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2021’s Top Lakes Announced by 
Lake Homes Realty

By Lake Homes Realty

In 2020, residents in crowded 
areas searched for home options 
with more indoor space for 
remote working and 
school, great outdoor 
options, and relaxing 
retreats to reconnect 
with family during 
an unprecedented 
pandemic. �is trend 
continued in 2021, with 
nearly 7 million people 
searching for lake homes and 
lots on LakeHomes.com, the website 
of Lake Homes Realty. Statistics pulled 
from the 97.38 million pageviews on 
www.LakeHomes.com for lake home 

and lot searches between January 1 and 
December 20, 2021 are below.

Among the 34 states covered by 
Lake Homes Realty, the nation’s 

largest lake real estate 
brokerage, here are the 

top lake states and 
speci�c lakes for 2021, 
based on the number 
of pageviews:

2021 Top 10 
Lakes by Pageviews 

on LakeHomes.com 
1) Lake Hartwell, 

South Carolina/Georgia – 
969,940 pageviews 2) Lake Sidney 
Lanier, Georgia – 914,034 pageviews, 

By Lyndsey Pirro

A n d e r s o n ,  S C  h a s  b e e n 
acknowledged as one of the best 
places to Live and Retire for 2021.  
In a November round-up, Anderson 
joined cities like Cedar Falls, Iowa; 
Jackson, Tennessee; and Fort Worth, 
Texas as ideal locales in which to 
retire.  Some changes have sprung 
up for people after the pandemic, 
especia l ly the desire for space.  

“We learned that space matters. 
According to a University of Vermont 
survey, 59 percent said the pandemic 
taught them that nature is integral to 
their well-being.”  Seemingly at odds 
with this desire is the reliance and 
need for technology and the internet.  
A lower cost of living rounded out 
the requirements along with a strong 
sense of community.  Anderson, a 
town relatively unknown outside 
of South Carolina, ticks all of those 
boxes. Airbnb also lists Anderson 
as one of the Top 10 trending 
destinations worldwide for the fall 

in 2019.
Described as having “budget 

Southern charm,” the lower cost 
of living is an attraction to those 
retiring and living on �xed incomes 
with median housing costs around 
$900 per month.  Access to an 
excellent healthcare system is another 
boon to the area, with the AnMed 
Health System fulfilling all needs 
with regards to hospitals, clinics, 
and private practices.  Also helping 
to keep residents healthy and happy 

is the abundant access to 
nature.  “65% of Anderson 
residents live near parks 
and recreational facilities” 
a c c ord i n g  to  A A R P.  
Nestled in the foothills of 
the Appalachians, there 
are gorgeous mountain 
hikes nearby to go along 
with the many lakes in 
the area, including Lake 
Hartwell.  For those who 
love the outdoors, there 
is no shortage of things 

to do.  Nearby Anderson University 
hosts a wealth of di�erent sporting 
events to attend.  In the list of top 
20 things to do in Anderson County, 
there is the Anderson Farmers 
Market , the natura l spring in 
Downtown Williamston, boat tours 
out of Big Water Marina, and tours 
of the Anderson County Museum.  
�ere is no shortage of things to do 
for this city!

For those who enjoy a more 
urban setting, Anderson also has a 

thriving arts community.  �e Arts 
Center hosts a gallery and classes 
in pottery, painting, and ceramics.”  
Executive Director April Cameron 
mentions “we also started a wine 
dinner last year and try to have one 
in fall and spring.”  �ere are outdoor 
murals and sculptures gracing the 
downtown area and the Playhouse 
that has operated for more than 30 
years.  A stroll of downtown boasts 
a large array of shops, breweries, 
and restaurants like eCity Java, 
Doolittle’s, and Earle Street Kitchen 
and Bar.  To �nd a complete listing of 
where to stay, what to eat, and what 
to do in the area check out https://
visitanderson.com/.  �e website lists 
the activities coming up in the area; 
some of the upcoming events are the 
Upstate SC Boat Show and Blue Ridge 
agility dog show in January, and the 
Belton Museum’s German Fairy 
Tales with BHP Drama students.  
�ere are recurring events like Food 
Truck Wednesdays and local sports 
teams’ games as well.  <

The Secret is Out: AARP Lists Anderson as Best Place to Live and Retire

DUE TO COVID-19, 
PLEASE VERIFY EVENT DATES WITH VENDORS. continued on page 4

Upstate to Host 2022 Bassmaster Classic
By Lyndsey Pirro

The waters of Lake Hartwell 
will be heating up in March for the 
2022 Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic tournament.  �e 

tournament will run from March 
4-6 and host 55 combatants in a no-
entry fee event for a portion of the 
$1 million purse, with the champion 

winning $300,000 as well as a spot in 
the 2023 Academy Sports + Outdoors 
Bassmaster Classic, provided they 
�shed all three events in the division 
where their win occurred.  The 
tournament is not only a boon to 

anglers but has a positive e�ect on the 
local economy.  Neil Paul, Executive 
Director of Visit Anderson said “We 

continued on page 4

Above: Provided by www.visitanderson.com

Above: Weigh in at Bon Secours Wellness Arena in Greenville, provided by BASSMASTERS
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2021’s Top Lakes Announced by Lake Homes Realty – continued from pg. 1

Upstate to Host 2022 Bassmaster Classic – continued from pg. 1

3) Lake Martin, Alabama – 912,466 pageviews, 4) 
Lake Sinclair, Georgia – 907,025 pageviews, 5) Lake 
Keowee, South Carolina – 859,799 pageviews, 6) 
Lewis Smith Lake, Alabama – 830,071 pageviews. 
7) Table Rock Lake, Missouri – 827,591 pageviews, 
8) Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri – 786,397 
pageviews, 9) Cedar Creek Lake, Texas – 776,246 
pageviews, 10) Lake Murray, South Carolina – 
775,954 pageviews

2021 Top 10 States by Pageviews on 
LakeHomes.com 

1) Texas – 9,789,361 pageviews, 2) Tennessee 
– 6,908,215 pageviews, 3) Alabama – 6,398,652 

pageviews, 4) Georgia – 6,196,189 pageviews, 5) 
South Carolina – 5,703,223 pageviews, 6) New 
York – 5,409,664 pageviews, 7) North Carolina 

– 4,882,855 pageviews, 8) Missouri – 2,919,122 
pageviews, 9) Michigan – 2,748,297 pageviews, 
10) Oklahoma – 2,439,080 pageviews

“Buying or selling a lake home or land is 
not like selling other real estate,” said Glenn 
Phillips, CEO of Lake Homes Realty. “�ese 
properties are discretionary, leading to a very 
di�erent mindset and buy/sell patterns. �is 
mindset makes understanding the lake real 
estate market even more important and why 

Lake Homes Realty spends considerable time 
analyzing tremendous amounts of market data,” 
said Philips “Our real estate agents across the 
country supplement that data with information 
on local lake real estate trends.” 

Methodology:  The top states and top 
individual lakes were compiled from the 
97,381,121 pageviews on www.LakeHomes.com 
between January 1 and December 20, 2021. �e 
Lake Homes Realty website had 6,836,231 users 
during that time period with an average of 5:35 
minutes each session. Web searchers looked at 
8.3 pages on average per session. 

In addition to the top states and lakes listings, 
Lake Homes Realty also produces a quarterly report 
with trends nationally and by state. �e report 
shares a summary of this information collected 
from 131 MLS areas from the 34 states we serve and 
is, to our knowledge, not available from any other 
source. Collectively, the lake real estate market 
within the 34 states covered by Lake Homes Realty 
is $31.8 billion for the Winter Quarter. 

Copies of the Winter 2021 Lake Real Estate 
Market Report are now available to download for 
free at www.LakeHomes.com/report .  For more on 
Lake Homes Realty, visit www.LakeHomes.com  <

are very excited for the opportunity to host the 
Bassmaster Classic once again on Lake Hartwell.  
�e Leadership of Anderson County has made 
signi�cant commitment to Green Pond Landing 
and the marketing e�orts of Lake Hartwell, and 
we expect another record-breaking event with 
our teammates from Greenville.”  �e takeo�s 
will be from the Green Pond Landing & Event 
Center and the daily weigh-ins will be held at 
the Bon Secours Wellness Arena.  �e Annual 
Bassmaster Classic Outdoors Expo will be held 
at the nearby Greenville Convention Center.

�e team up of Anderson and Greenville is 
the perfect combination with the lake providing 
a most excellent spot for the tournament itself, 
and the larger city of Greenville providing 
hotels, restaurants, and centers needed for 
the rest of the event.  “�e Upstate of South 
Carolina is thrilled to welcome the Bassmaster 

Classic back to Lake Hartwell for the fourth 
time since initially hosting back in 2008,” said 
David Montgomery, Vice President of Sales for 
VisitGreenvilleSC. “Not only has the Classic set 
attendance records each year it has returned, but 
it has proven to be one of our largest economic 
impact events for the Greenville region.”

Several competitors slipped out onto the 
lake before the o�-limits period to get a feel for 
the lake and have great things to say.  Patrick 
Walters of Summerville, SC commented “�ere 
are a lot of �sh in the lake; I don’t think numbers 
will be a problem.  �e lake level is also promising 
and looks to remain so for the tournament with 
�sh being found in both deep water and shallow.  
Matt Arey of Shelby, NC commented on the 
unseasonably warm winter the Carolinas have 
experienced this year.  “Unless we get a hard 
push of cold weather and then a warming trend, 

I think it could keep 
the f ish scattered 
t h r ou g hout  t h e 
winter, and it could 
make it a little more 
diverse”

All events are 
free to the public, 
with the Bassmaster 
Classic Kicko� Party 
on �ursday, March 
3.  Takeo�s from the Green Pond Landing will 
also host booths and activities from sponsors.  
The doors to the weigh-ins at Bon Secours 
Wellness Arena open at 3:15 p.m. for the general 
public.  �e expo will run at the Greenville 
Convention Center on Friday, March 4 from 
Noon-7pm, Saturday from 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
from Sunday from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  However 

the winter shakes out, Spring looks to hold 
the promise of an exciting and challenging 
tournament for these anglers.  Lake Hartwell 
awaits with baited breath for the competition to 
begin.  �e event website for more information: 
https://www.bassmaster.com/news/attend-2022-
academy-sports-outdoors-bassmaster-classic-
presented-huk  <

Above: Provided by www.visitanderson.com
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By VISIT ANDERSON

89,383 Anderson County residents 
were employed as of November, according 
to new data released by the SC Department 
of Employment & Workforce.

“One year ago, almost 4,500 of our 
friends and neighbors were unemployed 
due to the results of the pandemic” said 
County Council Chairman Tommy Dunn.  

“I am thankful to announce today that 
number has declined by almost 50 percent. 
This stands as testimony to the resiliency 
of our local economy and, most especially, 
our people.”

The county’s 2 .7% unemployment 
rate represents a decrease from the 2.9% 
recorded in October and is the lowest 
rate observed since the onset of economic 
disruptions related to the pandemic. By way 
of comparison, the county’s unemployment 
rate peaked at 11.8% in May 2020.

The unemployment rate for the state of 
South Carolina in November was reported 
at 3.7 percent.

The resiliency in the local economy 
can be attributed in large part to the 
c o u nt y ’s  o n g o i n g  c o m m i t m e nt  t o 
economic development efforts. Despite the 
lingering effects of the pandemic, in 2021 
Anderson County announced new and 
expanded economic development projects 
representing more than $350 million in 
capital investment and creation of 1,100 
new jobs.

Anderson County a lso worked to 
spur activity in the travel and tourism 
sector, most significantly through hosting 
events at Green Pond Landing.  During 
2021, tournaments staged at Green Pond 
attracted more than 1,450 boats and 6,000 
spectators, resulting in a local economic 
impact in excess of five million dollars.

The decade from 2010 to 2020 began 
and ended with signif icant nationwide 
economic distress; however, three data 
points of interest recently released by the 
US Federal Reserve serve to highlight gains 
in the economic health of our community:

• Adjusted for inf lation, the Gross 
Domest ic Product for Private, 
Goods-Producing industries in 
Anderson County increased by 35 
percent, rising from $1.49 billion 
in 2010 to $2.01 billion in 2020.

• M e d i a n  h o u s e h o l d  i n c o m e 
increased by 36 percent, f rom 
$38,851 in 2010 to $52,667 in 2020.

• Over the course of the decade, 
the number of chi ldren l iv ing 
in pover t y in our communit y 
dropped by one-third, and the 
total number of persons living in 
poverty declined by almost twenty 
percent.

Anderson County Council and staff 
extends their best wishes to each and every 
one of you for a happy holiday season and a 
prosperous and healthy new year.  <

Anderson County Sees Record Level of 
Employment Heading into The New Year – 

Unemployment Rate Drops To 2.7%

By U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Savannah District

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Savannah District, released the 
new Hartwell Lake Master Plan. 

The updated plan follows the previous 
master plan closely. 

T h e  M a s t e r  P l a n  s e r v e s  a s  a 
comprehensive land and recreat iona l 
management plan, according to Sandy 
Campbell, the Natural Resource Program 
Manager at the Hartwell Dam and Lake 
Project. It guides the stewardship of natural 
and cultural resources and the provision 
of  outdoor recreat ion faci l it ies  a nd 
opportunities to ensure sustainability of 
federal land associated with Hartwell Lake.

“The revised Hartwell Lake Master 
Plan is the accumulation of a tremendous 
amount of hard work by the Army Corps 
team, our partners, stakeholders and 
members of the public,” Campbell said. 

“�e Corps of Engineers incorporated input 
from the public, including community 
members and area stakeholders, to ensure 
future management act ions are both 

environmentally sustainable and responsive 
to public outdoor recreation needs.”

�e completed Master Plan is available 
at https://go.usa.gov/xecXv.

The updated master plan contains an 
accompanying Environmental Assessment 
that assessed potential impacts of the 
revised Hartwell Lake Master Plan on the 
environment, resulting in a finding of no 
signi�cant impact. �e plan does not address 
water management in the reservoir, nor does 
it change shoreline management rules. �e 
Corps updated the shoreline management 
plan in 2020. 

A master plan does not appropriate 
f u nd i ng  for  a ny  i mprovement s  or 
developments, but e�ectively portrays where 
potential projects could be authorized if 
funding or a strategic partnership becomes 
available. Master Plans do not change the 
technical operations of a lake as related to 
their congressionally authorized project 
purposes. 

“�is revision is part of a larger, USACE-
wide e�ort to bring master plans up to date 
across the country,” Campbell said.  <

New Hartwell Lake Master Plan Makes Minor 
Updates to Previous Plan
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Call For A Free Estimate 706-377-4891
Hartwell, GA 30643   Email: angiejohnson@jandsshoreline.com

www.jandsshoreline.com

SHORELINE 
RENOVATION!

• Dock Repair
• Mobile Dock Welding &
  Gangway Wheel Systems
• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading
• Lake Cove Dredging
• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation
• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair

Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock 
Available with Shoreline Steps

Tennessee Crab Orchard Steps Tennessee River RockConcrete Pathway &
TN Crab Orchard Steps

Dock Restoration
BEFORE AFTER

Granite Rip Rap 
& Granite Steps 

with Ramps

Authorized Dealer

Greenville Convention Center, 
January 27-30, 2022 · Spaces 27 & 28



Lake Business/News10                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                www.hartwelllakenews.com          Winter 2022HartwellLakeNews

A wild duck harvested by a hunter in 
Colleton County, S.C., is the first wild bird 
since 2016 to be found infected in the United 
States with the Eurasian H5 type of highly 
pathogenic avian in�uenza (HPAI), o�cials 
have announced.

The bird, an American wigeon, was 
tested by the Clemson University Veterinary 
Diagnostic Center in Columbia and the 
d iagnosis  was conf i rmed by The U.S . 
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS).

�is type of HPAI virus is considered a 
low risk to people but it can be danger to the 
poultry industry, which is an important part 
of South Carolina’s agricultural economy.

“We’re asking that anyone involved with 
poultry or egg production, from large farms 
all the way down to backyard �ocks, review 
their biosecurity practices to assure the health 
of their birds,” said State Veterinarian Michael 
J. Neault, who directs Clemson Livestock 
Poultry Health, which includes the Veterinary 
Diagnostic Center.

“So far we have no indication that HPAI 
has jumped from wild migratory birds to 
poultry and we’d very much like to keep it that 
way,” Neault said.

USDA has alerted the World Organization 
of Animal Health, known as OIE, of the 
discovery as required under international 
trade protocols.

So far in 2022, Europe has been kept busy 
with H5 cases of their own, reporting to the 

OIE scattered infections across the continent 
from Portugal to Bulgaria. In December, 
Canada reported two separate cases in the 
province of Newfoundland and Labrador.

Julie Helm, a veterinarian and poultry 
specialist with Clemson Livestock Poultry 
Hea lt h,  adv ises  Sout h Ca rol in ia ns to 
protect small poultry �ocks with two simple 
statements:  “Keep it AWAY and Keep it 
CLEAN.”

Keep it AWAY: Keep your poultry and 
pets away from wild ducks and geese and their 
environment — ponds, lakes and swampy 
areas. Take care not to track the wild waterfowl 
virus back to your �ock if you are hunting or 
hiking in the wild waterfowl environment.  
Buy new birds from a reputable source. Keep 
new birds or returning show birds separated 
from your established home �ocks for 30 days. 
Keep pests (rodents, raccoons, opossums, 
rabbits) out of bird pens. Keep visitors out of 
your bird areas; what may they be carrying on 
their feet, clothing, or vehicles? 

Keep it CLEAN: Clean cages and coops. 
Clean any equipment �rst before it comes onto 
your property. Wear designated farm shoes 
and clothing to care for your birds. Wash your 
hands before and after working with your 
birds. Change birds’ food and water daily.  
Wash your vehicles and trailers a�er visiting 
other poultry facilities and before you come 
home — Go through a car wash. The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) considers 
the risk of HPAI H5 infections to the public 

to be low. No human infections from Eurasian 
H5 viruses have occurred in the United States. 
Nonetheless, USDA Veterinary and Wildlife 
Services recommends hunters and others to 
take precautions to protect themselves and the 
domestic birds they may encounter from the 
virus: *Do not harvest or handle wild birds that 
are obviously sick or found dead. *Dress your 
game birds in the �eld whenever possible. If 
you must dress birds at home, clean them in an 
area in which your poultry and pet birds have 
no access. *Keep a separate pair of shoes to 
wear only in your game cleaning area. If this is 
not possible, wear rubber footwear and clean/
disinfect your shoes before entering or leaving 
the area. *Do not eat, drink, 
or smoke while cleaning 
game. *Always wear rubber 
gloves while cleaning game 
or cleaning bird feeders. 

*Wash hands with soap and 
water immediately af ter 
handling game or cleaning 
bird feeders. If soap and 
water are not avai lable, 
use a lcohol wipes. *Use 
dedicated tools for cleaning 
game, whether in the field 
or at home. Do not use 
those tools around your 
poultry or pet birds. *Wash 
all tools and work surfaces 
with soap and water and 
then disinfect them. *Avoid 

cross-contamination. Keep uncooked game 
in a separate container, away from cooked 
or ready-to-eat foods. *Cook game meat 
thoroughly; poultry should reach an internal 
temperature of 165 °F to kill disease organisms 
and parasites. *Double bag the offal and 
feathers. Tie the inner bag; be sure to take o� 
your rubber gloves and leave them in the outer 
bag before tying it closed. *Place the bag in a 
trash can that poultry and pet birds cannot 
access. �is trash can should also be secure 
against access by children, pets, or other 
animals. 

Link to release on Clemson website: 
Avian in�uenza con�rmed in South Carolina 
· Clemson News  <

Avian Influenza Confirmed in South Carolina
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�e 52nd Annual Upstate SC Boat Show 
will run at the Greenville Convention Center 
from January 27-30, 2022.  The most up to 
date boat models will be on display as well as 
boating accessories and anything you might 
need to kick boating season o� to a great start.  

Admission is $7 for Adults, $6 for Seniors 
(60+) and Students (7-18), with children under 
6 being free; parking is $5.  �e show hours 
are Thursday/Friday from noon to 9 p.m., 
Saturday from 10 a.m-9 p.m., and Sunday 
from noon – 6 p.m.

With the unfortunate cancellation of the 
Atlanta Boat Show, the Upstate SC Boat Show 
will be the largest in the area and one of the 
only operating boat shows this year.  Anita 
Venable, Show Coordinator for the Boat Show 
was proud to announce that even with supply 
issues there will be a huge selection of the latest 
boats, including power boats, pontoons, �shing 

boats, cruisers, ski boats, personal watercra�, 
and more.  Prices range from $5,000 up to 
$100,000 for larger boats.  But there is more to 
owning a boat than just purchasing one and 
vendors at the show can help with the other 
details like accessories, boating insurance, 

dock builders, and more.  “It 
makes it easier to shop if you 
have all vendors in one space.  
If it is on the water, it is in the 
show” according to Anita.

Some of the vendors for 
this year include Master Dock, 
that specializes in boat docks, 
swim benches, ladders, lifts, 
jet ski ports, and dock repair.  
J & S Shoreline offer granite 
rip rap, steps with ramps, 
Tennessee crab orchard steps, 

concrete pathways, Tennessee river rock, and 
dock repair.  Strickland Marine, Clemson 
Marina, and JC Sports o�er a variety of boats.  
Float Air offers 100% American made boat 
li�s, and Aqua Stairs o�ers a variety of ladders 
and stairs for boats and docks.  �e shows are 
vital for vendors according to Michael Adairco, 
the owner of Aqua-Stairs “it’s di�erent every 
year, but as always we get an extreme deal of 
exposure.  Show sales are always great and 
after the show even more transactions are 
taking place.”  

For more information on the Boat Show, 
their website is https://upstatescboatshow.com/. <

2022 Upstate SC Boat Show

By Michael Adairco, 
Aqua-Stairs.com

Aqua-Stairs®, a top name in boat ladders 
nationwide, proudly provides options for 
spaces of all sizes. When you learn about 
Aqua-Stairs company, you will discover our 
background in the industry. Reach out to us 
today to choose our aluminum dock ladder 
for your property.

They say necessity is the mother of 
invention and that is certainly true of the 
Aqua-Stairs line of boat ladders and dock 
ladders. At Adairco, LLC, all we sell are dock    
ladders for marine and boating use.

Back in the late 1990s, I was attempting 
to make it easier to get people and pets up 
onto my dock that did not have the physical 
ability to climb up on the traditional straight 
up and down dock ladders. I studied the 
traditional dock ladders and swimming pool 
ladders, none of which accomplished what I 
needed. I needed a ladder that most everyone, 
including dogs, could use to get out of the 
water. I also was concerned about those that 
did not swim well and wanted something for 
them to get out with easily, sort of a safety 
ladder. It needed to be a wide step ladder as 
well as a deep step ladder – this would allow 
for comfortable footing. No more skinny 
steps that hurt your feet!

Understanding that some people did 
not have the physical ability to climb up and 
down a dock ladder, I knew that a stair step 

ladder would fix most issues. Starting with 
wood, I made staircase dock ladders that 
worked somewhat, but these dock ladders 
were dif f icult to keep from f loating up, 
making them difficult to use. When I did 
get the wooden swim ladder to stay down, 
it became waterlogged and was too heavy 
to rotate out. And worst of all, those dock 
ladders quickly became too slippery to use 
due to the growth of algae and slime.

The only solution that made sense was to 
make a boat or dock ladder out of lightweight 
a luminum. Sta inless steel would make 
them much heavier and considerably more 
expensive to fabricate. This made it easy to 
rotate them out of the water to keep clean 
and more durable. We first started making 
these f lip-out swim ladders in just a 4-step 
dock ladder model and quickly found that 
people with fixed docks needed a 6-step dock 
ladder since water levels varied on some lakes 
and of course, coastal areas. Since then, we 
had made several other models for docks 
(3/4/5/6/7 step models) to accommodate the 
special needs of the elderly, young, and those 
with certain handicaps.

Next, people started requesting angled 
pontoon boat ladders, so the development 
of a sloped ladder for side entry and rear 
entry was made. The rear mount pontoon 
boat ladder was then adapted next for the 
swim platform on larger boats and yachts. 
Some people  have u sed t hese  fold i ng 

Learn About Our Dock Ladders and Boat Ladders

continued on page 12
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pontoon boat ladders as a deck boat ladder 
and even as a houseboat ladder. Any of our 
boat stairs also make the perfect dog boat 
ladder.

The Aqua-Sta i rs  boat ladders a nd 
dock ladders have become a game changer 
for both people and dogs. These stair step 
design ladders enable people and pets to get 

out of the water with ease since they are like 
walking out steps. There are models to fits 
boat docks, piers, seawall, swim platforms, 
pontoon boats, and more.

For more information visit us at www.
aquastairs.com. See our ad on page 11, 
bottom left.  <

Learn About Our Dock Ladders and Boat Ladders – continued from pg. 11

L avon ia  Dow ntow n De ve lopment 
Authority announces that the city will host 
Lavonia Boat Expo 2022 on March 12.

“We are so excited to bring this fun event 
back to town after taking a year off due to 
the Covid-19 virus,” said Susan Poole, who 
is chairing the event as 
she did in 2020. “It’s a 
great way to celebrate all 
things related to living 
so near Lake Hartwell. 
As we did during the 
Boat  E x pos of  2019 
a n d  2 0 2 0 ,  w e  w i l l 
feature our area’s boat 
dealers, vendors who 
supply the essentia ls 
for boating and fishing, 
a nd ex h ibitors  who 
promote recreat iona l 
opportunities.”

So far, Poole has confirmed the following 
vendors and/or exhibitors: A-1 Marine, 
Gordon’s Marine, Lake Hartwell Marine, 
N&C Marine, Ed Murdock Superstores, Mega 
Motorsports, C&E Marine, J&S Shoreline. 
First Cit izens Bank, Karew Sports and 
Imprinting, Southern Marine Enterprise, 

Lakeside Dock Services, U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary, James Short Tractors & Equipment, 
Kona Ice of Greater Commerce, Top Dawg 
Grillers and Chick-fil-A.

Boat Expo 2022 wi l l be advert ised 
throughout Northeast Georgia and Upstate 

S out h  C a r o l i n a  t o 
d r aw  v i s i t o r s  i nt o 
town. Local merchants 
a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s 
a r e  e nc ou r a ge d  t o 
participate by having 
specia l dea ls during 
the day.

“ This  i s  a  g reat 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 
showcase every thing 
Lavonia has to of fer 
a s  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l 
de s t i nat ion ,”  Poole 

said. “Restaurants and unique shops will 
attract repeat visitors.”

Boat Expo will take place on East Main 
Street and the Gazebo. There is no admission 
fee. Features of the event include drawings 
for prizes and free give-away items. Rain 
date will be March 19. For more information 
contact Poole at 706-356-4913.  <

COLUMBIA, S.C. (Dec. 2, 2021) — In 
2020, International Wildlife Crimestoppers 
(IWC) awarded the S.C. Department of 
Natural Resources (SCDNR) with a $10,000 
Cabela’s grant to purchase a trailer for the 
SCDNR’s Operation Game Thief program 
to educate the public on the effect poachers 
have on the state’s natural resources. For 
2021,  IWC has awarded a n addit iona l 
$2 ,500.00 Cabela’s equipment grant to 
assist in SCDNR Operation Game Thief ’s 
efforts to educate the public by allowing the 
addition of video and audio equipment for 
the trailer’s  “Wall of Shame” display.

The Operation Game Thief program 
allows anonymous reporting of violations 
of natura l resource laws, l it tering, and 
boat ing laws.  Addit iona l ly,  Operat ion 
Game Thief works to educate the public on 
the differences of sustainable and ethical 
hunting practices versus non-ethical and 
i l legal poaching activ it ies. Through the 
Operation Game Thief program, SCDNR 
continues to educate, provide outreach, and 
support IWC and its mission to reduce illegal 
poaching of fish and wildlife resources.  

With information and donations provided 
by concerned citizens, Operation Game �ief 
assists SCDNR’s Law Enforcement Division in 
the protection of South Carolina’s wildlife, �sh, 
coastal, and other resources. Rewards of up to 
$500 are paid to persons providing information 
leading to the arrest of natural resource law 
violators. In addition to supporting the rewards 
system, donations to the program pay for the 
toll-free, round-the-clock telephone reporting 
system. For more information, visit:[https://
www.dnr.sc.gov/law/OGT.html].  <

Lavonia Boat Expo 2022 Coming in March SCDNR Operation Game Thief 
“Wall of Shame” Trailer

Above: SCDNR’s Operation Game Thief trailer recently goat a technology 
upgrade, thanks to a grant from the nonprofit International Wildlife 

Crimestoppers and Cabelas.
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By Lyndsey Pirro

We are never prepared for the unthinkable 
to happen but happen it did for Randall and 
Karen Smith in 1997 when a drunk boater 
crashed into their boat.  �eir 11-year-old son 
Drew was killed in the accident, prompting 
them to fight to make waterways safer for 
everyone.  They’ve had success in getting 
law makers to pass Drew’s Law in 1999 that 
strengthened boating laws, but there is more 
work to be done.

Randall started the Boating Safety in 
South Carolina Facebook group in March of 
2021, and they now have over 2000 members 
as well as prompting the creation of 25 groups 
statewide dedicated to the crucial subject.  He 
is also the Chairman of the SCCVC Boating 
Safety Committee and is dedicated to boating 
safety education and the passing of more 
boating laws.  �e group also serves as a voice 
for the victims and families killed or injured in 
boating accidents.  �ere are videos of several 
close calls on our waterways by irresponsible 
boaters.  �ese are just a few of the captured 
examples of why the boating safety laws must 
be tightened in South Carolina.  �e statistics 
on boating fatalities increased by 25% in 2020 
when compared to 2019; 767 lives were lost in 
recreational boating accidents just last year.

This year, Randall championed South 
Carolina Bill S.497, proposing to tighten 
boating laws and increase education.  The 
Bill would require the Department of Natural 
Resources to issue a boating safety certi�cate 
upon the completion of certain requirements 
and make it unlawful for people to operate 

certain watercra� in South Carolina without 
the certi�cate.  It also would include a revision 
of the term “personal watercraft” and make 
changes to what watercra� people younger than 
sixteen years of age could operate.  Although 
the sensible Bill passed through the Senate, it 
did not make it to the House �oor; it was stalled 
waiting on a hearing and was killed for the year.  
Randall is also working to pass a second Bill, 
S.29 (Boating Liability Insurance) which would 
require owners of watercra� of more than ��y 
horsepower to carry liability insurance of at 
least $50,000 of coverage per occurrence and 
provide penalties and provide for the collection 
of �nes.  �is would include jet skis as well as 
boats with the �rst o�ense being punishable 
by a fine of not less than $50 and not more 
than $250, increasing with multiple o�enses to 
include up to a $1000 and/or one year in prison.  
�e �nes would go to a fund with the purpose 
of working of creating a boater training and 
safety program for the State.

Randall will be bringing the Bills back 
up in January of 2022 and is urging South 
Carolinians to reach out to their Representatives 
to ask for the Bill to be scheduled for a hearing.  
According to Randall, Chris Murphy with the 
House of Representatives in Columbia would 
be the best contact to urge a hearing to discuss 
this boating bills.  �e State House number is 
803-734-3120 and via email at: ChrisMurphy@
schouse.gov. 

A link to read the Bills can be found at: 
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess124_2021-
2022/bills/497.htm and https://www.scstatehouse.
gov/sess124_2021-2022/bills/29.htm  <

By Takingmefishing.com, 
Debbie Hanson

For those who love the serenity of the 
outdoors, winter kayaking o�en comes with the 
bene�ts of fewer people on the water and beautiful 
snow covered views. However, paddling during 
the winter requires a high level of respect for the 
elements and special safety considerations.

If you’ve been wondering, can you kayak in 
the winter? �e answer is yes, but make sure you 
know what you need to safely paddle during the 
winter months. Winter kayaking gear and winter 
kayaking clothing needs are much di�erent than 
other seasons of the year, particularly when there 
is a chance for immersion.

While you should always consult with an 
outfitter or kayak safety pro, these key winter 
kayaking tips will give you a general idea of how to 
prepare for cold weather adventures on the water.

GET A KAYAKING DRY SUIT: Not sure 
what to wear winter kayaking? When the water 
temperature drops below 60 degrees Fahrenheit, 
you’ll want to wear a kayaking dry suit. You can wear 
winter clothing layers underneath the protective dry 
suit layer made from a special membrane fabric or 
neoprene. Dry suits are 100% water resistant and built 
speci�cally for cold weather kayaking.

DRESS IN LAYERS: Wear a dry suit as your 
outermost layer, then layer your clothing underneath 
the dry suit in the same manner that you would for 
any other outdoor activity during the winter. The 
closest layer to your body should be made of some sort 
of synthetic, non-cotton material. Synthetic materials 
do a much better job of wicking moisture away from 
your body and drying quickly when they get wet.

WEAR A PFD MADE FOR PADDLING:
US Coast Guard Type III PFDs (personal �otation 

devices) are essential pieces of kayak �shing gear to 
have during any season of the year. Life jackets or 
PFDs are the safest way to keep yourself a�oat if you 
happen to capsize and will make it easier to climb 
back into your kayak. For winter kayaking, it is 
recommended that you wear a PFD that is rated for 
�ve to ten pounds more than the weight of your body.

USE A SIT-INSIDE KAYAK: While sit-on-
top kayaks are more popular for fishing because 
they are generally more stable as well as easier to get 
in and out of, sit-inside models are best for winter 
kayak fishing or paddling activities because they 
serve the purpose of protecting your lower body 
from the water and cold winds. In other words, 
sit-inside kayaks will provide a drier paddling 
experience and will also give you more space to keep 
your winter kayaking gear secure.

PROTECT YOUR HEAD AND EARS: If 
you have a dry suit that is made with a hood, you 
will already have a waterproof head covering built 
into your outermost paddling layer. Although, 
make sure you wear a beanie or insulated cap 
underneath to protect your ears and provide extra 
insulation while on winter kayaking trips.

WEAR PADDLING GLOVES: Neoprene 
paddling gloves that are waterproof or water 
resistant are a requirement to keep your hands dry 
and protected from the cold weather. Unlike regular 
gloves, kayak gloves will also have non-slip fabric on 
the palm side which allows you to keep a tight grip 
on your paddle and your kayak �shing accessories.

Can you kayak in the winter? Absolutely, if 
you apply these tips and are properly prepared for 
the elements. Get outside and try winter kayak bass 
�shing or just take in the winter scenery on a self-
guided paddling tour.  <

Boating Safety in South Carolina Winter Kayaking Checklist: Prep for 
Cold Weather Paddling
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By Bassmaster.com/Kayak

Registration is now open for the 2022 
Bassmaster Kayak Series powered by TourneyX 
season, which will visit iconic fisheries in six 
states. For the �rst time, the 2022 Kayak Series 
will feature the Old Town Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Angler of the Year award with $5,000 cash 
and a top-of-the-line Old Town kayak going to 
the angler who accumulates the most points 
during the regular season. 

�e 2022 Kayak Series schedule features �ve 
regular-season events and the Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Championship that will coincide with the 
2022 Academy Sports + Outdoors Bassmaster 
Classic presented by Huk.

“In just two years we’ve been amazed by 
the growth of the series,” said B.A.S.S. Nation 
Director Jon Stewart, who oversees 
the Kayak Series. “We knew kayak 
fishing was experiencing major 
growth — that’s why we started this 
back in 2020. But I’m not sure we 
had any idea just how popular it was.

“It’s been really fun to watch 
anglers enjoy this trail as the sport 
continues to evolve.”

�e schedule begins on one of 
the big bass capitals of the country 
as the Kayak Series visits Lake Fork in Alba, 
Texas, Feb. 5-6 for one of three two-day events 
this season. In the past, all events except the 
championship have been one-day tournaments. 
Nebraska’s Nate Gloria took home the Lake 

Fork title in 2021 with a 
�ve-bass limit measuring 
98 inches while Arkansas 
pro Cody Milton earned 
a Century Belt with five 
bass measuring 100.5 
inches in 2020’s inaugural 
tournament on this big bass 
factory.  

From there, the next stop will be Richard B. 
Russell Lake in Anderson, S.C., for the two-day 
Bassmaster Kayak Series Championship, March 
2-3. �e tournament �eld will be comprised of 
qualifiers from the 2021 Kayak Series — and 
though the tournament will actually conclude 
on March 3, the winner will be revealed March 4 
and receive a �rst-place prize of at least $20,000 
on stage at Bon Secours Wellness Arena before 

the first-round weigh-in of the Bassmaster 
Classic. 

The inaugural 2021 Championship 
tournament on Possum Kingdom Lake near 
Fort Worth, Texas, featured a record-breaking 

performance by hometown 
angler Mark Pendergraf 
who won with a two-day, 
10 bass total of 209.25 
inches — the highest two-
day total in TourneyX 
history.

“�at record-setting limit is the 
equivalent to weighing in a 30-plus-pound bag,” 
explained Stewart. “What a way to introduce 
the Classic crowd to the hammers on the Kayak 
Series!” 

Among the Championship qualif iers 
in Anderson will be Bassmaster Elite Series 
veteran Mike Iaconelli from New Jersey, who 
won a Kayak Series event last year on the Upper 
Chesapeake Bay, as well as Tennessee angler Jim 
Davis, who became the first two-time Kayak 
Series winner with a victory last year on the 
Upper Mississippi River in La Crosse, Wis.

“�e series is not even three years old and it’s 
already developing its own rich history,” Stewart 
said. “Ike winning an event was a big deal in the 
�shing industry. He touted it himself as one of 
the accomplishments he’s most proud of — and 
that’s from a guy who has won a Classic, won 
Angler of the Year, won Elite Series events. 

“Several big sticks are also emerging. Some 
guys are so serious about kayak �shing that they 
show up at every event with a genuine chance at 
winning.”

A�er the Championship in South Carolina, 
the Kayak Series will visit the Harris Chain of 
Lakes in Leesburg, Fla., on March 19, Grand 

Lake O’ the Cherokees in Grove, Okla., on April 
16 and Lewis Smith Lake in Jasper, Ala., on 
May 21. All of those venues have been regular 
destinations for major B.A.S.S. events, and one 

— Grand Lake — was the site of the Bassmaster 
Classic in 2013 and 2016.

The Kayak Series will conclude with the 
third two-day event of the season on Pickwick 
Lake in Counce, Tenn., on Oct. 8-9. �at event 
will decide the �nal Old Town AOY race and the 
�nal quali�ers for the 2023 Bassmaster Kayak 
Series Championship. The Top 25 anglers in 
the AOY points race along with quali�ers from 

Bassmaster regional and state championships will 
earn a spot in the Kayak Series Championship. 
Anglers will earn points in every regular-season 
tournament with their lowest �nish dropped to 
determine the �nal Angler of the Year standings.   

As in the past, anglers will use the TourneyX 
app and photograph their bass on special 
measuring boards to submit their catches. �e 
angler with the most inches of bass will be the 
winner. All 2021 winners had at least 85 inches 
of bass.  <

2022 Bassmaster Kayak Series Registration Now Open

Above: Provided by Bassmaster

Above: Provided by Bassmaster
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