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FEATURED HOME

441 Glenn Ferry  You must see this custom 
design/built 4BR/3BA home to believe the 
expansive lake views on Sail Boat water just off 
the Tugaloo River section of Lake Hartwell. As 
soon as you walk in the door you are welcome 
into a huge family room with soaring tongue & 
groove pine ceilings & hardwood floors through 
the home...Read more on page 14!

$455,000

INSIDE
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Hartwell---If you enjoy extreme 
watersports mark your calendars for 
August 8 and 9. On that weekend the 
Hart County 
Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e 
will host “fam-
i l y - f r i e n d l y 
action on the 
shores of Lake 
Hartwell.” 

N i c k i 
Meyer of the 
Chamber said 
she expects 
3,000 or more spectators and over 100 
participants to participate in water-
cross racing and freestyle stunt per-
formances, along with other events, at 

Long Point Recreation Area.
“We will also have a 5k Run/

Walk at Long Point Park with plenty 
of kid events 
and family 
paddleboard 
d e m ons t r a -
tions,” she 
said. In ad-
dition, food 
vendors will 
be on hand to 
feed the hun-
gry crowd.

T h e 
main event is the Hidden Trails Na-
tional Pro Watercross Tour featuring 
some of the best U.S. watercross rac-

By R.V. Jackson
Hartwell Lake was at just over 

660 feet above mean sea level, or full-
pool, during June. 

Projections indicate the lake will 
only lose about five feet of that total by 
the end of December, if current rain-
fall projections hold.

Whenever the lake is full it 
means fishing and recreational ac-
tivities are at full-throttle during the 
busy summer season. As one might 
imagine, economic studies indicate 
the impact on the local economy is di-
rectly related to lake levels. A one-foot 
change in water levels, plus or minus, 
can influence the number of visitors 
to Hartwell by over 21,000 people 
per month, according to a 2010 U. 

S. Army Corps of Engineer analysis.  
There is also an obvious connection 
between water levels and real estate 
transactions. When the lake is brim-
ming with water Hartwell Lake prop-
erties sell quicker, not so much when 
the water levels retreat.

The Anderson Area Chamber 
of Commerce has indicated Hartwell 
Lake is very vital to the local econo-
my. Tourist usage, combined with lo-
cal resident’s use, stimulates the local 
economy through the sale of food, 
fishing equipment, gasoline and relat-
ed products. The Chamber estimates 
65 percent of local businesses benefit 
in some way from the lake.

And good fishing also brings 

The Hart County Chamber of 
Commerce is pleased to announce that 
the Gum Branch Park Mega Ramp will 
be the site of the Georgia B.A.S.S State 
Classic on October 14th-17th 2015.  This 
event will bring together the GBN adult, 
college and high school anglers. The Tour 
Director estimates 120-150 
anglers from across the state 
of Georgia will be coming to 
fish Lake Hartwell, with two 
practice days and two days of 
tournament fishing. 

“We are excited to be 
chosen as the host site and to 
work with such an outstand-
ing Tour group. They were here in 2010 
as our kick off Tournament when the 
new ramp was built and were welcomed 
with such hospitality they decided to 
come back. With college and high school 
teams comes their parents, grandparents 
and their extended families to watch 
their weigh ins and support them.  So 

the economic impact of the Tournament 
should be very good for the commu-
nity. ”, says Nicki Meyer, the Executive 
Director of the Hart County Chamber 
of Commerce.  The city of Hartwell is a 
great locale for fishing tournaments. The 
Downtown area is just 5 minutes from 

the Gum Branch location 
and very close to restaurants, 
hotels and shopping. Staying 
in Hartwell, you can have a 
hook in the water in less than 
10 minutes. The Gum Branch 
facility is located on the big 
water section of Lake Hart-
well and has 6 launch ramps, a 

20 boat tie up T-dock, a 50x50ft pavilion, 
and parking for 168 boats/trailers. 

If you are interested in assisting 
with the preparations of the B.A.S.S. 
Nation Tournament in October, please 
contact the Hart County Chamber of 
Commerce at hartchamber@hartcom.
net or call 706-376-8590.  <

By Susan Martin
Defenders For Children and 

Palmetto Boat Center are joining to-
gether to cast away child abuse by cre-
ating awareness of the issue at several 
upcoming fishing tournaments.

“Palmetto Boats is doing an out-
standing job putting tournaments 
together and Defenders For Children 
is all about education, awareness and 
working with teens,” said Toni Clark, 
CEO/Founder of Defenders for Chil-
dren.

“There are two sides to each 
tournament. We talk to the fishermen 
about child abuse; and we offer teens 
in a local shelter an opportunity to fish 

during the tournament.”
Clark said it is important for the 

teens to see that people care in a world 
where they feel scared and alone.

The Cast Against Abuse Project 
will help raise awareness about child 
abuse, not just in the local area but 
across the nation. 

“We are offering an opportunity 
for men and women to join togeth-
er, do what they love and help raise 
awareness at the same time,” Clark 
said. “Our favorite part is the oppor-
tunity the tournaments are offering 
teens from local homes to participate 
by fishing during the tournaments. 

Second Annual Wet n’ Wild 
Weekend Coming to Hartwell

Economic Outlook Upbeat for 
Hartwell Lake

Hartwell Hooks Another Big 
Fishing Tour In 2015!

continued on page 4

continued on page 4

continued on page 4

For updates on current events join  
our facebook page.

Cast Against Abuse to Raise 
Awareness of Child Abuse
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ers, plus many international racing champions. 
Watercross consists of racing on water while 
riding a personal watercraft. It is a sanctioned 
event in many countries around the 
world. For more information go to 
www.prowatercross.com online.

The event kicks-off on Fri-
day, August 7 with the Corporate 
Challenge pre-event beginning at 
4:00 p.m. Organizers say this is 
an excellent opportunity for busi-
nesses to participate in watercross 
by sponsoring a four-member team 
in timed-relay events. All watercraft 
and safety equipment necessary 
to participate in the event will be 
provided. Cost to register a team is 
$100. Please contact the Chamber 
to sign up. The pre-event is free to 
spectators.

Pro Watercross Racing starts 
at 10 a.m. Saturday and Sunday 
with a freestyle stunt event both 
days at noon. The 5k Run/Walk at 
Long Point Park on Saturday begins 
at 7 a.m. followed by a splashdown 
in the lake to cool off. To register 
for the 5k go to www.active.com or 
contact the Hart County Chamber for an entry 
form. The full schedule is on the Hart County 

Chamber website. A two-day event pass is $8 
and children under six are free.  

Contact the Hart Chamber of Commerce at 

706-376-8590 or email hartchamber@hartcom.
net for more details.  <

Second Annual Wet n’ Wild Weekend Coming to Hartwell – continued 
from page 1

Economic Outlook Upbeat for Hartwell Lake – continued from page 1

Cast Against Abuse to Raise Awareness of Child Abuse– continued 
from page 1

people to Hartwell Lake. Tom Cloer, one of the 
organizers of the Fishers of Men program, said 
fish are moving towards their summer patterns 
and are setting up on the drops, points, and 
humps at the mouths of creek runs. Large fish 
are beginning to show up on offshore structures 
on the main body of the lake. Cloer recommends 
fishing top water baits early morning, then fish-
ing brush piles and ledges 15-20 ft. deep as tem-
peratures rise.

Chip Hamilton of Lake Hartwell Fishing 
Charters has been in business for 21 years. “This 
is shaping-up to be the best fishing year I can re-
member. The summer is going to be record set-
ting for meeting creel limits,” he said.

Hamilton said fishermen are coming from 
Charlotte, Columbia and the Atlanta-area to fish 
Hartwell because of the possibilities of catching 

numerous hybrid and striped bass. Hamilton 
says fishermen enjoy fishing Hartwell because it 
is less crowded than Lake Lanier and other lakes 
near metropolitan areas.

“Hartwell has a huge fish population right 
now. We expect the fall fishing to be just as good 
with 25-30 fish being caught a day,” Hamilton 
said. 

Bill Plumley of Captain Bill’s Fishing Ad-
ventures said striper action was good during 
June with a lot of action with channel catfish 
coming to Hoss’s Hawg Bait during the daytime. 
Plumley said he does not see much difference in 
his business whether Hartwell Lake is full or if 
it is down. 

“I have fished the lake since 1973 and have 
established a good business that stays pretty 
even during good and bad times,” he said.  <

Many  of the teens have never been fishing, been 
on a boat or even seen a lake before. Cast Against 
Abuse offers them a wonderful experience in 
fishing at the same times seeing that people do 
care about them at a time when they feel alone.”

The 2015 Palmetto Boat Center Tourna-
ment Trail consists of seven qualifying events, 
and a two-day classic at the end. Each quali-
fier will offer a $1,000 first place guarantee, and 
the two day classic will offer a $5,000 first place 
guarantee.

The trail started on Feb. 7th at Lake Hart-
well. Two qualifying events are remaining for 
October 3 at Mile Creek Park on Lake Keowee 
and November 14 at Portman Marina in Lake 
Hartwell.  The two day classic will be November 

13th at Mile Creek Park, Lake Keowee, and No-
vember 14th at Portman Marina, Lake Hartwell. 

“We need fishermen, event sponsors, do-
nated fishing equipment, donated gifts for the 
teens, financial donations, and experienced vol-
unteer fishermen to help teach the teens at the 
tournaments,” Clark said.

Donated equipment and gifts can be 
dropped off at Palmetto Boat Center, located at 
2840 New Easley Highway in Greenville.  They 
are open Tuesday through Saturday. 

Defenders for Children and Palmetto 
Boat Center are joining forces to make the Cast 
Against Abuse project an even bigger success 
then before.  <
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By Herb Burnham, Executive 
Director Lake Hartwell  

Association
For more than 25 years the Lake Hartwell Asso-

ciation (LHA) and the US Army Corps of Engineers 
have teamed 
up to clean up 
the shores and 
islands of the 
lake.  Normally 
the cleanup is 
conducted in 
the Fall.  This 
year however, 
the cleanup was 
planned to coin-
cide with Earth 

Day, April 22nd and was labeled “Cleanup Greenup 
2015”.  The change was intended to remove as much 
trash as possible before the beginning of the 2015 

boating and camping season.  Officially, the cleanup 
began on Saturday, April 18th and was to peak on 
Saturday the 25th.  Unfortunately the weather did 
not cooperate, and the morning of the 25th began 
with a cold rain, resulting in the cancellation of a 
number of Scout troops being taken to the islands 
by LHA’s CoveKeepers.  

Several hundred individuals and civil organi-
zations had volunteered ahead of time to cleanup 
specific areas, and most did so prior to and/or after 
the 25th.   The LHA, in order to encourage participa-
tion, offered a helicopter flyover tour of the lake to 
a lucky winner of a drawing made up of those who 
had previously signed up with the Corps to cleanup 
specific areas.  Gordon Stutts of Lavonia, GA was the 
lucky winner.  LHA member Greg Shore made the 
flyover possible by making his helicopter and pilot-
ing skills available.  Thank you Greg!

Placing more emphasis on cleanup earlier in 
the season will hopefully generate more interest in 
adopting areas to keep clean by picking up trash 

several times throughout the year…and especially 
during the months of highest boating and camping 
activity.  Those who appreciate the importance of 
keeping our beautiful lake clean and would like to 
adopt an area should contact Corps Ranger Dustin 
Cullen at DustinRCullen@usace.army.mil.   Dustin 
is to be commended for doing an outstanding job in 
planning and coordinating this year’s cleanup cam-
paign. 

Thanks also to the Home Depot stores in Hart-
well, Lavonia, Seneca and Anderson who donated 
trash bags, drinking water, gloves, and other items 
helpful to the cleanup.  So on your next visit to one 
of those stores please take a few minutes to thank 
the store manager.  Duke Energy and Hart County 
EMC also helped with monetary donations.  The five 
marinas were also most cooperative as were the six 
counties in terms of providing trash collection and 
disposal.  

Finally, we all know that the best way to avoid 
“trashing” is to leave nothing behind.  In addition to 

life jackets, plastic trash bags and protective gloves 
for picking up trash, are all considered mandatory 
items on my pontoon boat.  Each time we take the 
boat out the last half hour or so is dedicated to pick-
ing up trash.  Try it…it’s a good way to end the day 
knowing you did something for the lake.

The Lake Hartwell Association’s motto is “for 
the sake of the lake” and we take great pride in work-
ing with the Corps of Engineers, the two states, the 
five marinas, and the six counties bordering the 
lake.  Our membership is made up of thousands 
who truly appreciate this magnificent resource and 
want to keep it that way for future generations.  So, 
if you’re not already a member of the Association, I 
would encourage you to join by going to our web-
site LakeHartwellAssociation.org.    Membership 
fees and donations make it possible to continue the 
cleanup and other ongoing activities “for the sake of 
the lake”.  Membership “headcount” (voters) is also 
important when dealing with political entities at the 
county, state and federal levels.  <

Lake Hartwell Cleanup Greenup 2015

By R.V. Jackson
Clemson---The Friends of the Green Crescent, 

a grassroots organization of community members, 
business leaders and those who enjoy the out-of-
doors has released plans for up to seven pedestrian 
and bike path improvements in the Clemson-Hart-
well Lake area.

A group of Clemson University architecture 
students have developed plans they say will increase 
pedestrian and biking opportunities by connecting 
walking and biking pathways. The project is support-
ed by the city of Clemson, Clemson Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the university. The Green Crescent is 

the name given to the student project. 
Chad Carson, a local businessman, said he be-

came interested in the idea of connecting points of 
interest and value in the area when he had his own 
children.

“I was looking for safe ways to travel to favorite 
locations with children in strollers and found there 
are impediments that could be easily overcome, in 
some cases,” Carson said.

The grad students’ project presents solutions 
for seven different travel areas where increased ac-
cessibility would benefit the community and local 
businesses. One area of interest is S.C. Highway 133 

from downtown Clemson to the Clemson Univer-
sity North Forest, a distance of about 3.6 miles. The 
student study revealed the major impediment to 
bike and pedestrian traffic on the route is the bridge 
over Hartwell Lake. The bridge has narrow margins 
that are not friendly to bike or pedestrian travel and 
motorized traffic frequently exceeds the speed limit.

The study recommended using CatBus service 
from downtown Clemson to 12-Mile Beach and 
the construction of a boardwalk beside the bridge 
for pedestrian and bike traffic. The students offered 
similar solutions for other popular routes including 
the Cherry Road to Fant’s Grove area and other areas 

bisecting Hartwell Lake.
The next step in the process of bringing the 

students’ ideas to fruition is working with Clemson 
University and the cities of Clemson, Six Mile and 
Central to make improvements in bikeway and pe-
destrian pathways, say Green Crescent members. By 
making popular areas more accessible for foot and 
bike traffic the group says businesses will prosper 
and people will be able to better enjoy Hartwell Lake 
recreationally.

For more information about the organization 
contact Chad Carson by email at greencrescenttrail 
@gmail.com.  <

Green Crescent Group Hopes to Make Hartwell Lake Areas More Accessible
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WATERCRAFTERS PWC & Jet 
Boat Service Center Now Open in West 

Anderson, SC!
WATERCRAFTERS is Lake Hartwell’s only 

business that is Personal Watercraft and Jet Boat 
exclusive. Their focus is 100% on anything and 
everything having to do with jet-skis or jet boats. 
Owner, Sam Thomas, tells us “you won’t find a 
more knowledgeable team in the area around 
Lake Hartwell, Lake Keowee & Lake Secession. 
Precision service work and outstanding 
customer service are our top priorities.” Sam 
is a former tech advisor for Yamaha Motor 
Corporation and has been working on, and 
riding, Personal Watercraft since they arrived in 
the marketplace.

“Our experienced techs at WaterCrafters 
can handle anything from an annual service 
to supercharger rebuilds to high performance 
modifications and everything in between. They 
have the training and expertise to service your 
high-tech 4-stroke watercraft, but can also 
service your 2-stroke models and keep them in 
shape for the family outings on the lake.”

After 7 years on the Georgia side of the 
lake, they relocated May 1st to their current 
West Anderson location, which is near the 
intersection of Hwy. 24 and Whitehall Road. 
“We feel we will be more centrally located to 
serve the entire lake at this location,” said Vicki 
Thomas. “We have been very happy to see many 
of our previous customers at the new location, 
as well as many new customers that have just 

recently found us.”
WaterCrafters also offers pre-owned PWC 

sales, consignment sales, OEM and aftermarket 
parts, accessories, batteries, Amsoil brand oils & 
lubricants, trailer parts & repair and any other 
services and products related to caring for and 
riding your PWC.

“What sets us apart, is that we are a jet-ski 
and jet boat only service center. We know them, 
we ride them, we understand the technology and 
we keep up with the latest changes and updates. 
Our staff is passionate about what they do and 
about getting it right the first time,” says Thomas.

The new location is at 2727 Whitehall Rd., 
just ½ mile from the intersection at Hwy. 24. 
Summer Hours are Tues-Fri (9:00-6:00) and 
Sat (9:00-5:00). For more information call (864) 
224-4929 or stop in during business hours.

Look for the WATERCRAFTERS tent and 
display at the Wet n’ Wild – Triple Crown of 
Watercross (jet-ski race) on Aug. 8-9 at Long 
Point Recreation Area. As a sponsor of the event 
for the past 6 years, they’ll be front and center 
in the action packed weekend. Owner and lead 
tech, Sam Thomas will be on hand at the event 
each day and invites you to stop by to meet some 
of his team. While you are there you’ll get to 
watch some of the country’s best racers compete 
on Lake Hartwell.  <

By R.V. Jackson
For about five years a non-profit organization 

has been working to address regenerative living 
along the banks of Hartwell Lake.

Regenerative living and intentional commu-
nities go hand-in-hand and are based on a planned 
residential unit designed to have a high degree of 
social cohesion and teamwork. The members of an 
intentional community hold a common social, po-
litical, religious, or spiritual vision and often follow 
an alternative lifestyle, according to the commonly 
held definition.

The Seneca Treehouse Project began when 

Scott Bunn’s company, Bunn Construction and 
Landscaping, experienced the economic slow-
down of 2008. Looking for something different to 
do, Bunn realized many of his friends and neigh-
bors were losing access to healthy food and were 
struggling to pay mortgages and rent. Some had 
become ill due to unhealthy living practices. Bunn 
and others decided to start an intentional com-
munity based on shared experience and knowl-
edge.

Bunn says even though the project encom-
passes a small area of just over an acre, up to 10 
people at a time can live and work together on the 
property. The project collaborates with Clemson 

University in the areas of bio-fuel production and 
organic farming.

At present the project is looking for educa-
tors interested in teaching about bio-fuels, sun, 
wind and water-driven energy sources. Another 
area Bunn says the Tree House advocates is per-
maculture. “Permaculture is the study of patterns 
of nature and how nature creates a surplus without 
human intervention,” Bunn said. 

Asked if sustainability is a goal of the project, 
Bunn said he prefers to use the term “regenerative,” 
since regeneration means the restoration, renewing 
and revitalization by sources associated with nature.

Seneca Tree House on Hartwell Seeks Low-Impact Lifestyle

Joshua Halderman is a Georgia Soil 
and Water Conservation Commission Level 
1A Certified Grading Contractor, offering 
many types of services.  Among these are:  
Grading, Land Clearing, Erosion Control 
and Demolition.  And, as of 2015, his busi-
ness has grown into Brush Mowing and Hy-
droseeding as well.

Hydroseeding, also known as Hydro 
Mulching, is the process of planting grass 
and other seeds along with fertilizer, tack-
ing agents and fiber mulch in a green dye 
formulation.  It is very effective in hard to 
reach areas, such as steep hillsides and areas 
in need of erosion control.  High germina-
tion rates and rapid growth usually result 

from such plantings, according to industry 
experts.

Halderman established his business in 
2003.  “I like working, and have developed a 
business based on what I like to do best,” he 
said.  Joshua has been providing Site Work 
Services for 12 years, working Lake Proper-
ties and serving primarily Northeast Geor-
gia.

Halderman does both residential and 
commercial jobs. “We have experienced 
Equipment Operators who do not waste 
your time and money,” he said.  The Com-
pany is fully insured and works by the hour, 
or will bid a job according to the Customers 
preference.  We welcome challenging jobs.  

“Our experience doing more jobs has led 
us to more efficient strategies for projects, 
again saving the Customer time and mon-
ey,” Halderman said.

Recently, the Company has moved into 
the Mini Roll Off Dumpster rental business.  
Our dumpsters can be delivered to loca-
tions within a 40-mile radius to Carnesville, 
Georgia. Small roll off dumpsters are useful 
when doing remodeling or debris removal, 
or when Customers are in need of a smaller 
container (holding up to 10 cubic yards) for 
their projects.  Also, our truck is “Driveway 
Friendly.”  For more information, please 
contact the Company at 706-384-3148 or 
678-227-2976.  <

Introducing Joshua L Halderman, Inc… 
A Site Work Company

See ad on the right.

See ad on the right.

continued on page 10
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Bald Eagle Nesting in State Reaches New High
By GDNR Wildlife Resources Division 

SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA – The Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources has documented 
the most bald eagle nests ever found in the state, 
more than 200 sites that show eagle nesting levels 
in Georgia continue to soar.

According to preliminary results of aerial 
surveys done in January and March, the DNR’s 
Nongame Conservation Section counted 210 
occupied nesting territories, 166 successful nests 
and 270 young fledged.

These totals – the highest recorded for each 
category– are consistent with the steady increase 
in bald eagle nesting seen in previous years. 
Considering that this iconic raptor was virtually 
absent from Georgia as recently as 40 years ago, 
that trend and these recent findings are cause for 
celebration.

Survey leader Jim Ozier has witnessed 
the dramatic recovery firsthand: Ozier began 
monitoring bald eagle nesting almost three 
decades ago. At that time, nests numbered in the 
single digits. He credits the species’ recovery to 
coordinated conservation efforts and the public 
contributions that make those efforts possible.

“Georgia’s nesting bald eagle population 
continues its impressive expansion, exemplifying 
conservation success through agency cooperation 
and public support,” said Ozier, a Nongame 
Conservation Section program manager with 
DNR’s Wildlife Resources Division. “And eagles 
are doing their part by adaptively  co-existing  with 
people in many instances.”

The resurgence of bald eagles is supported in 
part by Georgians who contribute to the Georgia 
Nongame Wildlife Conservation Fund by buying 
or renewing a wildlife license plate – the bald eagle 
and ruby-throated hummingbird designs. Most 
fees for the plates benefit the more than 1,000 
Georgia plant and animal species listed as species 
of conservation concern.

The state is also home to one of the world’s 
best-known eagle nests – the Berry College nest 
live-streamed by the northwest Georgia school at 
www.berry.edu/eaglecam. Berry also shares the 
stream with DNR at www.georgiawildlife.com/
berryeaglecam.

Georgians can alert Ozier to eagle nests 
they find by reporting them online (www.
georgiawildlife.com/conservation/eaglenest) or by 
phone (478-994-1438). These reports often lead to 
previously undocumented nests. DNR works with 
landowners to help protect eagle nests on their 
property.

Bald eagles are no longer listed under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act, but they are protected by 
federal and state law.

Eagle surveys are part of the DNR Nongame 
Conservation Section’s mission to conserve 
nongame wildlife – native animals not legally 
hunted or fished for – and native plants and natural 
habitats. The section depends largely on license 
plates and other fundraisers for this work.

Learn more at www.georgiawildlife.com/
conservation/support. See how that support is put 
to work www.georgiawildlife.com/conservation/
AnnualReport.  <
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Lake Hartwell Home Showcase Tour
The Summer Lake Home Showcase Tour of 

Homes is happening Saturday July 18th from 11-
6pm in Hartwell Georgia. This is an opportunity 
for anyone who would like to see some 
outstanding homes on Lake Hartwell, to take 
a tour inside these beautiful lakeside beauties. 
Picture your family relaxing at the lake and 
enjoying the view and nature of Lake Hartwell. 

The Hart County Chamber of Commerce 
connected with the Northeast Georgia Living 
Magazine and 6 local realtors to invite the public 
inside these homes for sale for one day only. 
From a 39 acre lakeside farm and craftsman 
home complete with a guest house, private 
waterfall swimming pool, sauna and so much 
more, to an entire 22 acre private peninsula 
ready for development with a beautiful estate 
home anchoring it with the best 180 degree 
view of the lake you will find anywhere, 

complete with its own beach volleyball court! 
Each house on the 7 Home Tour is special and 
unique.  

The Northeast Georgia Living Magazine 
is available for sale at booksellers in the 
Southeast and at small retailers all over the 
Northeast Georgia area. Inside you can read 
and see the photos all about these outstanding 

homes. You can also just GPS the addresses to 
get a head start.

Come make plans to visit Hartwell Georgia 
on July 18th from 11-6pm. You can select any 
house to start your tour and pick up a map 
and guide at the front door. Refreshments will 
be available in each home and while you are in 
Hartwell, take a tour of the charming downtown. 

The town is loaded with live theatre, music 
venues, art galleries, unique fun shops and 
restaurants. Just a three minute drive from Lake 
Hartwell. Take exit 177 off of I-85, proceed 12 
miles on Hwy 77 to Hartwell. Contact the Hart 
County Chamber of Commerce at 706-376-8590 
or email hartchamber@hartcom.net for further 
details. 

Homes on the tour are:
1 Pointe Sidney Drive, Hartwell
501 Wyndward Point Drive, Hartwell
664 Lightwood Road, Hartwell
238 Attis Point Drive, Hartwell
32 Song Bird Lane, Hartwell
99 Sentu Way, Hartwell
179 York Shores, Hartwell  <
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Seneca Tree House on Hartwell Seeks Low-Impact Lifestyle – continued 
from page 7

By GDNR Wildlife Resources Division 

The Canada goose is an adaptable bird that 
can live in a variety of habitats, with many loca-
tions in close proximity to people, such as open 
farmland, rural reservoirs, suburban neighbor-
hood ponds, office complexes, parks and other 
developed areas.  This ability to thrive sometimes 
leads to summertime frustration for landowners 
or land managers who may discover large areas of 
goose feathers and feces.  

However, the Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources’ Wildlife Resources Division asks 
people to be patient with geese, especially during 
this time of year.

“Each summer, in late June and early July, 
geese go through a molting process during which 
they lose their flight feathers and are in the process 
of growing new ones,” says WRD State Waterfowl 
Biologist Greg Balkcom.  “We find that it is typi-
cally this time of year that the most complaints 
about goose feces and feathers are reported.”  

So, what can you do if you have goose prob-
lems?  During most times of the year, geese can 
be scared away with the use of harassment tech-
niques.  But because geese cannot fly during the 
molt, these techniques may not work.  During the 
molting season, WRD personnel encourage af-
fected landowners and homeowners to be patient.  
The new feathers will soon grow in, and the geese 
will regain their ability to fly and will likely move 
on.  

However, if geese continue to cause prob-

lems, here are a few tips to try and reduce the 
trouble:  
• Harassment: Landowners who don’t want 

geese on their property can first try a variety 
of harassment techniques, including chemical 
repellents, mylar balloons, wire/string barriers, 
and noise makers.  These methods are proven 
to help reduce goose problems.  However, they 
require consistency from the property owner 
and are not always 100% effective.

• Relocation or Lethal Methods: Homeowners 
who want to reduce or eliminate the goose pop-
ulation on their property can obtain a permit 
from their local WRD Game Management of-
fice (www.georgiawildlife.com/about/contact).  
This permit allows them to have geese captured 
and relocated to a suitable area or allows them 
to legally and lethally remove the animals.  The 
removal can be done by the homeowner or by 
a licensed nuisance wildlife trapper (list found 
at www.georgiawildlife.com/nuisancewildlife).

It is important to remember that Canada 
geese are a protected species under state and fed-
eral law. It is illegal to hunt, kill, sell, purchase or 
possess Canada geese except according to Geor-
gia’s migratory bird regulations.

For more information, visit the U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service website at www.fws.gov/permits.  
For a brochure on a variety of methods of dealing 
with nuisance geese, visit www.georgiawildlife.
com (Select “Hunting”, “Game Management” and 
“Nuisance Canada Geese”)  <

By Susan Martin
Barbara Collins and her husband Dean love 

the water. Barbara recently released the second 
book, Water Baby Goes Boarding; in her water 
baby series she created from watching her own son 
learn water sports. 

“The first book, Water Baby Learns to Ski, 
was a true story of my water baby learning to ski 
on Lake Hartwell and on Anderson Lake,” Barbara 
said.  She was a Reading Recovery teacher in An-
derson School District Five for over 20 years. In 
the specialized reading 
program for first graders, 
Barbara helped children 
improve their reading 
skills. She also tutored be-
ginning readers. 

“Now retired from 
teaching, I decided to 
write sports books for 
children ages two to sev-
en because I saw a need,” 
Barbara said.  “I decided to begin with water sports 
because my family has been involved with compe-
tition skiing for over 50 years.”

“I love South Carolina and our wonderful 
lakes and beaches. We are so fortunate that we can 
all be water babies in our area.”

In Water Baby Goes Boarding, Water Baby 
and his little sister try all kinds of boarding on the 
lake. Then in the middle of the book they go board-
ing at the beach. 

“So all water boarding activities are included,” 
Barbara said. “Once again the setting is in South 
Carolina. It shows our plants and animals and even 
includes a glossary to inform the parents. The par-
ents can use this to teach their little ones about our 
state.”

Water Baby is the same character in both 
books. 

“His sister, Ty Baby, is a fun addition,” Barba-
ra said. “She is Water Baby’s tag along, just like we 

all had growing up. But Water Baby doesn’t mind. 
It shows camaraderie between the siblings. It is fun 
family time.”

Gale McKinley is the illustrator for both 
books in the series. 

“She did a wonderful job with the accuracy of 
the boarding,” Barbara said,  “and was careful to in-
clude actual critters and wild life found in our area.”

Water Baby Goes Boarding is endorsed by 
April Coble, a USA world champion and masters 
winner. It is also endorsed by the American Water 

Ski Association.
“The Water Baby 

series will be continued 
with more water sports of 
our area in the next book. 
Start now collecting the 
series,” Barbara said. 

“They are sold at 
Propp Drugs in Ander-
son, Blooms Florist in 

Anderson, Books a Million, Amazon, and through 
the web site www.waterbabyandmore.com.

When discussing her books, Collins men-
tions her husband, Dean.

“He uses water skiing to minister to others,” 
she said.  “We sometimes think we have to be tradi-
tional to minister. We can’t all be good speakers or 
feel comfortable in approaching people. But God 
can use us with what we love doing and provide 
opportunities to make a difference. Sometimes see-
ing is more powerful than hearing.”

A native of the Lake Hartwell area, Dean’s love 
for water skiing began when he was five years old. 
His dad built their first boat and Dean’s first skis. 

“He began skiing at age five and competing 
at age thirteen,” Barbara said. “He still competes 
on a regional and national level. He was a member 
of the Anderson Ski Bugs. He has always helped 
people in the sport with coaching.”

Molting Season for Geese Often Brings 
Frustration for Land Owners

Collins Family Water Mission 

“We want to enrich the lives of people in this 
community and are looking for people; students 
and others with the time and interest to contribute 
to that goal. We invite them to join us,” he said.

Bunn said visitors are welcome at the site 
located at 403 Coneross Avenue in Seneca and 
should contact the Tree House directly for in-
formation at 864-710-7584 or online www.sen-
ecatreehouse.org. There are bed and breakfast 

opportunities and classes also available to the 
public as well as students.

Anyone interested in becoming a part of the 
Treehouse Project must fill-out an application and 
provide a video expressing their interest and exper-
tise, according to Bunn. 

“We are interested in people who are sincere and 
will follow through on what they start,” he said.  <

continued on page 11
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Hartwell Lake Hosts FLW College Fishing 
Southeastern Conference Finale
By R.V. Jackson

HARTWELL, GA---May 30 saw 75 college 
angling teams competing on Hartwell Lake in 
the third and final regular-season event for the 
Fishing League Worldwide (FLW) Southeastern 
Conference tournament. 

Anglers from colleges in Georgia, North 
and South Carolina, and as far away as Maryland 
and Illinois were on hand to complete for the top 
prize of $2,000 and a berth in the Southeastern 
Conference Championship tournament. 

“There’s are a few different options for an-
glers on Hartwell Lake this time of year,” said 
Walmart FLW Tour pro Anthony Gaqliardi, 
“making tournaments in early summer like this 
one exciting.

Gaqliardi said while post-spawning bass 
bite the hardest, late spawners in shallow wa-
ter on the lower end of the lake were present. 
Gaqliardi says post-spawn fish are feeding on 
herring, so offshore fishing played a major role 
in this tournament. Anglers fishing in shallow 
water around docks and drop-shotting points 
and using Carolina-rigs on the main lake also 
did well during the tournament.

“Many competitors used green-pumpkin-
colored Zoom Finesse Worms, six-inch Zoom 
Trick Worms and possibly even football-head 
jigs,” said Gagliardi. Top water baits and Zoom 
Super Flukes worked well with the offshore fish 
that are feeding. Also, natural colors and slightly 
darker colors like watermelon seed were popu-

lar with many fishermen. At press time winners 
had not been determined, but expectations were 
a five-fish limit just over 19 pounds would be re-
quired to win the tournament.

Schools were allowed to register up until 
the morning of the tournament at CollegeFish-
ing.com. Clemson University was represented 
by the teams of Dean Legg/Spencer Waldrop, 
Justin Adams/Baylor Ronemus, Patrick Willi-
ford/Briggs Kennington.

FLW College Fishing teams compete in 
qualifying tournaments in one of five confer-
ences – Central, Northern, Southern, South-
eastern and Western. The top fifteen teams from 
each regular-season tournament qualify for one 
of five Conference Championship tournaments. 
The top ten teams from each of the five Confer-
ence Championship tournaments then advance 
to the 2016 FLW College Fishing National 
Championship.

FLW College Fishing is free to enter. All 
participants must be registered, full-time stu-
dents at a college, university or community col-
lege and members of a fishing club recognized 
by their college or university.

For regular updates, photos, tournament 
news and more, follow College Fishing on Face-
book at Facebook.com/FLWFishing and on 
Twitter at Twitter.com/FLWFishing. Visit FLW-
Fishing.com to sign up or to start a club at your 
school.  <

Collins Family Water Mission – continued from page 10
In 1974, Dean and Barbara married and 

moved to Greenville, N.C. 
“It was there he met Parker Overton,” Barbara 

said, “who is still one of his best friends.”
“Dean worked with the Overton family on 

their competitive water skiing and taught their five 
year old daughter, Kristi, to ski.  Kristi went on to 
become a national, masters and world champion, 
setting many records. She held the world slalom 
record for over 12 years.” 

Kristi founded a ministry called In His 
Wakes. 

Barbara said In His Wakes is a unique, exciting 
ministry using water sports to share Christ’s love in 
a powerful and interactive way through its outreach 
programs: A Day to Remember and On the Shores.  

“Dean has been helping with this event since 
it started in 2003,” she said. “The last several years, 
the Collins Children’s Home in Seneca participated 
in the Day To Remember event on Lake Hartwell. 
When Kristi told Dean that the ministry was com-
ing to Hartwell Lake in Seneca, he quickly volun-
teered. These children ranged from ages two to 17.”  
The ministry has also worked with the Boy’s Home 
of the South and Calvary Children’s Home. The 
participants get to spend a day on the lake learn-
ing to ski, knee boarding, wake boarding, riding 
towables, riding in the boats or just playing along 
the shore of the lake. At the conclusion of the day 
they are presented with a Christian message about 
God’s love for them and all mankind.

In 1978, Dean and Barbara’s son Chevis was 
born.

“Dean coached him from the time he was nine 

months old,” Barbara said. “He taught him how to 
hold on to the rope in the tub. He pulled him around 
the yard with a riding mower so he could get the feel 
of sliding and keeping his balance. Then at the age 
of nineteen months old, Dean had Chevis behind 
the boat. Chevis went on to win many regional and 
national titles. He was written up in the Water Skier 
as an up and coming star at age 12.”

Dean has been on the World Tournament 
Boat Team with Master Craft Boat Company for 
thirty-eight years. 

“It was Master Craft Boat Company that 
contacted him five years ago to take a boat to the 
Wounded Warrior event on Lake Keowee hosted 
by Keowee Keys,” Barbara said.

“He was so touched by these amazing young 
men. He not only provided the boat, he also helped 
by pulling and coaching them on skis, wake boards, 
and other towable devices. The two-day event 
touched his life beyond measure. He received an 
award last year at the event for five years of service.”

Each year, Dean also works with the Adap-
tive Skiers. 

“This event is hosted by Roger C. Peace Reha-
bilitation Hospital,” Barbara said. “They also help 
with the Wounded Warriors. They knew of Dean’s 
service with Wounded Warriors, so they contacted 
him three years ago for his help. Dean takes his 
boat and coaches children and adults with both 
physical and/or mental handicaps.” 

“They are dealing with difficult circumstanc-
es,” Dean said. “Yet they know how to find joy in 
the smallest of ways. They inspire me to try to be 
a better person and live each day to the fullest.”  <
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Call For A Free Estimate 706-377-4891
Hartwell, GA 30643   Email: angiejohnson@jandsshoreline.com

www.jandsshoreline.com

SHORELINE 
RENOVATION!

• Dock Monitoring / Moving / Maintenance
• Mobile Dock Welding &
  Gangway Wheel Systems
• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading
• Lake Cove Dredging
• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation
• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair

Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock 
Available with Shoreline Steps

Tennessee Crab Orchard Steps Tennessee River RockConcrete Pathway &
TN Crab Orchard Steps

Dock Restoration
BEFORE AFTER

Granite Rip Rap 
& Granite Steps 

with Ramps
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1065 Tranquility Ln.  Just like the name implies a tranquil 
& private location on Lake Hartwell. The home has been 
completely renovated inside & out. New exterior siding, a 
new deck & a  cart path to the covered slip dock on the 
lake. Inside the home is COMPLETLY NEW, everything, 
including the interior walls, all cabinets, granite, tile & 
carpet floors, new baths.  If it is inside it is new. 

$299,900 HUGE Reduction 

207 Forest Cove   This cozy waterfront getaway on Lake 
Hartwell offers fantastic views, a level lot & deep water.  
The interior has 3bd/2ba, an open living/dining area with 
fireplace which is open to the kitchen.  Walk onto the 
lakeside full length screened porch & relax, barbecue, 
entertain or just take in the breadth taking views.  Very 
conveniently located to Saddlers Creek park & your boat 
launch.  There you will find hiking trails, picnic areas, 
playground & numerous family activities.  Location on the 
lake is prime!  This one won’t last.

Reduced price $225,000

118 Private Lane   Lake living is good & even better when 
you’re on a gentle sloped lot with “knock out” views of 
sailboat waters.  This 3bd/2ba lake cottage has a covered 
dock in place on deep water. The floor plan is open & 
bright with skylights & vaulted ceilings. The fireplace 
adds coziness. The living area opens to an expansive rear 
deck which is perfect for those barbecues, entertaining or 
watching sunsets.  A 2 car attached garage plus an oversized 
detached garage is perfect for those boat toys, a workshop 
or storage. Great Location!  

Reduced Price to $349,500

1138 Clearwater Shores  Truly a rare find on Lake Hartwell, 
a lakefront cabin located on an almost level lot with deep year 
round water just off the Tugaloo section of the lake, ( Buoy 
T 20 by water). The cabin is a modified/added on vintage 
camper in excellent condition. It is ready for you to enjoy the 
lake or remove & build your own dream home. A covered 
slip low maintenance dock is in place on the lake & the 
shoreline has over 200 feet of interlocking concrete retaining 
wall in place. Call today for details or arrange a showing.

$231,500

220 Richland Point  Updated 4BR/2BA home convenient to I-85 
& Anderson - steps from the huge screen porch & hot tub to the 
lake! On the lake you are welcomed to year round deep water 
with a double deck dock & boat lift. Interior has all new carpet 
& laminate flooring throughout. The kitchen has new stainless 
appliances, updated cabinets & fixtures with a serving bar. On the 
upper level you will find the updated master suite & master bath, 
2 guest/family bedrooms & another bath. Located on the lower 
level is a large family room/den with a wood burning insert. Also 
on this level are the fourth bedroom & oversized laundry room 
complete with built in cabinets & laundry sink.  $350,000

572 Foxy Lane   Looking for awesome water with a sandy 
beach in a serene setting on an oversized lot?  Well, call to 
see this 3Bd/3Ba   low maintenance home with hardwood 
cathedral ceilings.  Open floor plan on the main level.  A 
nice fireplace for those chilly evenings!  A huge screened 
in porch overlooking the lake & nature.  Close to the 
mountains.  Everyone can have their  own space in this 
multi-level home.  It also offers a garage/workshop/storage 
area & its’ own private entrance to the lower living area.  

Price reduced to $249,900

664 Childress Dr.   This delightful waterfront home offers 
an abundance of amenities & possibilities.  Begin with 
a luscious park setting on a level lot, walk down to the 
covered double slip dock in place which is equipped   w/
lift, power & water.  Enjoy fantastic views from the home & 
the expansive rear decking.  The open floor plan creates a 
nice flow throughout. Storage is abundant.  A big plus is the 
garage apartment which is idea for guests or in-laws.  Great 
neighborhood & convenient location.   

Reduced over $55k to $383,000  

116 Laurel Ln.  Lake Hartwell home has a private setting in Port 
Laurel subdivision only minutes from I-85 & Anderson. A deep 
water location on the Seneca River section of the lake with great 
lake views & an easy walk form the home to your covered slip 
dock. The open floor plan offers ease of access to the living room, 
kitchen, den & dining rooms. An oversize master suite is on the 
main floor, with large full bath, sitting area, your private sunroom 
that opens on to the deck overlooking the lake. Lower level has 
a large rec. room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms, a flex room being 
used as a bedroom & 1 ½ baths. Home is being offered mostly 
furnished. Call today to arrange a showing to see this great home.

 $459,000

112 Providence Point  This great home with over an acre of 
property is located on deep year round Sail Boat water on Lake 
Hartwell. Completely remodeled! Kitchen & Dining, all new 
granite counter tops, cabinets, laminate floors, recessed & task 
lighting, coffered ceilings & stainless appliances. The living room/
den & bedrooms all have new carpeting/paint. The bathrooms 
have been completely renovated, new tile in both & wainscot in 
master bath. Lakeside & multi-level deck have been completely 
updated & expanded for entertaining & overlook Lake Hartwell. A 
few short steps on the paved path to the covered slip dock waiting 
for your boat. Motivated Seller, bring us an offer!    $389,000

 
119 Club Point  Lovely lakefront home, breathtaking sunsets 
& a “double decker” dock are just the start. The brick exterior 
is complimented by luscious landscaping which continues 
down the gentle sloped lot to the lake & “party” dock.  The 
combination of traditional & modern open floor plan let’s ones 
eclectic style shine. A fabulous sunroom which is decked on 
both sides provides fantastic views of the lake.  On the main 
level is the master plus 2 guest bedrooms.  The terrace level is 
a fully equipped suite of its own with a screened porch & patio.  
Located in the “desired” Lake Community of Stone Creek Cove. 
Enjoy it all, golf, pool, dining & Lake Hartwell!!! $635,000

441 Glenn Ferry  You must see this custom design/built 
4BR/3BA home to believe the expansive lake views on 
Sail Boat water just off the Tugaloo River section of Lake 
Hartwell. As soon as you walk in the door you are welcome 
into a huge family room with soaring tongue & groove pine 
ceilings & hardwood floors through the home. The open 
kitchen is designed with granite countertops, all stainless 
appliances & a Prep Island. The full width porch on the lake 
side overlooks an almost level walk to the lake & the 2 slip 
double deck dock waiting for you boat & other water toys. 

$455,000

330 Huntington Rd.   Come see “Lake Living at its’ best” 
in this Custom Built home which has it all.  Great location, 
desired neighborhood, deep green water, covered slip 
dock with sundeck, front porch, expansive covered rear 
deck, fantastic views & much much more!!!  This 4Bd/3Ba 
home was built with great attention to detail & offers a 
very “versatile” open split floor plan, two master suites, a 
workshop, cabinet lined garage, abundant storage space & a 
bonus room.  This is a home you will love living in!!!

Reduced $20K to $629,000
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170 S. Port Bass Perfect Weekend Getaway home on deep 
water location of the Tugaloo River section of Lake Hartwell.  
This 3 BR/2BA home is being offer fully furnished, ready to 
move in & enjoy the lake.  Low maintenance covered slip 
dock in place waiting for your boat. Easy access to I-85 & 
surrounding area. Call today to arrange a showing. 

$144,000

236 Gumlog Dr. Lake Hartwell getaway. 2BR/1BA home 
waiting for you & your family to enjoy the lake fishing or 
water sports. The home is being offered furnished & ready 
to enjoy. Large deck & patio on the lakeside of the home for 
relaxing or entertaining family & friends. Call today to set 
up an appointment to see the home.  

REDUCED TO SELL  $99,000

125 Overlook Four BR four BA Lake view condo with 
club house, fitness room, pool, landscaped grounds with 
walking paths. Convenient location to I 85, downtown 
Anderson & Clemson! A great investment property with 
proven rental record.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE! 
Call for details.

213 Circle Dr.  A must see 4 BR/3BA home on Lake 
Hartwell located just off the Seneca River section of the 
lake. The home is situated on a gently sloping lot & an easy 
walk to the covered slip dock on the lake waiting for you to 
enjoy. Conveniently located near I-85, Clemson, Anderson 
& surrounding area.  At this price it won’t last long!  Call 
today to arrange a showing.  

$229,000

330 Lee Rd.  PERFECT  SECLUDED “GET-AWAY”.  Drive 
down the private & gated paved drive to your 2BD/2BA 
“retreat” which features split bedrooms & an open kitchen, 
dining/living area .Walk onto your cheery sunroom & full 
length deck which overlooks beautiful Lake Hartwell .  The 
home is ramped all over for easy access for wheeled carry-
ins or for handicap access. Very close corp line, fabulous 
views, great water & a boat tie up provision is in place.  
This property comes “fully furnished” & is move in ready.  
Definitely, will not last.

$150,000

412 Bertha Dr.  Looking for a great get away on Lake 
Hartwell? Take a look at this 2 BR 2 BA mobile home 
with great views of the lake. The home is being offer fully 
furnished & ready to move in & enjoy the lake. A large 
covered deck on the lakeside of the home for entertaining 
& enjoying the views is waiting. Owner has current COE 
permits for a dock & electric line is already in place with a 
light at the lakefront.  

$80,000

132 Overlook Two Bd/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE!  
Call for details.

310 Harbor Dr.  Great home that has been updated & ready 
to move in. This 3 bedroom 2 bath home is in an excellent 
location conveniently located near the Portman Marina & 
the 2 waterfront restaurants (The Galley & Nami’s). The 
home overlooks the marina & Lake Hartwell. Boat slips are 
available at the marina for you boat. Only minutes from 
I-85 & Anderson/Clemson Area. A must see to appreciate.  

$230,000

119 Cox Circle  2BR/1BA lakefront “retreat” started out as 
a mobile home & has been completely renovated.  Interior 
features an open kitchen/living/dining combination.  Walk out 
to water side covered porch & patio for barbecues, entertaining 
& good ol’ relaxing.  A gentle walk takes you to your large 
single slipped covered dock.  This property also offers a 30’x35’ 
detached, insulated garage to house your boat, vehicle, toys or 
use as a workshop. Also, equipped with two 50 Amp RV power 
hookups with water. Great Lake Community, location & best 
of all GREAT PRICE!!     $130,000

201 Singleton  Private & affordable lake living.  Enjoy this 
3Bd./2Ba  “retreat” that sits on 1.45 acres (2 lots) & has great 
water, fantastic views, beautiful woods & an easy walk to 
the lake. Open & deep waters for all water activities.  Plenty 
of room to beach your boat with nearby boat ramp.  Large 
deck for entertaining & a little guest cottage.  Charming 
lake neighborhood in great location. 

REDUCED TO $112,000

122 Overlook Two BD/two BA condo overlooking Lake 
Hartwell with community pool, fitness center, & club 
house.  Convenient to restaurants, shopping, downtown 
Anderson, I85 & Clemson. Currently tenant occupied, a 
great investment property.  

OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE!  
Call for details.

214 Boxwood Lane  SECLUDED 3BR/2.5BA hideaway is 
surrounded by woods & nature. It is located at the end of 
a cul-de-sac & backs up to Lake Hartwell. Total makeover 
sports an airy kitchen with stainless steel appliances & 
granite countertops. Low maintenance laminate floors 
enhance the lifestyle of this comfy floor plan. Extras include 
a cozy fireplace, deck, storage & recreation room. 

$179,000

Package of 3 Homes in Overlook Condominiums Great 
location, convenient to Anderson, Clemson & Lake 
Hartwell.  These 3 home are being offered as a package for 
investors, two are 2BR/2BA & one is 4 BR/4BA. Proven 
rental record in a high demand location.  A must see to 
appreciate the homes. 

Call for pricing, 
Owner Financing Available

— INTERIOR HOME —

117 Sue Ella Ct. Well maintained 3BR/2BA home in Townville 
Commons.  You will enjoy the open spacious floor plan.  The 
bedrooms are split & allow for added  privacy.  Large kitchen, den 
w/fireplace, living room & dining area all flow into each other. 
From the den, walk onto a covered deck for sitting, watching the 
kids or barbecuing.  The large yard is fenced & level.  Your kids 
will love their play area & so will your pets.  Conveniently located 
to I-85, schools, dining, shopping & Portman Marina. 

Price Reduced $5K to sell at $59,900
— RENTALS —

106 Royal Oaks Dr.  Great home, great location. The home 
is convenient to I-85 in the Anderson/Clemson area and 
located in Royal Oaks Shores subdivision. This 4 bedroom
2 1/2 bath home offers an open floor plan with the master 
suite located on the main level. 3 large guest/family 
bedrooms with bath and a finished bonus room are 
upstairs. If you are looking for a long term rental in the area 
this is a must see. No Smoking and No pets. Call today to 
arrange a showing.  

$1,500 per month

Be sure to check out 
www.buylake.com

for all listings on  
the market.
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924 Dogwood Ln. Enjoy the views of the lake from your 
12’ X 30’ screened porch complete with a hammock. The 
walk to the lake & your covered slip dock is a short walk on 
a very gentle slope. This neat as a pin home is being offer 
completely furnished & ready to enjoy the lake, right down 
to the silver ware & dishes. 

$1000.00 per month

Lot 7 Martin’s Point   EXTRAORDINARY & AMAZING 
waterfront lot in prestigeous Martin’s Point.  The feel of 
this neighborhood speaks for itself.  Huge views, close 
corp. line, 229 feet of water frontage are all a part of this 
fantastic building site along with electricity &  water already 
available.  This lot qualifies for all permits allowed & is 
eligible for a max size dock.   This is the “Perfect” lot for that 
“Dream Home” you have in mind.   

$295.000

Lot 17 Wilmac Dr.  One of the few great lots in this area of 
the lake at this price with a covered slip dock already in place 
which is included in the price.  This gentle sloped lake lot 
is in a great lake neighborhood.   It is situated on beautiful 
clear water in a cove just off “big sailboat water”.  This lot has 
a very close corp. line & has been under-brushed & partially 
cleared.  Come bring your building plans & enjoy your lot & 
dock while you make plans.  Motivated seller has REDUCED 
price of this property to sell!!!   

$110,000

31 Park St. 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, carport, & a spacious 
lakeside sunroom make this an ideal getaway. Nice lake 
views from the house & deck with a near level walk to the 
water. Almost a flat grassy area on the lake behind a seawall 
with steps leading into the lake. Deep year around water! 
No dock allowed but the seawall provides a perfect spot to 
tie up your boat. 

$1000.00 per month

218 Providence Point  Where else can you get both a 
sunrise & sunset view on deep year round Sail Boat waters? 
Located on a peninsula overlooking the Seneca & Tugaloo 
river area of Lake Hartwell. COE permit on file for full size 
dock & gangwalk. Perc. test on file with Anderson County 
for septic system &  ready to build your dream home The lot 
& COE property is cleared & ready to enjoy the lake. 

$229,900

806 Dogwood Ln.  Looking for a Lake Hartwell RENTAL 
home fully furnished & waiting for you to enjoy the lake? This 
is it, located just off buoy T14 on Beaver Creek by water & a 
short dive to I-85 & Anderson. This 3 BR/2BA home is a must 
see, the lake side of the home has a 12’ x 55’ 3 season room for 
entertaining/relaxing. Enjoy the feeling of being outdoors with 
the “wall of glass doors” that you can open & feel the breeze off 
the lake. The dock is a double deck, double slip dock on deep 
year round water waiting for your boat or other water toys. Call 
today to arrange showing the home.  $1200 per month

— LOTS —

Rented

Rented

Rented

Lot 77 Keowee Bay on Lake Keowee  Great interior lot 
to build your dream home in Keowee Bay, a gated and 
well maintained development on Lake Keowee and only 
minutes away from Lake Jocassee. Gently sloping lot with 
mostly hardwood trees and seasonal lake views.  

$45,900

Hartwell---Columbia’s Ross Burns and Isaac 
Nesbitt of Aiken prevailed in the Fishing League 
Worldwide College Fishing Southeastern Confer-
ence tournament held on the lake May 30. The 
team weighed-in five bass totaling 
16 pounds/15 ounces earning their 
Clemson University fishing club 
$2,000. The win advanced the duo to 
the FLW College Fishing Southeast-
ern Conference Championship. 

Nesbitt, a mechanical engineering major, said 
the win meant a lot to the CU club. “We’re one of 
the most consistent schools in the country when it 
comes to strong finishes, but we haven’t had that 
breakthrough win yet. I feel like today’s victory was 
the statement we needed to make.” 

Burns echoed Nesbitt’s sentiments and said they 
were on target with catching fish all day long. The 
team fished near Anderson Island scouting fish in 

deep water most of the day and had constant success. 
“We sat in 60 to 80 feet of water and casted to 

fish which were congregating in 20 to 40 feet of water,” 
Burns said. Sticking with one or two lures---a Murray 

Clear-colored Lucky Craft Gunfish and 
occasionally using a clear Lucky Craft 
Sammy-- the pair reeled-in 20 bass they 
termed “keepers.” 

Next up is the Southeast Con-
ference Championship to be held 

September 26-27 at Pickwick Lake in Florence, 
Alabama. Fifteen college teams have been invited 
including the Clemson University team of Patrick 
Williford and Briggs Kennington, who will join 
Burns and Nesbitt in the tournament.  

The FLW College Fishing Southeastern Con-
ference tournament was hosted by the Hart Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce and was the third and 
final regular-season qualifying tournament.   <

Update on the FLW College Fishing 
Southeastern Conference Final  

on Hartwell Lake

Brown Road Fishing Pier Now Offers 
Handicap Accessibility

By R.V. Jackson
Anderson---The Brown Road Fishing 

Ramp saw major improvements to the tune of 
about $250,000 in the spring and is now being 
used by many fisherman and outdoor enthusi-
asts.  The changes make it easier for persons with 
disability needs to access the parking lot, path-
way and the ramp itself, according to Anderson 
County officials.

Funds to build the ramp came from hunting 
and fishing license fees and a multi-million dollar 
settlement from PCB contamination of Hartwell 
Lake occurring over 50-years ago. The nearby 
Green Pond Landing site was also paid for with 
some of the same funds, say county officials.

Anderson County Councilman Francis 
Crowder, District 1, said the site offers views of 
the mountains and is very convenient. “It is my 
hope many parents and grandparents will bring 
their children here to fish for it offers great qual-

ity of life opportunities,” he said.
Water in the cove is up to 14 feet in depth, 

according to recent measurements, and the im-
provements to the cove and pier are part of a 
two-step process making it possible to accom-
modate anyone who wants to fish. The project is 
geared to the needs of the community and meets 
and exceeds requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, according to Crowder. 

Partners who helped make the pier a re-
ality include the Army Corps of Engineers, SC 
National Heritage Corridor, SC Department of 
Natural Resources and the Anderson County 
Legislative Delegation.

Ross Self, South Carolina DNR Chief of 
Fisheries, said the pier provides “shore-based 
fishing opportunities” which are important rec-
reationally to those who use the lake, according 
to surveys conducted with lake residents.   <

License Sales for 2015-2016 hunting and fish-
ing licenses, permits and tags begin on Tuesday, 
June 16, 2015. You can buy your South Carolina 
hunting and fishing licenses multiple ways. Licens-
es are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
by calling 1-866-714-3611 or by visiting the S.C. 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) website 
at www.dnr.sc.gov/purchase.html. Having your 
state issued identification ready and a current SC 
hunting/fishing license that displays your customer 
identification number will speed your purchase. 
Licenses are also available in person at any of the 
four regional DNR offices or by visiting one of the 
450 license vendors across the state.

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources 
began issuing annual and three year recreational 
licenses that expire on the anniversary date of issue 
beginning Jan. 1, 2015. This is commonly referred 
to as a 365 day license.

The following licenses and permits will expire 

on the anniversary of the date of issue:
• Freshwater Fishing License  *
• Saltwater Fishing License*
• Combination License
• Junior Sportsman License
• Sportsman License
• Hunting License *
• Apprentice Hunting License *
• Big Game Permit *
• Wildlife Management Area Permit *
• The following 3 Year licenses and permits 

will expire on the third anniversary of the 
date of issue:

• Freshwater Fishing License *
• Saltwater Fishing License*
• Combination License
• Sportsman License
• Big Game Permit
• Hunting License
• Wildlife Management Area Permit

* Applies to both resident and non-resident li-
censes.

Residents and nonresidents age 16 and older 
must purchase the required licenses to hunt and 
fish in South Carolina. Persons born after June 30, 
1979, must have successfully completed a hunter 
education course prior to obtaining a hunting li-
cense. To find a course near you or complete hunt-
er education online, visit www.dnr.sc.gov/educa-
tion/hunted.html.

Hunting license applicants who do not have 
a hunter education certification may use a onetime 
exemption and apply for an annual Apprentice 
Hunting License. The apprentice hunter must be 
accompanied by a SC licensed hunter who is not 
licensed as an apprentice hunter, is at least 21 years 
of age, has not been convicted of a hunting or hunt-
er education violation or received deferred adjudi-
cation of the same, and stays within a distance that 
enables uninterrupted, unaided, visual and oral 
communication with the apprentice hunter and 
provides adequate direction to 

Renew Your State Hunting and Fishing License

continued on page 18

ALL RENTALS ARE LONG TERM RENTALS  NOT WEEKLY OR WEEKEND



HartwellLakeNewsSummer 2015          www.hartwelllakenews.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 17Lake Business/News

The Night Before the Oct 10 Clemson 
Home Game Summer 2015

The night before the October 10, 2015 
Clemson home game, come to the Historic Bal-
lenger House in Seneca to enjoy great wines and 
interesting people to talk to from 7-9pm! The 
Seneca Woman’s Club is a non-profit organiza-
tion with a 501(c)(3) designation. As such we 
hold twice yearly fundraisers to maintain the 
home and tickets are only $25 each. The winter 
fundraiser is the Friday closest to Valentine’s 
Day. However, this fundraiser is called Harvest-
ing the Grape and it is on Friday, October 9th. 
For the $25 price you get to see a well main-
tained circa 1925 4,000 ft two story home, eat 
wonderful finger food (shrimp, pork tenderloin, 
chicken fingers, meatballs, cheeses, desserts, 

etc.) drink wine or non-alcoholic beverages, and 
bid on items that range from fabulous to useful! 
So, bring your checkbooks to this fun event. The 
home is in downtown Seneca at 212 E South 3rd 
St, it is the corner home on South 3rd and South 
Depot. There is plenty of parking around the 
home and across the street at the Seneca Library. 
To get tickets mailed to you, please send a re-
quest to the Historic Ballenger House Attn:  Pa-
mela Davison-Smith with your completed check 
made out to the Seneca Woman’s Club for the 
number of tickets you require. If you would like 
to know more about the home, see our Web site 
www.BallengerHouse.org. We hope to see you 
on October 9th!  < 

Hummingbirds Returning to South Carolina
Hummingbirds, which artist John J. Audubon 

called “glittering fragments of the rainbow,” are once 
again darting around flowers and feeders in South 
Carolina, say state natural resources officials. Hum-
mingbirds are as fascinating to study as they are beau-
tiful to watch. The S.C. Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) encourages South Carolina residents 
to landscape with flowers, hang out a feeder and invite 
hummingbirds to lunch. In return, they’ll entertain 
you with their antics and add a little color to your life.

Thousands of South Carolina residents enrich 
their summers by feeding hummingbirds. Male ruby-
throated hummingbirds, which feature the character-
istic metallic blood-red throat bib, began showing in 
South Carolina in late March, with their white-throat-
ed mates arriving from the tropics about a week later. 
Most hummingbird activity around feeders, however, 
does not really pick up until midsummer. Do not de-
spair if you had hummers at your feeder early during 
the migration period and now there are none. Some 
of those birds continued flying north and others 
stayed here but are busy raising young and taking ad-
vantage of plentiful natural food sources.

Under natural conditions, hummingbirds ob-
tain sugar by eating the nectar of flowers and the sap 
of trees. Homeowners can duplicate this part of a 
hummer’s diet by placing a sugar solution in a hum-
mingbird feeder, with the added attraction of getting to 
witness the antics of one of nature’s most delightful and 
colorful birds. Hummingbirds consume 50 percent of 
their body weight daily in sugar, which makes it one of 
the most important food items in a hummer’s diet.

A wide variety of hummingbird feeders are now 
available on the market. If you have used the feeders 
in previous seasons, be sure to wash the humming-
bird feeder with hot water and vinegar or hot water 
and bleach to destroy all mildew and mold left over 
from last year, then rinse thoroughly with clean water. 

This is the most important thing to do to make these 
birds’ stay in the Palmetto State more enjoyable.

The sugar-water mixture for the feeders should 
be a ratio of four parts water to one part sugar; an easy-
to-remember mixture is one cup of sugar per quart 
of water. This solution closely approximates the sugar 
content of nectar. Red dye is unnecessary-the red color-
ing on the feeder will suffice. Honey should not be used 
as a sweetener because honey-water solutions often 
harbor a fungus that can be harmful to the hummer.

 When making the sugar-water mixture, DNR 
advises boiling the sugar and water solution for about 
three minutes-this will help retard fermentation. Store all 
unused solution in the refrigerator, and keep the feeder 
mold-free by keeping fresh nectar in it at all times. As 
soon as the solution becomes cloudy, discard it.

If you are putting a feeder up for the first time, 
don’t be discouraged if hummingbirds don’t come 
right away. It may take a while for them to find it and 
establish a visitation routine. Be sure to keep the solu-
tion fresh especially as the days get warmer, because 
birds will not be attracted to a fermented solution.

Hummingbirds are attracted to tubular red 
flowers like red salvia, bee balm, trumpet creeper, 
cypress vine, crossvine, firecracker vine, red buck-
eye, native azaleas (Oconee, flame and plumleaf) and 
woodbine, and they will readily seek out others such 
as hibiscus, hollyhock, petunia and impatiens. Hum-
mingbirds also feed on small insects.

Feeders can be left up well into the fall season, 
and this will not cause the hummers to delay their mi-
gration. Migratory birds base their departure date pri-
marily on the changing day length, not on the avail-
ability of food. Actually, leaving feeders up into the fall 
will help the late migrants that stop for a rest on their 
way back to Mexico and Central America as their 
natural food sources will be limited at that time.  <

Chicken Farm a Concern to Hartwell 
Lake Residents

By R.V. Jackson

In April the Department of Health and En-
vironmental Control held a public hearing allow-
ing residents to make comments on a proposed 
chicken farm facility on Friendship Valley Road 
near Seneca. 

David Harshbarger, who lives less than a 
mile from the proposed facility, said about 100 
concerned residents attended the meeting. The 

residents had many concerns about the proposed 
facility. Harshbarger would like the owner of the 
facility to address traffic flow and how the two-lane 
county road leading to the site will handle addi-
tional traffic.

Vicki Miller, a 20-year resident of the area, 
said her concern is water quality and will it be ad-
versely effected by the farm.

“I have many questions continued on page 18



18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 www.hartwelllakenews.com          Summer 2015HartwellLakeNews Lake Business/News

Clemson Sustainable  
Agriculture Program

Clemson:  www.Clemson.edu/sustainableag  
(864) 656-5057, Kelly Gilkerson 

 

Gibson’s Healthy Harvest Produce 
Westminster:  sjgib@bellsouth.net  

(864) 903-1823, Stanley Gibson 
 

Greenbrier Farms  
Easley:  www.greenbrierfarms.com  

(864) 855-9782, Amy Bishop
 

Walker Century Farms 
Anderson, www.walkercenturyfarms.com,

(864) 226-2668, Nancy Walker,  
walkercenturyfarms@yahoo.com

Year round Beef and Pork 
 

Patrick Square CSA 
Clemson (864) 654-1500, Chris Hodge 

 

Gibson Farms 
Westminster,  

www.GibsonFarmsOrganicBeef.com
(434) 221-1716,  

leland@gibsonfarmsorganicbeef.com 
Approved USDA Certified Organic Grass 

Fed Beef
 

Tokeena Angus 
Seneca: www.tokeena.com

(864) 247-000, Neil and Gwen McPhail

Taylor Creek Farm 
Toccoa: www.thehippyfarm@gmail.com,

All natural produce and poultry. 
 

Lavonia Farmers Market
Wed and Sat. (7am-11am)

1269 East Main St.,downtown Lavonia
(706) 499-8255

 

Stephens County Extension Service
Wed and Sat, (7am to 12pm) North Broad

Street in Toccoa.
 

Hartwell Downtown Farmer Market
MLK, Jr. Parking Lot, Tues. (3pm - 7pm)

Lot across from City Hall, Sat. (7am - 12pm)
www.hartwellmainstreet.com 

 

Hartwell Farmers Market
Corner of Howell St. and Carter St. 

Across from the city hall, Sat. (7am - 12pm)
Tues.,2pm - 6pm, hartfarmers@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/hartfarmers 
 

Anderson County Farmers Marker 
402 N. Murry Ave., 

June - November Tues, Thur, & Sat (8am - 1pm)  
Sharon Nicometo (864) 231-1924

 

Anderson Area Farm & Food 
402 N. Murray Ave. May 5 - August 25

Tues 5pm-8pm (864) 303-5393
Aaffa2013@gmail.com 

Clemson Area Food Exchange (CAFE)
On line ordering, four local pick up options 

Open year round:
www.clemsonareafoodexchange.com  

(Lance Howard, (864) 372-9004
 

Clemson Farmers’ Market 
(578 Issaqueena Trail) 

May 16 - Oct. 17 Fridays (3:00pm - 6:00pm)   
Kathi Dimmock (864) 654-3918

Kathi.dimmock@att.net
www.clemsonfarmersmarket.org

 

Berry Acres
Blueberries season Mon-Sat 8am – 6pm

Muscadines and Scuppernongs by apt. only,
updates on facebook, (864)224-5441, 

berryacresllc@gmail.com 
Brett & Angie Edelen

 

Seneca Farmers Market
(Main St. at Norton Thompson Park) 

June - Sept., Tues,Thur & Sat (6am - 12pm)    
Ed Halbig (864) 885-2726 

 

Six Mile Farmers Market
(At the old Fire Station, 102 S, Main St.)

Thur (4pm - 7pm) throughout the summer 
months, starting May 15

(Six Mile FM Cont.) James Hayes,  
(864) 650-5078

James_hayes@sixmilesc.org

Westminster Tuesday Farmers Market  
(Under the gazebo at the Depot)

June - Oct. (4pm -7pm) 
Sandra Powell (864) 647-5316

 

Foothills Heritage Market
178 Hayfield Road, Westminster  

(Across from Blue Ridge Electric Co-Op)
May16 - Nov. 1 (8am - 12pm) 
Nathan Hall (864) 324-4231

 

Split Creek Farm
3806 Centerville Rd., Anderson

Mon. – Sat. 9am - 6pm  www.splitcreek.com   
Tours and Open year round, Evin Evans 

(864) 287-3921

Buy From Your Local Farmers & Markets
Summer has started and there’s plenty of local produce available near where you live.   These farms provide a portion of their 

weekly harvest for a fee.  Contact the farm directly to find out costs, when the season starts, etc.

the apprentice.
South Carolina hunters and anglers remain the 

state’s top conservationists. Through your purchase 
of a state recreational hunting and fishing license, 
combined with excise tax collected on hunting and 
fishing gear, hunters and anglers contribute funding 

to South Carolina’s wildlife and sportfish restoration 
projects. This includes wildlife management, habi-
tat management, research and education research, 
education and boating access. Without these dol-
lars, fish and wildlife conservation projects would be 
very limited in South Carolina.   <

Renew Your State Hunting and Fishing License – continued from page 16

Reprint from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers,  

www.sas.usace.army.mil
An unfertilized fish egg sitting in a nest at 

Lake Hartwell was having trouble remembering 
what he was doing there … then it spawned on 
him.

This time of year is no laughing matter for 
largemouth bass that live in sub-basins along the 
Savannah River.

Each year, male fish build nests in shallow 
water by swinging their tails back and forth to 
create saucer-like depressions on the bottom, ac-
cording to James Sykes, a fisheries biologist for 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah 
District.

“If the water is clear enough, you can actu-
ally see the fish spawning,” Sykes said.

After establishing the nest, males attract fe-
males, who essentially lay eggs and swim away, 
leaving the males to protect the fertilized eggs.

Though the process seems straight-for-
ward, it can be a harrowing experience for the 
males, who are vulnerable to predators from 
above (birds) and below (other fish) while they 
guard the eggs in the shallow water.

Far from the life-and-death action, district 
water managers also play a part during spawn-
ing season.

“The goal is to try to keep the pools as flat 
as possible,” said Jason Lavecchia, a water man-
ager for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savan-
nah District. “It’s a challenge.”

D u r i n g 
the four- to six-
week spawning 
season, water 
managers mon-
itor inflow and 
outflow, and 
strive to keep reservoir levels from fluctuating 
more than one half foot up or down, Lavecchia 
said.

This stability is critical for the success of the 
largemouth bass, which are the primary preda-
tors and have a considerable role in maintaining 
a balance in fish populations.

If water levels fall too quickly, males will 
abandon the nest, which makes the eggs vulner-
able to predators, Sykes said.

However, it’s not all about the fish; in keep-
ing with the Corps’ overall mission, biologists 
and water managers must balance the needs 
of local industry and citizens while protecting 
wildlife like the largemouth bass.

“We try to end the season as quickly as we 
feel practical … when we feel like most of the 
fish have spawned,” said Sykes. “It makes the [the 
water managers’] job harder, but it’s the most im-
portant thing we do for fisheries management.”

The 2015 spawning season began March 28 
and is expected to last until late April or early 
May, Sykes said.  <

Spawning Season a Delicate Balance

Chicken Farm a Concern to Hartwell... – continued from page 17
about how dead chickens and chicken waste will 
be handled,” she said.

The land where the chicken houses will be lo-
cated has no zoning requirements. DHEC is charged 
with determining water quality and monitoring 
run-off. Residents say the project could impact 
Coneross Point, Harper’s Ridge, Friendship Val-
ley Road, Sunset and Richardson Point residents, if 
built. Chickens would be supplied by Fieldale Farms 
of Gainesville, Georgia and taken to a Fieldale plant 
for processing. Chickens would only be raised on 
the Friendship Valley property, not processed.

Patti and Jim Martin live in the Richardson 
Point area about one-half mile from the proposed 
chicken farm. The homes in that area average 
$500,000. Jim Martin suffers from COPD and is 
concerned about air quality and smells emanating 
from the facility. Patti Martin says manure disposal 
and dead chickens are her chief concerns.

“I have read the DHEC guidelines and they 
seem outdated,” she said.

Chad Hodge, owner of Watersports Central 
of Seneca, said he has not formed an opinion on 
the proposed chicken farm. “We need more infor-
mation. My hope is that DHEC will closely moni-

tor the situation and not allow Hartwell to be pol-
luted. I also think the chicken farm owners should 
address the community and explain how they will 
make things operate smoothly,” he said.

Miller said she is also concerned algae blooms 
that have occurred in Hartwell Lake near the Ander-
son Regional Joint Water System intake might occur 
near the chicken plant. Scientists say algae blooms 
happen from “overfeeding” of nutrients, such 
as; phosphorus, nitrogen, ammonia and carbon. 
Chicken litter, the waste product of chicken farm-
ing, is rich in these byproducts and must be treated 
properly in order to prevent pollution of waterways. 

According to DHEC standards the discharge of 
waste from animal production facilities is not allowed 
into the state’s streams and lakes. The residents say the 
monitoring of waste water is one of their chief con-
cerns. Some residents do not have confidence DHEC 
will be monitoring water and air on a regular basis.

The U.S. Poultry and Egg Association esti-
mates the average chicken produces about two 
pounds of litter during the average 47-day grow-
ing period. If the four chicken houses are operat-
ing at capacity they could produce over 144 tons of 
chicken litter every month and a half.  <
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By PRESTON HARDEN  
Professional Guide, Lake Hartwell  
www.bucktailguideservice.com

As of late June, the Lake is less 
than a foot below full pool. As 
the temperature gets hotter, 
the striper and hybrids fish-

ing gets better. People do not realize how 
many of these fish swim in Lake Hartwell. 
Most mornings, we catch 20 to 50 fish in 
a few hours. Usually, we catch a few big 
stripers over 10 pounds mixed in with lots 
of 3 to 6 pound fish. Most fishing in the 
summer is easy, dropping live blue back 

Herring down to where the fish are located 
on the sonar. As the summer progresses, 

the fish congregate in the lower Lake. 
The lower Lake has better water qual-
ity and the fish go deep into the cool, 
oxygenated water.

The bass and crappie also go to 
deeper water. This can be 10 to 20 feet 
deep or deeper. They both like to hang 
around brush piles. Bass will sometimes 
come to the surface to eat a top water 
plug worked over the brush piles. If the 
bass are seen hanging around the brush 
piles on your sonar, try a drop shot or a 
shaky head and worm dropped straight 

down in the brush.  <

By SCDNR, reprint from 
http://www.dnr.sc.gov
The next time you’re at an outdoor 

event, make sure to keep an eye out for 
the new Boating Skills Virtual Trainer. The 
trainer is a partnership between the S.C. 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and Pioneer Boats and it makes learning 
basic boating skills easier than ever.

 With the assistance of Pioneer 
Boats, DNR was able to place three 32 
inch screens on an actual center console 
boat, mounted insider a trailer, for a vir-
tual boating experience like none other in 

the United States. Steer-
ing, throttle and other 
controls are exactly like 
those found on a real 
boat. 

The instructor has 
the ability to tailor the 
student’s experience by 
adjusting everything 
from wind and current 
strength to even day/
night scenarios. The 
simulator offers several learning platforms 
through which students they can learn 

about docking, mooring, pivot turns and 
more on a virtual waterway free from the 
hazards that can occur on the water.  <

Above: Kentucky Spotted Bass on left and a Largemouth Bass on the 
right, both from Lake Hartwell.

Summer to Fall Fishing Forecast for Lake Hartwell 2015

Get on Course with DNR’s New Boating Virtual Trainer

Algae Blooms Plague Hartwell Lake 
Following Periods of Drought

By R.V. Jackson
Scientists studying the algae blooms that have oc-

curred in Hartwell Lake in recent years say a “perfect 
storm” of drought, thick vegetation growing in the dry 
lake bed and fertilizer from run-off encouraged the 
growth of algae, affecting the taste of the our water.

Lake Hartwell provides drinking water to 
about 200,000 South Carolina residents and tens 
of thousands more in Georgia. Each day the An-
derson Regional Joint Water System treats about 
48 million gallons of lake water used for drink-
ing purposes. Keeping the water clean, safe and 
tasting good is a full-time job.

A Clemson University research team has 
been monitoring Lake Hartwell for the ARJWS 
since last year, when algae first caused problems 
in the region’s drinking water. Algae in the lake 
produced the compounds geosmin and MIB, 
and those compounds left behind an earthy, 
musty taste and smell even after being treated.

Jennifer Barrington, a systems engineer with 
ARJWS, said the algae-produced compound geos-
min has caused taste and odor problems in the re-
gion’s drinking water for the last several years. The 
earthy-smelling compound is released in the water 
as the algae dies. Geosmin is a commonly found in 
the meat of catfish and carp giving those fish their 
characteristic muddy smell. Many people marinate 
fish in vinegar or citrus juices to improve the smell 
and taste, since acid neutralizes geosmin and im-
proves favor. This is also why placing a lemon in a 
glass of drinking water often improves the taste. 

Geosmin is not toxic or harmful, according to 
scientific studies, naturally occurs in spinach, beets 

and mushrooms. The odor of geosmin is accentuated 
by heating and is more noticeable in coffee and tea 
when served hot. Many people are able to detect geos-
min in their water supply in very small amounts and 
report the earthy smell even while taking hot showers.

The Anderson Regional Joint Water System 
is looking for volunteers to help them with drink-
ing water taste-testing each week.

“We need water testing teams to help us deter-
mine if the water tastes or smells unpleasant,” Bar-
rington said.

Anyone interested in volunteering should 
contact the ARJWS at 864-332-6534 for details.

In late May and early June the ARJWS ap-
plied hydrogen peroxide and copper-based com-
pounds to about 125 acres of Hartwell Lake in the 
Six and Twenty Creek area targeting areas identi-
fied as algae prone. Barrington said no fish were 
killed, as in 2014, when thousands of shad and 
herring died as a result of similar treatments.

“We have determined using about one half as 
much treatment as prescribed is just as effective and 
did not cause the deaths of any fish,” Barrington said.

Hartwell Lake remaining at full-pool is impor-
tant in helping to deter the formation of geosmin and 
MIB according to some scientific studies. Another 
factor is controlling run-off and preventing the over-
use of lawn and agricultural fertilizers. The Clemson 
University Cooperative Extension office can test soils 
and determine if the overuse of fertilizer is occurring. 
Many times a lawn has enough nutrients already 
stored in the soil to maintain its vigor. When home-
owners and businesses apply more fertilizer than is 
needed the excess nutrients end up in the lake leading 
to algae blooms and harming fish and wildlife.  <
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DNR Installs Life Jacket Lending Station 
on Hartwell Lake

By “Special to the Hartwell Lake 
News, MJ Kneiser, 92.1  
WLHR Radio, Lavonia” 

Next time you go boating on Lake Hartwell and 
find yourself short a life jacket or two, no worries.

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division has installed a life jacket 
lending station at the Tugaloo Mega Ramp in Tuga-
loo State Park in Lavonia.

On Friday DNR officers, along with rangers 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and others 
gathered at the mega ramp for a ribbon cutting to 
unveil the lending station.

DNR Law Enforcement Colonel Greg Weaver 
said life jackets are a big part of staying safe when on 
Georgia waterways.

“Everyone needs to wear a life jacket when out 
on the water,” Weaver said. “We’re pretty progressive 
in this State.  Our law matches the federal law. Any 
child under the age of 13 must wear their life jacket 
on a moving vessel.”

The life jackets will hang on a wooden kiosk 
near the mega ramp boat dock and are free to bor-
row and then return at the end of the day.

DNR Law Enforcement officer Craig Fulghum 
said the lending station is based on the honor sys-
tem.

“They could walk off and we’ll have to replen-
ish these life jackets as we see fit,” he said. “It’s the 
honor system. We hope the public understands that 
we’re trying to keep people safe and if they keep the 
life jacket then someone else can’t wear it tomorrow.”

The life jacket kiosk was built in memory 
of Brian and Nathan Keese, a father and son who 
drowned while fishing on a lake in Missouri in 2010.

Fulghum says since then, Brian’s Dad, Craig 
Keese, who lives on Lake Hartwell, has been working 
to make sure no one else loses a loved one because 
they were not wearing a life jacket.

Keese has put life jacket loaner stations on 
lakes and waterways across the country, but the one 
at Tugaloo State Park’s mega ramp is the first one on 
Lake Hartwell at a State Park, and Fulghum said they 
hope there will be many more.

“We’ve already had one drowning on Lake 
Hartwell this year and it could have been prevented 
if the victim had been 
wearing a life jacket,” 
Fulghum said. “We hope 
to make this a move-
ment to create more 
awareness. A life jacket 
is just what it sounds 
like, it saves lives.”

Keese said since 
Lake Hartwell was 
formed, some 350 peo-
ple have died on the 
lake.

“350 deaths, 70% were drowning deaths,” 
Keese said. “I don’t know what to say except they 
could have been prevented.”

Much of the money to purchase the life jackets 
Fulghum said was donated by the Home Depot of 
Hartwell.

Fulghum said they hope to put one more life 
jacket lending station on Lake Hartwell and to one 
day have them on every major waterway in the State. 

See more at: http://www.921wlhr.com/dnr-
installs-life-jacket-lending-station-on-hartwell-
lake/#sthash.ScGx984N.dpuf  <


