook-off Draws Savory Participants – continued from page 8

Life’s Journey Finds Rob Cassels Touring... – continued from page 7
“We tour around in a big bus with a rollout 

stage platform and play some Deep Purple, 
Stevie Ray Vaughn and mix in some of our 
Christian music,” he said.

Cassels most recent recording is 
THUNDER FIRE, which references his Native 
American heritage. He has also written a song 
for his granddaughter, Cassie, entitled OUR 
GOD IS A MIGHTY GOD.

“Cassie is a natural-born singer and is going 
to only get better and better,” he said. Cassels 
posted a video on his Facebook page of Cassie 
singing while visiting Hartwell Lake.

Rarely playing local venues any more, Cassels 
has played the Greater Clemson Blues Festival in past 
years and has committed to perform in 2016 during 
the Clemson event.  <

Carefree Boat Club Now Open on  
Lake Hartwell

By Vince Jackson

Carefree Boat Club recently opened a new 
location on Lake Hartwell located at Harbor 
Light Marina in Lavonia Georgia  - 40 miles 
north of their Lake Lanier Location.  

David Rothwell, owner of the two clubs, 
said, “Our new Hartwell location compliments 
our Lake Lanier club. North Atlanta members 
can now choose between two convenient 
locations on two large and beautiful lakes.”

“We are opening with five premium quality 
boats in our fleet, including a Formula 240 bow rider, 
Supreme 223 wake surf boat, and two triple tube 
pontoons with 250HP, and a well-equipped fishing 
pontoon. More boats will be added as the membership 
grows, keeping the club member-to-boat ratio within 
Carefree’s strict guidelines”, said Rothwell.

Rothwell added, “When we see our 
customers shopping for new or used boat, they 

prefer the higher quality and better performing 
models for their exceptional smooth, powerful 
and quiet rides. That is what we provide them at 
Carefree Boat Club. They also like having access 
to a variety of different types of boats and none 
of the work of boat ownership!”

Carefree Boat Club corporate president and 
CEO, Doug Zimmerman, said, “We are pleased 
to add to our network another club on a fantastic 
boating lake at an excellent marina with incredible 
boats. We continue to amaze people at the kinds 
of high quality boats they find in our fleets.”

Rothwell said the growing popularity of 
wake surfing prompted him to add the Supreme 
223 wake sports boat to the fleet. Carefree 
Boat Clubs started in 2002 and has grown to 
35 locations in 12 states plus Toronto, Canada. 
Members have access to a variety of boats at all 
locations. For more information go to www.
carefreeboats.com.  <

 “This year we are adding live entertain-
ment featuring the ‘Relentless Souls’,” Lusk 
said.  “They do anything from top 40 to beach 
music to funk.”

A new competitive category is Home-
style. 

“Homestyle chili is just like you make 
at home,” Lusk said.  “This is actually an in-

troductory level category in the professional 
ranks.  This is just like you make at home and 
is an open division which means that you can 
make any kind of chili that you want.  Any-
thing from white chicken to vegetarian to red 
to verde and anything in between.  The only 
rules are that it must contain beans and you 
make it on site.”  <

See ad on the left.
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Join the Team – New Clean Up Initiative Begins This Spring
Reprint from the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 

http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/

SAVANNAH, Ga. – This spring Hartwell 
Lake will host the annual cleanup initiative and 
usher in a new effort to revamp the annual fall 
tradition. Lake Hartwell’s new cleanup campaign, 
Clean Up Green Up, typically held in conjunction 
with National Public Lands Day, leaps forward to 
April 18-25 in conjunction with Earth Day. 

The Savannah District Corps of Engineers’, 
Hartwell Lake Office and the Lake Hartwell As-
sociation (LHA), jointly sponsor the event. The 
non-profit LHA aims to promote cooperation, 
assistance and information exchange among 
Hartwell Lake stakeholders and visitors. 

Volunteers from scout groups, civic clubs, local 

residents, businesses, family units and friends of the 
lake are welcome to join the campaign. Organizers 
seek volunteers to pick up litter and other non-natu-
ral debris on and around Hartwell Lake. 

“This clean up initiative provides a chance 
for people who care about Hartwell Lake to roll up 
their sleeves and give something back to the lands 
and water they use and appreciate,” said Dustin Cul-
len, Hartwell Lake natural resources specialist and 
co-coordinator of the event. “The lands and waters 
of Hartwell Lake belong to the people of this com-
munity. This effort provides everyone an opportu-
nity to give back to the resource that they value. The 
long term goal is to use this event as a springboard 
to transition the effort into a proactive year long 
’maintenance‘program to keep areas clean and green 

instead of a reactive once a year cleanup.” 
“The Lake Hartwell Association 

looks forward to once again working 
with the Corps of Engineers to clean 
up the islands and shoreline of our 
beautiful Hartwell Lake,” said Herb 
Burnham, Lake Hartwell Association 
executive director. “This joint effort 
has been an annual event for more 
than two decades, and has played a 
key role in keeping our lake one of the 
cleanest and most attractive in the na-
tion.” 

Interested parties may sign-up using the on-
line form at http://www.sas.usace.army.mil, visit the 
Hartwell Lake office or call us at 888-893-0678, Ext. 

311. Additional information regarding the event 
can be found at the Hartwell Lake http://www.sas.
usace.army.mil. Details of the cleanup event will fol-
low later.  < 

Golf Tournament Benefits  
Meals on Wheels This Spring

By April Cameron
A long-standing tradition in Anderson, the 

Meals on Wheels Benefit Golf Tournament pre-
sented by the Dirty Old Men’s Club (DOM), is 
being held for the 33nd year on Friday, May 29 
at Pine Lake Golf Course in Anderson.

In 1972, a group of men who frequently 
played golf together at Pine Lake Golf Course 
were endearingly named the Dirty Old Men’s 
Club by Mildred Foust. 
Foust worked in the pro 
shop along side her hus-
band Bill Foust, who was 
the golf pro at the club. 

The DOM continue 
to meet every Tuesday to 
play golf at Pine Lake and 
hosts four tournaments 
throughout the year for 
their members and guests. With more than 30 
members, the group keeps things interesting 
by drawing names each week to find out who 
the foursome will be for the day. In addition to 
the weekly game at Pine Lake, the men plan a 
monthly “road trip” to another course to enjoy 
their favorite sport all over the Upstate.

The club has hosted a tournament benefit-
ing Meals on Wheels for the past 30-plus years. 
It has raised thousands of dollars for the non-
profit organization. This year, the tournament is 

excited to announce that Leo Mazzone, former 
pitching coach for the Atlanta Braves, will join as 
a guest golfer. The tournament begins with reg-
istration at 11 a.m., followed by lunch at noon. 
A shotgun start takes place at 1 p.m., and tour-
nament scoring will be Captain’s Choice. Prizes 
will be awarded for hole-in-one, closest to the 
pin and longest drive. Other activities include a 
silent auction and door prizes donated by vari-

ous local businesses. 
The tournament is 

seeking sponsors to help 
make it a success. Hole 
sponsorships start at 
$100 and the title spon-
sorship spot is $2000. 

The entry fee is $70 
per person and includes 
a round of golf, golf cart, 
lunch, and beverages. 

Golfers who wish to participate should contact 
DOM committee members Vic Vickery at 
864.202.1563 or Dave Schonauer at 864.231.9317.

All proceeds from this event will help feed 
the homebound elderly and disabled of Anderson 
County.

To become a sponsor or find out how 
you can get involved with Meals on Wheels-
Anderson, please call 864.225.6800 or visit 
www.acmow.org.  <

Above: USACE Photo by Eric Haskell, Scott Hyatt & Justin Walter.
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Local Residents’ Work May Bring Back a 
Once Proud Giant of the Forest

By Vince Jackson

Seneca---They once stood nearly 100 feet 
high and made-up 20 to 25 percent of the hard-
wood forest stretching from Maine to Louisiana. 
Long before there was a Hartwell Lake, Castanea 
dentate, the American chestnut tree, dominated 
the forest landscape providing a nut crop that 
feed wild turkey, white-tailed deer, black bear 
and the now extinct passenger pigeon. Chestnut 
wood is easy to work, straight and rot resistant 
when dried and was once used for a variety of 
things; furniture, cabinets and the foundations 
of mountain cabins.

Some plant biologists say perhaps the tree 
was too prolific and this fact contributed to its de-
mise. Trees growing in close proximity developed 
and helped spread the Asian blight that arrived 
about 1900. Throughout the Appalachians, where 
many of the chestnuts grew, the tattle-tail orange 
spores could be seen as cankers, which eventually 
girdled the huge trees killing them. Within the 
next 50-years the disease killed an estimated four 
billion trees, leaving behind huge stumps which 
may still be seen today. 

Those stumps sometimes regenerate new 
growth. Sprouts offering the promise of a new 
generation of chestnuts immune to the ravages 
of the orange spores. But, then a new pestilence 
came in the form of a black root rot that killed 
the regenerated stumps.

A number of people in our area have devoted 
a portion of their lives to restoring the American 

chestnut to its former glory. Retired orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. Joe James has worked with chestnut 
saplings for many years. Working with seeds sup-
plied by the American Chestnut Foundation, he 
uses cross-pollination techniques to build resis-
tance to the fungi that is killing the trees.

James’ work and that of others has produced 
a variety of chestnut tree that may once again 
tower above the canopy of the southern forest. The 
American Chestnut Foundation and its Carolinas 
Chapter say it is their hope and expectation that the 
American chestnut will soon resume its place as a 
significant species of the forest. 

James works out of the Chestnut Return Farm 
near Seneca. The work he does in connection with 
Clemson University has produced a vigorous stock 
that promises to bring the American chestnut back 
from the edge of extinction.

The Clemson Genomics Institute collaboration 
with other groups mapped the genes of the chestnut 
genome. This work found a pathogen resistance that 
can be passed-on to a new generation of chestnut trees.

Steve Jeffers, professor of ornamental plant pa-
thology at Clemson University, has worked in partner-
ship with Dr. James and others at the university to pro-
duce hybrid chestnut trees from Foundation seedlings. 
Jeffers says reintroducing the American chestnut will 
not be easy because their niche in the forest has been 
taken over by oaks and hickory trees.

“There is a good chance the chestnut can 
rebound if we can develop a tree with resistance 
to both root rot and blight, but we are not there 
yet,” he said.   <
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Call For A Free Estimate 706-377-4891
Hartwell, GA 30643   Email: angiejohnson@jandsshoreline.com

www.jandsshoreline.com

SHORELINE 
RENOVATION!

• Dock Monitoring / Moving / Maintenance
• Mobile Dock Welding &
  Gangway Wheel Systems
• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading
• Lake Cove Dredging
• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation
• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair

Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock 
Available with Shoreline Steps

Tennessee Crab Orchard Steps Tennessee River RockConcrete Pathway &
TN Crab Orchard Steps

Dock Restoration
BEFORE AFTER

Granite Rip Rap 
& Granite Steps 

with Ramps
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207 Forest Cove.   This cozy waterfront getaway on 
Lake Hartwell offers fantastic views, a level lot & deep 
water.  The interior has 3bd/2ba, an open living/dining 
area with fireplace which is open to the kitchen.  Walk 
onto the lakeside full length screened porch & relax, 
barbecue, entertain or just take in the breadth taking 
views.  Very conveniently located to Saddlers Creek park 
& your boat launch.  There you will find hiking trails, 
picnic areas, playground & numerous family activities.  
Location on the lake is prime!  This one won’t last! 

Priced @ $239,000

213 Circle Dr. A must see 4 BR/3BA home on Lake 
Hartwell located just off the Seneca River section of the 
lake. The home is situated on a gently sloping lot and an 
easy walk to the covered slip dock on the lake waiting for 
you to enjoy. Conveniently located near I-85, Clemson, 
Anderson and surrounding area.  At this price it won’t last 
long!  Call today to arrange a showing.  

 $229,000

1138 Clearwater Shores Truly a rare find on Lake Hartwell, 
a lakefront cabin located on an almost level lot with deep year 
round water just off the Tugaloo section of the lake, (Buoy 
T 20 by water). The cabin is a modified/added on vintage 
camper in excellent condition. It is ready for you to enjoy the 
lake or remove & build your own dream home. A covered 
slip low maintenance dock is in place on the lake & the 
shoreline has over 200 feet of interlocking concrete retaining 
wall in place. Call today for details or arrange a showing.  

 $249,500

310 Harbor Dr.  Great home that has been updated & ready 
to move in. This 3 bedroom 2 bath home is in an excellent 
location conveniently located near the Portman Marina & 
the 2 waterfront restaurants (The Galley & Nami’s). The 
home overlooks the marina & Lake Hartwell. Boat slips are 
available at the marina for you boat. Only minutes from 
I-85 & Anderson/Clemson Area. A must see to appreciate.  

$230,000

572 Foxy Lane   Looking for awesome water with a sandy 
beach in a serene setting on an oversized lot?  Well, call to 
see this 3Bd/3Ba   low maintenance home with hardwood 
cathedral ceilings.  Open floor plan on the main level.  A 
nice fireplace for those chilly evenings!  A huge screened 
in porch overlooking the lake & nature.  Close to the 
mountains.  Everyone can have their  own space in this 
multi-level home.  It also offers a garage/workshop/storage 
area & its’ own private entrance to the lower living area.  

Price reduced to $274,900 

513 Shoal Creek Crossing A casual 3Bd./2Ba.  waterfront 
home which offers lake views from your family room, 
dining room, sunroom & large deck.  It has a large finished 
walk-out basement & a lower level garage.  You will enjoy 
the large covered dock which sits in deep water & a private 
gentle sloped lot.  Investors may be interested in its’ rental 
potential.  Conveniently located just off I-85. 

Reduced to sell @ $239,000

1065 Tranquility Ln. Just like the name implies a tranquil 
& private location on Lake Hartwell. The home has been 
completely renovated inside & out. New exterior siding, a 
new deck & a  cart path to the covered slip dock on the 
lake. Inside the home is COMPLETLY NEW, everything, 
including the interior walls, all cabinets, granite, tile & 
carpet floors, new baths.  If it is inside it is new. 

$319,900 
OWNER WILL PAY CLOSING COST

149 Hickory Hill Ln.  Custom built home on Lake 
Hartwell, 5 BR/3BA with an open floor plan waiting for 
you! Walk into the first floor & experience casual lake 
living & great views. The master BR suite includes a private 
screen porch to enjoy the lake breeze & water views. A fully 
finished lower level includes a huge rec. room with a wet 
bar, 2 BRs & 2 “flex” rooms being used as BRs. Gentle walk 
to the lake & the double deck all aluminum dock. HUGE 
REDUCTION!! 

$425,000

118 Private Lane.   Lake living is good & even better when 
you’re on a gentle sloped lot with “knock out” views of 
sailboat waters.  This 3bd/2ba lake cottage has a covered dock 
in place on deep water. The floor plan is open & bright with 
skylights & vaulted ceilings. The fireplace adds coziness. The 
living area opens to an expansive rear deck which is perfect 
for those barbecues, entertaining or watching sunsets.  A 
2 car attached garage plus an oversized detached garage 
is perfect for those boat toys, a workshop or storage. Great 
Location!  Priced @ $360,000

 
330 Huntington Rd.   Come see “Lake Living at its’ best” 
in this Custom Built home which has it all.  Great location, 
desired neighborhood, deep green water, covered slip 
dock with sundeck, front porch, expansive covered rear 
deck, fantastic views & much much more!!!  This 4Bd/3Ba 
home was built with great attention to detail & offers a 
very “versatile” open split floor plan, two master suites, a 
workshop, cabinet lined garage, abundant storage space & a 
bonus room.  This is a home you will love living in!!! 

$649,000

664 Childress Dr.   This delightful waterfront home offers 
an abundance of amenities & possibilities.  Begin with 
a luscious park setting on a level lot, walk down to the 
covered double slip dock in place which is equipped   w/
lift, power & water.  Enjoy fantastic views from the home & 
the expansive rear decking.  The open floor plan creates a 
nice flow throughout. Storage is abundant.  A big plus is the 
garage apartment which is idea for guests or in-laws.  Great 
neighborhood & convenient location.   

Reduced over $55k to $383,000  

116 Laurel Ln.  Lake Hartwell home has a private setting in Port Laurel 
subdivision only minutes from I-85 & Anderson. A deep water location 
on Seneca River section of the lake w/great lake views & an easy walk 
form the home to your covered slip dock. The open floor plan offers 
ease of access to the living room, kitchen, den & dining rooms. Oversize 
master suite  on main floor, with large full bath, sitting area, your private 
sunroom that opens on to the deck overlooking the lake. Lower level 
has a large rec. room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms, a flex room being used 
as a bedroom & 1 ½ baths. Home is being offered mostly furnished. Call 
today to arrange a showing to see this great home.  $480,000
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33 Harbor Gate   Beautiful lakefront condo on the main 
level in this Gated Residential Community.  This lovely 2 
bedroom unit is spacious & well maintained.  The balcony 
is new & offers great views of Lake Hartwell.  It is also 
close to all the amenities, the pool, clubhouse & tennis 
courts.  Harbor Gate has a much desired location & offers 
convenient access to I-85, Portman Marina, restaurants & 
shopping.  

Priced to sell @ $132,500

201 Singleton  Private & affordable lake living.  Enjoy this 
3Bd./2Ba  “retreat” that sits on 1.45 acres (2 lots) & has great 
water, fantastic views, beautiful woods & an easy walk to 
the lake. Open & deep waters for all water activities.  Plenty 
of room to beach your boat with nearby boat ramp.  Large 
deck for entertaining & a little guest cottage.  Charming 
lake neighborhood in great location. 

REDUCED TO $112,000

122 Overlook Two BD/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, a 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details

214 Boxwood Lane Secluded 3BR/2.5BA hideaway is 
surrounded by woods & nature. It is located at the end of 
a cul-de-sac & backs up to Lake Hartwell. Total makeover 
sports an airy kitchen with stainless steel appliances & 
granite countertops. Low maintenance laminate floors 
enhance the lifestyle of this comfy floor plan. Extras include 
a cozy fireplace, deck, storage & recreation room. 

$174,900

1028 Pine Lake Dr. You must see this completely renovated 
4 bedroom 2 bath home adjacent to Lake Hartwell. The 
home is new throughout; new kitchen cabinets with granite 
countertops, new appliances, new carpet in the bedrooms 
& laminate wood flooring in the living room. Baths as well 
have all new tile showers, floors & cabinets with granite 
tops. A large low maintenance deck is ready & waiting for 
you to enjoy & entertain friends & family. Call today to 
arrange a showing.    

$139,000

125 Overlook Four BR four BA Lake view condo with 
club house, fitness room, pool, landscaped grounds with 
walking paths. Convenient location to I 85, downtown 
Anderson & Clemson! A great investment property with 
proven rental record.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details

Package of 3 Homes in Overlook Condominiums Great 
location, convenient to Anderson, Clemson & Lake 
Hartwell.  These 3 home are being offered as a package for 
investors, two are 2BR/2BA & one is 4 BR/4BA. Proven 
rental record in a high demand location.  A must see to 
appreciate the homes. 

Call for details
OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 

312 Harbor Dr.  Updated 2 BR/2 BA home in immaculate condition 
& ready to move in. Totally new kitchen; new cabinets, new counter 
tops & all appliances. If you need extra space for a home office or 
work room there is a detached heated & cooled office equipped 
with internet & telephone connections. The home is in an excellent 
community conveniently located near the Portman Marina & the 2 
waterfront restaurants. Boat slips are available at Portman Marina 
for you boat & are just an easy walk or golf cart ride to the docks. 
Minutes from I-85 & Anderson/Clemson Area. Truly a must see 
to appreciate home.  
 $225,000

236 Gumlog Dr. Lake Hartwell getaway. 2BR/1BA home 
waiting for you & your family to enjoy the lake fishing or 
water sports. The home is being offered furnished & ready 
to enjoy. Large deck & patio on the lakeside of the home for 
relaxing or entertaining family & friends. Call today to set 
up an appointment to see the home.  

REDUCED TO SELL  $99,000

412 Bertha Dr.  Looking for a great get away on Lake 
Hartwell? Take a look at this 2 BR 2 BA mobile home 
with great views of the lake. The home is being offer fully 
furnished & ready to move in & enjoy the lake. A large 
covered deck on the lakeside of the home for entertaining 
& enjoying the views is waiting. Owner has current COE 
permits for a dock & electric line is already in place with a 
light at the lakefront.  

$80,000

132 Overlook Two Bd/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details

170 S. Port Bass Perfect Weekend Getaway home on deep 
water location of the Tugaloo River section of Lake Hartwell.  
This 3 BR/2BA home is being offer fully furnished, ready to 
move in and enjoy the lake.  Low maintenance covered slip 
dock in place waiting for your boat. Easy access to I-85 and 
surrounding area. Call today to arrange a showing. 

$144,000

117 Sue Ella Ct. Well maintained 3Bd/2Ba home in Townville 
Commons.  You will enjoy the open & spacious floor plan.  The 
bedrooms are split & allows for added   privacy.  Large kitchen, 
den w/fireplace, living room & dining area all flow into each other. 
From the den, walk onto a covered deck for sitting, watching the 
kids or barbecuing.  The large yard is fenced & level.   Your kids 
will love their play area & so will your pets.  Conveniently located 
to I-85, schools, dining, shopping & Portman Marina 

Price Reduced $5K to sell at $59,900

18 Lyle Ln.  Looking for a long term rental? This is a 
great location on Lake Hartwell, convenient to I 85 & 
surrounding area. Home is a 3 bedroom 2 bath home with 
huge screen porch on lakeside of the home with awesome 
lake views. A covered slip dock in place on a DEEP water 
location just off the Tugaloo River portion of Lake & near 
Harbor Light Marina  

$1000 per month

31 Park St. 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, carport, & a spacious 
lakeside sunroom make this an ideal getaway. Nice lake 
views from the house & deck with a near level walk to the 
water. Almost a flat grassy area on the lake behind a seawall 
with steps leading into the lake. Deep year around water! 
No dock allowed but the seawall provides a perfect spot to 
tie up your boat. 

$1000.00 per month

806 Dogwood Ln.  Looking for a Lake Hartwell RENTAL 
home fully furnished & waiting for you to enjoy the lake? This 
is it, located just off buoy T 14 on Beaver Creek by water & a 
short dive to I-85 & Anderson. This 3 BR/2BA home is a must 
see, the lake side of the home has a 12’ x 55’ 3 season room for 
entertaining or just relaxing. Enjoy the feeling of being outdoors 
with the “wall of glass doors” that you can open & feel the breeze 
off the lake. The dock is a double deck, double slip dock on deep 
year round water waiting for your boat or other water toys. Call 
today to arrange showing the home.  $1200 per month   

Rented

ALL RENTALS ARE LONG TERM RENTALS  NOT WEEKLY OR WEEKEND
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218 Providence Point The best waterfront lot available on 
Lake Hartwell! Where else can you get both a sunrise & 
sunset view on deep year round Sail Boat waters? Located 
on a peninsula overlooking the Seneca & Tugaloo river area 
of Lake Hartwell. COE permit on file for full size dock & 
gangwalk. Perc. test on file with Anderson County for septic 
system &  ready to build your dream home The lot & COE 
property is cleared & ready to enjoy the lake. 

$239,900

Knox Cir. Lot 3 Great building lot located in Knox Bridge 
Crossing just off the main Tugaloo River channel of Lake 
Hartwell with a deep water cove. You cannot find a better 
lot on the lake for the price! Mostly level wooded lot with 
mature hardwood trees & an easy walk to the lake. Sorry 
no dock allowed. 

$80,000

Knox Dr. Lots 32, 33 & 34 Great building lot located in 
Knox Bridge Crossing on the main Tugaloo River channel 
of Lake Hartwell. You cannot find a better deal on the 
lake for the price! Mostly level wooded lot with mature 
hardwood trees & a easy walk to the lake. Sorry no dock 
allowed. 

$25,000 each or make an offer  
on the 3 together.

Lot 7 Martin’s Point.   EXTRAORDINARY & AMAZING 
waterfront lot in prestigeous Martin’s Point.  The feel of 
this neighborhood speaks for itself.  Huge views, close 
corp. line, 229 feet of water frontage are all a part of this 
fantastic building site along with electricity &  water already 
available.  This lot qualifies for all permits allowed & is 
eligible for a max size dock.   This is the “Perfect” lot for that 
“Dream Home” you have in mind.   

$295.000

Knox Cir. Lot 4 Great building lot located in Knox Bridge 
Crossing just off the main Tugaloo River channel of Lake 
Hartwell with a deep water cove. You cannot find a better 
lot on the lake for the price! Mostly level wooded lot with 
mature hardwood trees & an easy walk to the lake. Sorry 
no dock allowed. 

$80,000

Lot 17 Wilmac Dr.  One of the few great lots in this area of 
the lake at this price with a covered slip dock already in place 
which is included in the price.  This gentle sloped lake lot 
is in a great lake neighborhood.   It is situated on beautiful 
clear water in a cove just off “big sailboat water”.  This lot 
has a very close corp. line & has been under-brushed & 
partially cleared.  Come bring your building plans & enjoy 
your lot &  dock while you make plans.  Motivated seller has 
REDUCED price of this property to sell!!!      

$125,000

DNR Courtesy Boating Inspections for  
July 4 Holiday

Lake Hartwell 2015 Annual Recreation 
Passes Available for Purchase

DNR Gives Upstate Fish Attractors a 
‘Structure’ Makeover to Enhance  

Fishing Experience

In an effort to keep state waterways safe 
during the upcoming July 4th holiday, the S.C. 
Department of Natural Resources Law Enforce-
ment Division will again be conducting courtesy 
safety inspections at some public boat landings.

S.C. Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) boating safety and enforcement officers 
will perform a quick, but thorough, inspection 
for items such as required safety equipment and 
proper boat and motor registration. Those who 
are not in compliance with safety regulations or 
registration requirements will not be ticketed 
during the complimentary inspections. Instead, 
they will be given an opportunity to correct the 
problem before they launch their boat. DNR offi-
cers will also be available to answer questions and 
give boaters tips on how to stay safe on the water.

To report boating violations such as reck-

less operation or an intoxicated boat operator, 
call the DNR toll-free, 24-hour hotline at 1-800-
922-5431. For a copy of South Carolina’s boating 
regulations, to find out about local boating safety 
courses or to obtain a free float plan form contact 
the DNR Boating Safety Office at 1-800-277-4301.

Also note, the South Carolina General As-
sembly has designated July 4th as Free Fishing 
Day. All South Carolina residents may fish free 
in freshwater on July 4 without a recreational 
license. All fishing regulations, such as bag and 
size limits and gear restrictions remain in place.
• River Forks Boat Ramp - Lake Hartwell - 10 

a.m. to 12 noon - Anderson Co.
• Twelve Mile Park - Lake Hartwell - 11 a.m. to 

1 p.m. - Pickens Co.
• River Forks Boat Ramp - Lake Hartwell - 2 

p.m. to 4 p.m. - Anderson Co.   <

Reprint from the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/

SAVANNAH, Ga. – New 2015 annual passes 
for day use recreation areas are now available for 
purchase. The annual pass costs $30 and remains 
valid for 12 months from the date of purchase. 
Passes may be purchased at Hartwell Lake Visitor 
Center, 5625 Anderson Highway, Hartwell, Ga. (or 
at any Corps campground office at Hartwell Lake) 

Annual passes sold in 2015 have a 2016 ex-
piration date sticker. Annual pass holders must 
hang the pass from the vehicle’s rear view mirror 
to display the expiration date on the decal. Open 

vehicles such as motorcycles or jeeps must dis-
play the decal directly on the rear view mirror, 
or any other easily visible location on the vehicle. 

Corps day use areas typically include boat 
launch ramps, designated swimming beaches, 
and picnic areas. The annual day use pass does 
not cover camping fees, picnic shelter group res-
ervations, and other fees. Any Corps-operated 
day use recreation area throughout the nation 
accepts the pass. For a complete listing of Corps 
recreation areas, visit www.corpslakes.us. 

For more information, contact a Corps 
office near you: Hartwell Lake Project Office at 
(888) 893-0678.   <

As the wake of the 2015 Bass-
master Classic settles on Lake 
Hartwell, the S.C. Department 
of Natural Resources’ work to 

enhance fish habitat continues. If you watched 
any of the Bassmaster Classic coverage from 
Lake Hartwell recently, you definitely heard 
commentators Dave Mercer and Mark Zona 
repeatedly emphasize the importance pro an-
glers place on underwater structure and habi-
tat.

Daily coverage centered on storylines 

of Takahiri Omori fishing the “edge” of deep 
timber or brush piles, and Mike Iaconelli fo-
cusing on man-made bamboo piles, and nu-
merous similar story lines. Fish love cover. 
Unfortunately, woody structure is often sparse 
in Upstate reservoirs, since most reservoirs 
were cleared and grubbed of woody vegetation 
during reservoir construction.

To combat this habitat deficiency, the 
S.C. Department of Natural Resources’ (DNR) 
Freshwater Fisheries Section has maintained 

Western Carolina Sailing Club Active...  – continued from page 1
an open springboard regatta for small boats. The 
regatta attracts over 60 boats from around the 
region. 

“This year, starting the week of April 25th, 
we are lucky to host the North American Cham-
pionships for the Highlander class,” Lord said. 

The club expects over 50 boats from around 
the country.

“July finds the club overrun with kids as we 
host Junior Sailing camp that teaches the skills 
and sport to kids from 8-18 with US-Sailing cer-
tified instructors,” Lord said. “We are also start-
ing a formal adult learn-to-sail program this 
year.”

“Interspersed among these are cruising 
non-competitive events like distance sailing, 
overnight cruises, sail-in movies, and friendly 
contests like who can log the most miles under 
sail each year. There is also a woman-skipper-
only event benefiting Safe Harbor shelter.”

October brings the biggest event of the year 
for the sailing club. 

“We host a charity regatta to benefit Hos-
pice of the Upstate,” Lord said. “Each year over 
100 boats come from as far as Maryland and Il-
linois to compete. Last year’s regatta raised over 
$63,000 for Hospice. Additionally, the winner of 

our regatta gets to compete in the National Hos-
pice Regattas Championship in Rochester, NY.”

Near each holiday the club hosts a party 
sponsored by one of its docks’ occupants for the 
club as a whole. 

“There are chili cook-offs and gatherings 
around the hearth when it’s too cold for sailing 
and swimming in the harbor when it is too hot 
with no breeze,” Lord said. 

He describes the club as a safe place to relax 
and decompress. 

“Even on holidays when there is a crowd 
there are organized activities for those who care 
to join in,” Lord said. “ You are just as welcome 
to do your own thing. The camaraderie is some-
thing that you would really have to experience.”

“I’ve personally been involved with the club 
since my parents joined shortly after I was born 
32 years ago,” he said. “Since then, I have come 
up through our junior sailing camp, crewed for 
many skippers, purchased a boat of my own to 
skipper, shanghai’d my wife into crewing for 
me, served a three year stint as a steward on the 
board, and worked my way through the commo-
dore offices.” 

 For more information go to www.http://
www.wcsc-sailing.org.  <continued on page 17
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Clemson Sustainable  
Agriculture Program

Clemson:  www.Clemson.edu/sustainableag  
(864) 656-5057, Kelly Gilkerson 

 

Gibson’s Healthy Harvest Produce 
Westminster:  sjgib@bellsouth.net  

(864) 903-1823, Stanley Gibson 
 

Greenbrier Farms  
Easley:  www.greenbrierfarms.com  

(864) 855-9782, Amy Bishop
 

Walker Century Farms 
Anderson, www.walkercenturyfarms.com,

(864) 226-2668, Nancy Walker,  
walkercenturyfarms@yahoo.com

Year round Beef and Pork 
 

Patrick Square CSA 
Clemson (864) 654-1500, Chris Hodge 

 

Gibson Farms 
Westminster,  

www.GibsonFarmsOrganicBeef.com
(434) 221-1716,  

leland@gibsonfarmsorganicbeef.com 
Approved USDA Certified Organic Grass 

Fed Beef
 

Tokeena Angus 
Seneca: www.tokeena.com

(864) 247-000, Neil and Gwen McPhail

Taylor Creek Farm 
Toccoa: www.thehippyfarm@gmail.com,

All natural produce and poultry. 
 

Lavonia Farmers Market
Wed and Sat. (7am-11am)

1269 East Main St.,downtown Lavonia
(706) 499-8255

 

Stephens County Extension Service
Wed and Sat, (7am to 12pm) North Broad

Street in Toccoa.
 

Hartwell Downtown Farmer Market
MLK, Jr. Parking Lot, Tues. (3pm - 7pm)

Lot across from City Hall, Sat. (7am - 12pm)
www.hartwellmainstreet.com 

 

Hartwell Farmers Market
Corner of Howell St. and Carter St. 

Across from the city hall, Sat. (7am - 12pm)
Tues.,2pm - 6pm, hartfarmers@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/hartfarmers 
 

Anderson County Farmers Marker 
402 N. Murry Ave., Saturdays in May only 

(10am-2pm)  
June - November Tues, Thur, & Sat (8am - 1pm)  

Sharon Nicometo (864) 231-1924
 

Anderson Area Farm & Food 
402 N. Murray Ave. May 5 - August 25

Tues 5pm-8pm (864) 303-5393
Aaffa2013@gmail.com 

Clemson Area Food Exchange (CAFE)
On line ordering, four local pick up options 

Open year round:
www.clemsonareafoodexchange.com  

(Lance Howard, (864) 372-9004
 

Clemson Farmers’ Market 
(578 Issaqueena Trail) 

May 16 - Oct. 17 Fridays (3:00pm - 6:00pm)   
Kathi Dimmock (864) 654-3918

Kathi.dimmock@att.net
www.clemsonfarmersmarket.org

 

Clemson Univeristy Farm Fresh 
Market

(CU, Cox Plaza)  April 3, 10, 17, 24 (11am - 2pm) 
Nicole Schutte market@clemson.edu

 

Berry Acres
Strawberry season Fri., mid April at 8am, 

Mon – Fri 8am - 7pm, Sat 8am-6pm,
updates on facebook, (864)224-5441, 

berryacresllc@gmail.com 
Brett & Angie Edelen

 

Seneca Farmers Market
(Main St. at Norton Thompson Park) 

June - Sept., Tues,Thur & Sat (6am - 12pm)    
Ed Halbig (864) 885-2726 

 

Six Mile Farmers Market
(At the old Fire Station, 102 S, Main St.)

Thur (4pm - 7pm) throughout the summer 
months, starting May 15

(Six Mile FM Cont.) James Hayes,  
(864) 650-5078

James_hayes@sixmilesc.org
 

Westminster Tuesday Farmers Market  
(Under the gazebo at the Depot)

June - Oct. (4pm -7pm) 
Sandra Powell (864) 647-5316

 

Foothills Heritage Market
178 Hayfield Road, Westminster  

(Across from Blue Ridge Electric Co-Op)
May16 - Nov. 1 (8am - 12pm) 
Nathan Hall (864) 324-4231

 

Split Creek Farm
3806 Centerville Rd., Anderson

Mon. – Sat. 9am - 6pm  www.splitcreek.com   
Tours and Open year round, Evin Evans 

(864) 287-3921

Buy From Your Local Farmers & Markets
Spring has started and there’s plenty of local produce available near where you live.   These farms provide a portion of their 

weekly harvest for a fee.  Contact the farm directly to find out costs, when the season starts, etc.

Top Rt & Bottom Rt Images: Gibson Farms

DNR Gives Upstate Fish Attractors... – continued from page 16
fish concentration sites (or attractors) in res-
ervoirs for decades, according to Mike Wil-
son, DNR Upstate fisheries technician. The 
attractors enhance the recreational fishing 
experience for South Carolina anglers by con-
centrating fish. Fish attractors are often cre-
ated using discarded Christmas trees. These 
“brush piles” or other structures also provide 
suitable habitat and surface area for aquatic 
insects and other organisms (zooplankton, 
algae, and other plant life) that attach to the 
attractor material and serve as food for fish.

“The major challenges with attractors 
made of Christmas trees have been the dif-
ficulty in getting trees to stand upright along 
with the relatively fast deterioration rate, re-
quiring annual refurbishment,” Wilson said. 
DNR has also experimented with various PVC 
structures over the years, which tend to be 
much more expensive. Follow-up dive obser-
vations by DNR staff indicate that while very 
durable, these more permanent plastic struc-
tures may not be as effective at concentrating 
fish as natural woody attractors.

Beginning in 2014, Wilson, Joey Hazel, 
and other Upstate fisheries technicians be-
gan experimenting with the use of bamboo 
structures for fish attractors in several Upstate 
lakes including Greenwood, Hartwell, Seces-
sion and Edwin Johnson. Bamboo is strong 
and resilient, which means it will last longer 
than recycled Christmas trees.

“We estimate the bamboo structures will 
likely provide good habitat for five to 10 years 
or more before having to be refurbished,” Wil-
son said. “Bamboo also has hollow internodal 
regions, which means the top of the sunken 
fish attractors float or stand in an upright po-
sition.” This property of bamboo maximizes 
the structural complexity of the created fish 
habitat.

Upstate fisheries technicians just com-
pleted the construction and deployment of 
186 bamboo fish attractors in four Upstate 
lakes. Future plans are to incorporate more 
bamboo attractors on other lakes. Large bam-
boo structures are also being incorporated 
into the large-scale Lake Hartwell Fish Habitat 
Enhancement project.

All DNR fish attractor sites are marked 
with a distinct yellow buoy with the silhouette 
of a fish. GPS coordinates and maps of DNR 
fish attractor sites can be found on the DNR’s 
website at http://www.dnr.sc.gov/fish/fishat-
tract/fishattr.html.

Whether you are a Bassmaster pro chas-
ing a $300,000 payday or merely a crappie an-
gler with a bucket full of minnows, anticipat-
ing fried fillets for supper, DNR fish attractors 
are a great place to wet a line. The newly con-
structed bamboo attractors in Upstate lakes 
should make fishing a DNR fish concentration 
area all the more fruitful. <
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By PRESTON HARDEN  
Professional Guide, Lake Hartwell  
www.bucktailguideservice.com

As of mid-March, the Lake is only 
2 feet below full pool and rising. It was 
a cold winter, but spring is here and the 
fishing is great. Everything goes shallow 
in the spring. They first go to get warm in 
the shallow water and then to spawn in the 
shallow water. 

Throwing small baitfish imitating 
artificials to the banks will catch hybrids, 
stripers, largemouth bass, and Kentucky 
spotted bass. The Kentucky spotted bass 

are really taking off in Hartwell. We catch 
more and bigger spots 
every year. They do 
not get as big as their 
cousin, the largemouth 
bass, but they are easier 
to catch, fight much 
better, and taste as 
good as crappie.

As spring transi-
tions to summer, most 
fish will move back to 
deeper water as they seek cooler water. 
This is prime bait fishing time for hybrids 

and stripers. Most summer days we catch 
30 to 40 fish in a 
few hours. We usu-
ally start with five 
or six dozen blue 
back Herring and 
run out of bait be-
fore lunch. I think 
Lake Hartwell is the 
best striper/hybrid 
Lake in the country. 

By next year, we may 
have the best Kentucky spotted bass Lake 
in the country.  <

Above: Hutch Roper from Greensboro, GA. with a nice spring 
time striper caught on a 1/8 oz. jig and tiny zoom fluke.

Fishing Forecast Spring to Summer

Professional Fisherman Becomes Hero
By Susan Martin

Professional fisherman David Walk-
er participated in the Bassmaster Classic 
competition on Lake Hartwell in Febru-
ary. He reeled in more than fish.  One day 
during the competition, Walker became a 
hero by rescuing a man from the cold lake 
water.

“It was on Sunday around noon,” 
Walker said, “although it was a very pretty 
day, sunny and no wind at the time, it was 
still very cold. I was bundled up like the 
kid on the Christmas Story movie.”

Walker spotted a man in the water.

“The lack of wind was very impor-
tant as it made him visible to me. Had 
there been any wave action, I may have 
not seen him.”

The Bassmaster Classic competition 
was Walker’s first tournament on Lake 
Hartwell.

“I’m not very familiar with it at all,” 
he said.  “Matter of fact, I only realized 
days later that I was on Georgia side when 
this happened. This was down by the dam 
in a creek that the day before was just too 
rough to go there so I went on this day 
because of the lack of wind.” 

“I think the biggest lesson in all this 
is to be very respectful of cold water. No 
matter how good of a swimmer you are 
the cold is something you really have no 
defense against other than keeping your 
life jacket on all day.”

Walker said he has a hard time refer-
ring to himself as a hero.

“I just did what needed done at the 
time ” he said. “I know that anyone else 
in the tournament would have done the 
same thing. I truly was in the right place 
at the right time.”  <

Hartwell Hooks the FLW College Fishing 
Tour in 2017!

Hartwell Selected for B.A.S.S. Tournament

By Nikki Meyers

The Hart County Chamber of Commerce is 
pleased to announce that the Gum Branch Park 
Mega Ramp will be the site of the FLW College 
Southeastern Conference Qualifier May 30th 
2015. The qualifier draws college teams from 
Mississippi, Florida, North and South Carolina, 
and Georgia. This will bring 100 anglers to Lake 
Hartwell for the event. 

The FLW  is the country’s largest tourna-
ment-fishing competition for college bass clubs. 
FLW College Fishing consists of five conferences 
– Central, Northern, Southern, Southeastern and 
Western. Each conference season consists of three 
one-day qualifying tournaments with a maxi-
mum of 50 teams in each event, with the winning 
team earning $2,000. The top 15 teams from each 
of the three qualifying events in a conference (a 
total of 45 teams) advance to a two-day FLW Col-
lege Fishing Invitational, with the winning team 
earning $4,000. The top 10 teams from each of the 

Invitationals advance to the 2015 National Cham-
pionship. (Source: FLW Outdoors)

“We are excited to be chosen as the host site 
and to work with such an outstanding Tour group. 
With college teams comes college parents, grand-
parents and their extended families to watch their 
weigh ins and support them. We think the spec-
tator crowd will be the biggest yet”, says Nicki 
Meyer, the Executive Director of the Hart County 
Chamber of Commerce.  The city of Hartwell is a 
great locale for fishing tournaments, being just 5 
minutes from the Gum Branch location and very 
close to restaurants, hotels and shopping. The 
Gum Branch facility is located on the big water 
section of Lake Hartwell and has 7 launch ramps, 
a 20 boat T-dock, a 50x50ft pavilion, and parking 
for 150 boats/trailers. 

If you are interested in assisting with the 
preparations of the FLW College Tour on May 
30th, please contact the Hart County Chamber 
of Commerce at hartchamber@hartcom.net or 
call 706-376-8590.  <

The Georgia Bass Federation holds 
one tournament a year and they 
would like to hold their 2017 

event here in Hartwell on March 27th and 28th 
2017. Practice days are March 24th,25th,26th. 
The Federation invites 300 plus contestants 
to participate and they form 6 person teams. 

Hartwell is pleased to host their tournament 
again and look forward to helping make this an 
exciting week of fishing.

This is a huge economic impact to the 
community, between lodging, food, gas and 
incidentals we anticipate  the impact to be over 
$150,000 directly from the anglers.  <
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Canadian Snowbirds to Fill Anderson 
County Sky on May 27

By Angie Springer
ANDERSON REGIONAL AIR-

SHOW SALUTES KOREAN WAR  
VETERANS; COMMEMMORATES THE 
75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BAT-
TLE OF BRITAIN 

ANDERSON COUNTY, SC – The An-
derson County Council is proud to announce 
the inaugural Anderson Regional Airshow. On 
Wednesday, May 27, 2015, the Canadian Forc-
es 431st Air Demonstration Squadron, better 
known as the Canadian Snowbirds, will grace 
the skies of Anderson County.

Serving as Canadian ambassadors, the 
Snowbirds demonstrate the Skill, Professional-
ism and Teamwork inherent in the women and 
men of the Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) 
and the Canadian Armed Forces. The pilots and 
technicians work as a team to bring thrilling per-
formances to the North American public.

“We are thrilled to welcome the Canadian 
Snowbirds back to Anderson,” said County 
Council Chairman Tommy Dunn. “The An-
derson Regional Airport is one of our County’s 
greatest assets and this event will help us show-
case it to the public. On behalf of the entire 
county council, I urge everyone to mark your 
calendar for what is certain to be a spectacular 
event.”

The Snowbirds performance will com-
memorate the 75th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Britain.  The team will honor the courageous 

airmen and hardworking ground crew who sac-
rificed so much during this difficult time in his-
tory.  The Snowbirds trace their heritage directly 
back to these gallant pilots and crews of whom 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill said, 
“Never in the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few.”

The Snowbirds will be joined by the Special 
Forces Association Parachute Team and other 
exciting civilian aerobatic performers as well as 
historic WWII aircraft.

Anderson resident and nationally known 
airshow narrator, Hugh Oldham, said, “The 
Snowbirds will headline a world class airshow 
comparable to any in North America.  It will be 
exciting to see both the jets, top tier aerobatic 
performers and historic aircraft flying over our 
hometown airport.”

This event will also feature a “Salute to 
Korean War Veterans” with an aerobatic perfor-
mance by the “Korean War Hero,” a full restored 
Chance-Vought Corsair F-4U Corsair.

The airshow, sponsored by Anderson 
County and companies of South Carolina’s 
growing aerospace industries, is free and open 
to the public.  Parking is also free.

Mark your calendar now - May 27th 2015 
at the Anderson Regional Airport.  Gates open 
at 11:00 and “Smoke On” at 3:00 PM.

For more information: astringer@ander-
soncountysc.org  |  864.934.6451  <



20                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 www.hartwelllakenews.com          Spring 2015HartwellLakeNews Lake Business


