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By Clemson University

CLEMSON — With an eco-
nomic impact of $33.4 billion, nat-
ural resources are major contribu-
tors to South Carolina economy 
and quality of life. To train people 
to help sustain these resources, 
Clemson University is establishing 

a Fisheries and Aquatic Center of 
Excellence.

The center, also known as 
FACE, will be located in the for-
estry and environmental conserva-
tion department. Troy Farmer and 
Brandon Peoples, assistant profes-
sors of fisheries ecology, are leading 
the center’s establishment.

FACE will be a collaboration 
of Clemson and the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources, 
as well as others associated with the 
outdoor recreation industry. Farm-
er said FACE is being established 
because of the increasing demand 
for highly trained college graduates 
to work as fisheries scientists with 

state and federal agencies and pri-
vate consulting firms.

“The central goal of the center 
is to promote research that will en-
hance management and conserva-
tion of South Carolina’s aquatic and 
fisheries resources,” Farmer said. 
“We also want to provide the high-
est quality training and education 
for the next generation of fisheries 
biologists, managers, scientists and 
other professionals. In addition, we 
will have an outreach component 
that involves the delivery and dis-
semination of fisheries manage-
ment and conservation information 
to private landowners, profession-
als, policymakers and the general 
public.”

Academic programs will be 
provided through forestry and en-
vironmental conservation. Out-

Clemson University’s New FACE to Help Sustain Natural Resources

Southern Current Launching New Solar 
Projects in Anderson County  

Company Investing $30 Million in Solar Farm Development

Bill Would Mean Millions for Wildlife 
Conservation, Recreation in  

South Carolina
By South Carolina  
Natural Resources

The South Carolina Natural 
Resources Board, the policy-making 
body for the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (SCD-
NR), is one of the latest of hundreds 
of agencies and organizations na-
tionwide to throw its support behind 
a piece of federal legislation designed 
to provide much-needed funding 
for wildlife of conservation concern 
at the state level. If passed, the bill 
would provide South Carolina with 
millions of dollars in new funding to 
support existing and new initiatives 
for wildlife conservation, research, 
management, habitat protection and 
education. The Board unanimously 

passed a resolution affirming their 
and the agency’s support for the 
federal legislative initiative at their 
March 23, 2018 meeting.

House Resolution 4647, known 
as the “Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act,” (RAWA) was introduced in 
2017 by Nebraska Rep. Jeff Forten-
berry and Michigan Rep. Debbie 
Dingell and is co-sponsored by 
a growing list of Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers that includes 
South Carolina Rep. Jeff Duncan, a 
member of the Congressional Sports-
men’s Caucus. That broad biparti-
san support has sparked optimism 
among groups such as the Associa-
tion of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, 
the National Wildlife Federation, and 

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Southern 
Current, a leading developer in the 
residential, commercial and utility-
scale solar markets, is expanding 
its solar farm portfolio with five 
new facilities throughout Anderson 
County. The company is investing 
$30 million in these projects. 

Southern Current is an own-
er and developer of utility-scale 
solar energy facilities across the 
southeastern United States. With 
an in-house team of development 
professionals, the company man-
ages projects from site selection and 
origination through construction 
and operation. 

For more information on 
Southern Current, visit www.south-
erncurrentllc.com. 

QUOTES
“Southern Current is excited 

to continue making investments 

continued on page 8

continued on page 6

continued on page 8

Above photo by Julie Smith, www.jujugrafiks.com

Image Credit: Clemson University College of Agriculture Forestry and Life Sciences
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Dear HLN, my friends are always talking about they get 
“poison oak” in the summer months while doing yard work and 
camping. When I was growing up we got poison ivy. I never 
heard of poison oak. What is it and who is right?  

—Michelle K., Westminster 
Well Michelle, poison oak is a real plant and can cause painful 

skin eruptions and itching, but it generally occurs along the West 

Coast and in Canada. It looks 
like a smaller version of an 
oak tree, thus the name. In the 
South, we generally have poison 
ivy, which is similar and can 
cause the same type of distress. 
Both plants are to be avoided.

Poison ivy is very common 
in shady areas in cut-over woodlands. It has the characteristic three-
leaves and can present as a climbing vine, or a short plant 8-10 inches 
in height with white berries. Birds love to eat the berries, which do 
them no harm, but help spread the plant around. Poison ivy vine is 
very hairy in appearance. In winter, when the leaves are absent, it can 
still cause irritation if disturbed. The irritation is caused by urushiol. 

This oily sap can cause burning, itching and painful blisters. If you 
know you have been exposed to poison ivy experts say wash the 
area immediately with rubbing alcohol and rinse with warm water. 
Avoid soap as this may spread the urushiol on the skin. Never burn 
poison ivy to get rid of it as urushiol in the smoke can cause irritation 
to eyes, skin and lungs. Use weed killers to control poison ivy and 
keep children and pets away from areas where the plant is found. < 
____________________________________________________

Editor’s note: The Hartwell Lake News is interested in your 
comments and suggestions about the lake. We are starting a new 
feature LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. Please send your comments by 
email to: info@hartwelllakenews.com. Please include your name to 
any comments or your letter will not be accepted for publication.

Clemson University’s New FACE to Help Sustain Natural Resources – continued from pg. 1
reach programs will be conducted through 
Clemson University Public Service and Ag-
riculture.

FACE’s establishment began after Greg 
Yarrow, professor and chair of forestry and 
environmental conservation, determined it 
would be an excellent way to train individu-
als to provide researched-based information 
to sustain the state resources. The center is 
in the process of securing funds it needs to 
ensure it can meet its goals.

“An investment in the center is an in-
vestment in educating and training future 
fisheries professionals,” Yarrow said. “It also 
is an investment in ensuring South Caro-
lina’s fisheries resources will be around for 
generations to come.”

Farmer said there was a lot of interest 
in the center during the Bass Master Classic 

recently held on Hartwell Lake.
South Carolina’s forests cover 13 mil-

lion of the state’s 20.5 million acres and 
water for 1.3 million acres. The state 
has 11,000 miles of rivers and streams 
and more than 1,600 lakes larger than 
10 acres, including 19 reservoirs great-
er than 1,000 acres, and 2,876 miles of 
coastal shoreline.

Natural resources have the largest eco-
nomic impact of any industry in the state. 
Fish and wildlife-related recreation con-
tributes $1.7 billion annually to the state’s 
economy, with $686 million spent annually 
on fishing alone. Fish and wildlife-related 
activities support more than 31,000 jobs in 
South Carolina, many of which are provided 
by local outdoor recreation companies based 
here.

Alvin Taylor, director of the South Car-
olina Department of Natural Resources, said 
natural resources are an important part of 
the state’s charm.

“South Carolina’s natural resources are 
our most valuable economic asset,” said Al-
vin Taylor. “Natural resources are the major 
contributor to our quality of life, which is 
why corporations want to locate here, why 
people want to move here and it is why peo-
ple want to stay here.”

To contribute to the Fisheries and 
Aquatic Center of Excellence, contact Mar-
garet Owens, senior director of develop-
ment, at 864-276-7245 or mr6@clemson.edu 
or Kim Arp, director of development, at 864-
506-1488 or kimarp@clemson.edu. For more 
information about the center, visit https://
www.clemson.edu/cafls/face/.  <
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many others that, with public support for the 
measure also growing, the bill could be on a fast 
track to becoming law. Since its introduction 
last December, RAWA has been making its way 
through the House subcommittee review pro-
cess, steadily gaining support from co-sponsors 
along the way. Organizations tracking the leg-
islation believe a companion bill could be in-
troduced in the U.S. Senate soon, and that, if 
citizens demonstrate their support to lawmak-
ers in large enough numbers, both bills could 
pass their respective chambers before the end 
of 2018.

This unique bill has united Republicans, 
Democrats, hunters, anglers, hikers, bird 
watchers, outdoor industry executives, non-
profit environmental groups and government 
agencies. This wide-ranging, bipartisan support 
comes from the common sense, business model 
approach the bill takes to funding:
•	 The proposed legislation dedicates $1.3 bil-

lion in existing revenues from the fees paid 
for the development of energy and mineral 
resources on federally-owned public lands 
to existing Wildlife Conservation Restora-
tion programs that distribute funding to 
state wildlife conservation agencies.  The 
bill would NOT impose any new taxes or 
fees. 

•	 South Carolina’s share of that annual fund-
ing is estimated to be $15 million annually.

•	 Currently, the “State Wildlife Action Plan” 

that guides our state’s efforts to manage 826 
animal and plant species outlined in the 
plan receives around $650,000 in annual 
federal funding. 

•	 The critical research, management and 
habitat protection programs that could be 
funded through this initiative would not 
only help bolster recovery of federally listed 
species in South Carolina, they would also 
assist with closing data gaps for species of 
concern, many of which share habitats with 
popular game species.

•	 Programs that support outdoor education 
and recreation, critical to recruiting and 
retaining the next generation of hunters, 
anglers and outdoor enthusiasts in South 
Carolina, could also benefit from increased 
federal funding.
The RAWA initiative is the result of a part-

nership — consisting of members representing 
the outdoor recreation, retail and manufactur-
ing sector, the energy and automotive indus-
tries, private landowners, educational institu-
tions, conservation organizations, sportsmen’s 
groups and state and federal fish and wildlife 
agencies — created by the Blue Ribbon Panel 
on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wild-
life Resources. Learn more about the history 
of the RAWA initiative and find out how you 
can take action to support the bill at the Alli-
ance for America’s Fish and Wildlife website at 
http://ournatureusa.com/.  <

Bill Would Mean Millions for Wildlife... – continued from pg. 1

Southern Current Launching New Solar... – continued from pg. 1
into South Carolina’s clean energy future, and 
there’s no better place than Anderson County. 
We are thankful and appreciative of the sup-
port from the economic development team 
and county council for our projects, and we’re 
excited to start construction in the near fu-
ture.” –Southern Current Chief Development 
Officer Paul Fleury

“Our approach to creating a business-
friendly environment for all types of compa-
nies continues to pay off, and Southern Cur-
rent’s new investment in Anderson County is 
a testament to that. I look forward to seeing 
the impact that the renewable energy industry 
will continue to have in the region and across 
the state.” –Gov. Henry McMaster 

“The renewable energy market is increas-
ingly a major driver of South Carolina’s econ-
omy, and today’s announcement in Anderson 
County is proof of that. I congratulate South-
ern Current on this latest $30 million invest-
ment and wish them continued success.” –Sec-
retary of Commerce Bobby Hitt

“We’re very pleased to announce this 
capital investment in Anderson County. The 
county will see increased tax revenue for our 
citizens. We look forward to future solar proj-
ect investments in Anderson County.” –An-
derson County Council Chairman Tommy 
Dunn

FIVE FAST FACTS
•	 Southern Current is launching new solar 

projects in Anderson County.
•	 $30 million of capital investment.
•	 Southern Current is a leading owner and 

developer of residential, commercial and 

utility-scale solar projects across the 
southeastern United States.

•	 The company manages projects from site 
selection and origination through con-
struction and operation.

•	 For more information on Southern Cur-
rent, visit www.southerncurrentllc.com. 
About S.C. Department of Commerce
As South Carolina’s leading economic 

development agency, the Department of 
Commerce works to recruit new businesses 
and help existing business grow. S.C. Com-
merce has recruited world-class companies to 
South Carolina such as BMW, Boeing, Con-
tinental, Giti Tire, LPL Financial Holdings, 
Mercedes-Benz Vans, Samsung, Toray and 
Volvo Cars and also supports startups, small 
and existing business, innovation and ru-
ral development initiatives. S.C. Commerce 
partners with the S.C. Technical College Sys-
tem via readySC to support workforce train-
ing and recruiting, and with the S.C. Depart-
ment of Employment and Workforce, which 
provides worker training and employment 
opportunities within the state. With a strong 
international footprint, since 2011, the Pal-
metto State has ranked among top three in 
the nation for attracting jobs through foreign 
investment on a per capita basis, according 
to IBM-Plant Location International. Addi-
tionally, in five of seven years, the state has 
won the Gold Shovel Award from Area De-
velopment magazine; and, in 2017, the state 
was recognized as Business Facilities’ State of 
the Year. For more information, visit www.
SCcommerce.com.  <
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By Vince Jackson

“A rising tide lifts all boats,” said President 
Kennedy. All of us realize a lake full of water 
lifts all boats, too. Kennedy borrowed his phrase 
from the New England Chamber of Commerce 
in 1963 during a speech he made about an im-
proving economy. Since then it has become a 
frequent reference for those looking to express 
good economic news.

Recent news reports indicate lake prop-
erty values in our area have risen as much as 15 
percent during the last year. Not surprisingly, 
Lake Keowee leads the way with a big share of 
South Carolina’s lake real estate market, about 
25 percent, and Hartwell Lake comes in with a 
stout 22 percent, according to recent industry 
figures. It does not hurt to have the appeal of 
living in an area with a major research univer-
sity, an area rich in beautiful scenery, low 
cost of living, abundant recreational 
areas, a nationally-recognized 
tournament bass fish-
ery, and relatively 
uncrowded 
spaces. 

All of these things work together to favor of an 
improved real estate market for lake homes.

Jim Miller, Broker-in-charge for Hartwell 
Lake Properties, said he does not see a 15 per-
cent increase across the board. “You may see 
that figure in some areas, but not in general from 
my experience,” he said. Miller says lake home 
sales have increased during the last year with 
some areas on Hartwell and Keowee being more 
active. Homes in the $200,000 up to $400,000 
range can sell quickly, but above $400,000 the 
market is tighter and takes longer to sell, Miller 
said. 

Lake Hartwell Real Estate recently con-
firmed 69 homes and 14 vacant lots were sold on 

Hartwell Lake during the first 
quarter of 2018, pacing the 
number sold during the same 
period last year. The company 
reported the average lot price 
was down slightly to $126,000, 
and the average home price 
was up slightly to $383,000. 
Available inventory for lots 
and homes remains steady 
with many sellers electing to 
list properties to take advan-
tage of an active spring season, 
according to the report.  <

Values Rise for Lake Properties as the 
Economy Improves

Legislature Looking at How Much 
Homeowners Should Receive for Solar Power

By Vince Jackson

Charleston’s Post and Courier newspaper 
recently reported companies installing 
residential solar panels are at odds 
with some state legislators and 
power companies over what 
is the correct amount of 
credit to offer for residen-
tial solar generated elec-
tricity.

At present, homeown-
ers who install solar panels, 
get one kilowatt-hour of 
credit for every kilowatt-hour 
of electricity they produce; a 
rate established to help get the 
solar industry off the ground in 
its infancy, according to electric 
utility companies. The report 
states some energy companies 
feel continuing the current plan 
penalizes large solar farms, which 
are reimbursed at a lower rate. Fair-
ness is the most common reason 
cited for changing the current rate 
structure. Two bills pending before the 
South Carolina Legislature follow differ-
ent paths to resolve the developing situation. 
Legislators will have to make decisions soon 
due to the terms of legislation passed in 2014 
that provides when two percent of electricity 

in South Carolina is produced by solar panels 
from businesses and homes, the higher rate 
will expire. Experts in the solar industry say 

the two percent mark will be sur-
passed soon. The state became 

one of the top twenty so-
lar states during 2017, up 

nine positions, accord-
ing to U.S. Solar Market 
Insight, a trade publica-
tion.

Not surprisingly, 
solar industry companies 

believe solar users should 
continue getting credit for 

their solar panel electrical 
production at the higher rate. 
Public utilities believe the solar 
industry is doing just fine and 

no longer needs encouragement 
from the higher reimbursement 

rates, and that those selling electric-
ity back to the power grid should also 

help pay for costly transmission lines 
and power plant expenses when the sun is not 
shining. Stay tuned to news reports as the de-
bate unfolds and both sides continue to lobby 
for their point of view.  <



Lake Business/News HartwellLakeNewsSummer 2018          www.hartwelllakenews.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 11

Clemson Sustainable  
Agriculture Program

Clemson:  www.Clemson.edu/sustainableag  
(864) 656-5057, Kelly Gilkerson 

 

Gibson’s Healthy Harvest Produce 
Westminster:  sjgib@bellsouth.net  

(864) 903-1823, Stanley Gibson 
 

Greenbrier Farms  
Easley:  www.greenbrierfarms.com  

(864) 855-9782, Amy Bishop
 

Patrick Square CSA 
Clemson (864) 654-1500, Chris Hodge 

 

Gibson Organic Farms, Inc. 
Westminster,  

www.GibsonFarmsOrganicBeef.com
(434) 221-1716,  

leland@gibsonfarmsorganicbeef.com 
Approved USDA Certified Organic Grass 

Fed, Grass Finished Beef
 

Tokeena Angus 
Seneca: www.tokeena.com

(864) 247-000, Neil and Gwen McPhail

Taylor Creek Farm 
Toccoa: www.thehippyfarm@gmail.com,

All natural produce and poultry. 
 

Lavonia Farmers Market
Wed and Sat. (7am-11am)

1269 East Main St.,downtown Lavonia
(706) 499-8255

 

Stephens County Extension Service
Wed and Sat, (7am to 12pm) North Broad

Street in Toccoa.
 

Hartwell Farmers Market
Benson Street at Hartwell Sun

April through Dec Tues 12-4; Saturday 7-12
www.hartwellfarmersmarket.com
(706) 376-7505 Shirley Johnson 

 

Anderson County Farmers Marker 
402 N. Murry Ave., Saturdays in May  

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th (10am-2pm)  
June - November Tues, Thur, & Sat (8am - 1pm)  

Sharon Nicometo (864) 231-1924 

Anderson Jockey Lot & Farmers Market
4530 Hwy 29 N., Belton

Open year round, Sat.7am-5pm,  
Sun. 8am-5pm

Clemson Area Food Exchange (CAFE)
On line ordering, five local pick up options 

Open year round:
www.clemsonareafoodexchange.com  

(Lance Howard, (864) 372-9004

Clemson Farmers’ Market 
Patrick Square Village Green

(578 Issaqueena Trail) 
May 3rd - Sept 27th Thursdays  

(3:00pm - 6:00pm)   
Kathi Dimmock (864) 654-3918

Kathi.dimmock@att.net
www.clemsonfarmersmarket.org

 

Berry Acres
Strawberry, blueberry & blackberry season 

Mon - Sat 8am-6pm; call before coming
updates on facebook, (864)224-5441, 

berryacresllc@gmail.com 
Brett & Angie Edelen

 

Seneca Farmers Market
(Main St. at Norton Thompson Park) 

May 31st - October,  
Tues,Thur & Sat (6am - 12pm)    

Ed Halbig (864) 885-2726 

Six Mile Farmers Market
(At the old Fire Station, 102 S, Main St.)

Thur (4pm - 7pm) throughout the summer 
months, starting May 15

James Hayes, (864) 650-5078
James_hayes@sixmilesc.org

Pendleton Farmers Market
Village Square, Pendleton
June 4-Sept 30 9am-1pm

 
Westminster Tuesday Farmers Market  

(Under the gazebo at the Depot)
June - Oct. (4pm -7pm) 

Sandra Powell (864) 647-5316
 

Foothills Heritage Market
178 Hayfield Road, Westminster  

(Across from Blue Ridge Electric Co-Op)
May16 - Nov. 1 (8am - 12pm) 
Nathan Hall (864) 324-4231

 

Split Creek Farm
3806 Centerville Rd., Anderson

Mon. – Sat. 9am - 6pm; Sun. 2pm - 5pm  
www.splitcreek.com   

Tours and Open year round, Evin Evans 
(864) 287-3921

Buy From Your Local Farmers & Markets
Summer has started and there’s plenty of local produce available near where you live.   These farms provide a portion of their weekly harvest for a fee.  Contact the farm 

directly to find out hours, costs, when the season starts, etc.
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Call For A Free EstimateCall For A Free Estimate  706-377-4891706-377-4891
Hartwell, GA 30643   Email: angiejohnson@jandsshoreline.com

www.jandsshoreline.comwww.jandsshoreline.com

SHORELINE SHORELINE 
RENOVATION!RENOVATION!

• Dock Repair• Dock Repair
• Mobile Dock Welding &• Mobile Dock Welding &
  Gangway Wheel Systems  Gangway Wheel Systems
• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading• Underbrushing / Lot Clearing / Grading
• Lake Cove Dredging• Lake Cove Dredging
• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation• Concrete Cart Path & Pathway Installation
• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair• FloatAir Boatlifts Installed & Repair

Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock Erosion Control - Granite Rip Rap & Tennessee River Rock 
Available with Shoreline StepsAvailable with Shoreline Steps

Tennessee Crab Orchard StepsTennessee Crab Orchard Steps Tennessee River RockTennessee River RockConcrete Pathway &Concrete Pathway &
TN Crab Orchard StepsTN Crab Orchard Steps

Dock RestorationDock Restoration
BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

Granite Rip Rap Granite Rip Rap 
& Granite Steps & Granite Steps 

with Rampswith Ramps

Authorized Dealer
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Anderson County is proud to welcome 
residents, family, friends, and visitors to the 
20th annual Celebrate Anderson festival on 
Sunday, September 2. This free Labor Day 
event will take place at the Anderson Sports 

and Entertainment Center, 3027 Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Boulevard in Anderson. The 
free festival starts at 1:00 PM with family ac-
tivities. Gates open at the William A. Floyd 
Amphitheater at 5:00 PM, where country 

star Josh Turner per-
forms at 8:30, followed 
by a fireworks show to 
close out the night.

Celebrate Ander-
son features multi-plat-
inum MCA Nashville 
recording artist Josh 
Turner, one of country 
music’s most recogniz-
able hit-makers. With 
a rich, deep voice and 
distinctive style, Turner 
has sold more than 8 
million units, is a disci-
ple of traditional coun-
try music and one of 
the youngest members 
of the esteemed Grand 
Ole Opry. From his 
2003 platinum-selling 
debut Long Black Train 
to his most recent 2017 
Billboard No. 1 release, 
Deep South, Turner 
has garnered multiple 
GRAMMY, CMA and 
ACM nominations. Turner’s hits include 
“Your Man,” “Why Don’t We Just Dance,” 
“Firecracker and “Time Is Love,” the 
most played country song of 2012. Turn-
er released his sixth studio album Deep 
South in March featuring the #1 hit single 
“Hometown Girl.” The Hannah, SC native 
has created a scholarship fund to assist stu-
dents interested in pursuing a future in arts 
and music.

The Celebrate-Fun-Zone on the front 
lawn of the Civic Center will be open from 
1 PM to 5 PM to allow kids of all ages to 
play on large inflatables, along with other 

festive family activities. Gates open at the 
William A. Floyd Amphitheater at 5 PM, 
when Anderson’s very own TL Hanna Jazz 
Band takes the stage to kick off the concert. 
After the Josh Turner concert performance 
at 8:30, all guests are invited to enjoy a free 
holiday fireworks show at the Amphitheater.

Celebrate Anderson is presented by 
Michelin, Davis & Floyd, Anderson County, 
Blue Ridge Electric Co-op, Commercial Met-
als and GMC.

This event is FREE and open to the pub-
lic. Concessions will be available for purchase. 
Guests may bring blankets and chairs for the 
concert. No coolers, tents or pets, please.  <

Betty Snowden, Commander of 
Golden Corner Lakes Sail & Pow-
er Squadron – America’s Boating 

Club®, received a Proclamation from Seneca 
Mayor Dan Alexander honoring Safe Boat-
ing Week, May 19-25. National Safe Boat-
ing Week is observed to bring attention to 
important life-saving tips for recreational 
boaters so that they can have a safer, more 
fun experience out on the water throughout 

the year.  On average, 650 people die each 
year in boating-related accidents in the U.S.  
Approximately 80 percent of these are fatali-
ties caused by drowning.  The vast majority 
of these accidents are caused by human er-
ror or poor judgment and not by the boat, 
equipment or environmental factors.  A sig-
nificant number of boaters who lose their 
lives would be alive today had they worn 
their life jackets. The Proclamation received 

from the Mayor is in support of the goals of 
the Safe Boating Campaign during National 
Safe Boating Week and the start of the year-
round effort to promote safe boating. The 
Proclamation urges all those who boat to 
practice safe boating habits and to wear a 
life jacket at all times when boating.  

For information about membership 
and activities of the Squadron, visit gclsaps.
com.”  <

You know the feeling. The family has been 
on the lake all day fishing and swimming and ev-
eryone is tired, but you still must feed everyone, 
including some family friends who tagged along. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to pull your boat alongside a 
dock and just eat right there on Lake Hartwell? 
Well, you can, you know. Check-out these restau-
rants and eateries that serve the boating public:

•	 The Grill, 150 Clemson Marina Drive, 
Seneca 864-653-6767, Buoy S89

•	 Pixie and Bill’s, 1058 Tiger Boulevard, 
Clemson 864-654-1210, Buoy S95

•	 Tiger Cove Campground and Grill (pri-
vate, $10.00 membership), 4023 White-
hall Road, Anderson 864-255-5993, Buoy 
DC4

•	 The Swamp Bar and Grill, 1615 Reed 
Creek Highway, Hartwell 706-376-5105, 
Buoy LLC3

•	 Tilly’s Tiki Bar and Grill, 1476 Harbor 
Lights Marina Road, Lavonia 706-356-
0727. 

•	 NAMI, 1629 Marina Road, Anderson 
864-287-3219, Buoy S30-S31 

•	 The Gallery, 1629 Marina Road, Anderson 
864-287-3215, Buoy S30-S31

•	 The Local Pub and Eatery, 1500 Provi-
dence Church Road, Anderson 864-844-
9244, Buoy S10
Be sure and check opening and closing 

times and whether the restaurants have a dress 
code.  <

“Celebrate Anderson” Welcomes Country Music Star 
Josh Turner September 2 at the Anderson Sports and 

Entertainment Center

Golden Corner Lakes Sail & Power Squadron Receives Proclamation from Seneca Mayor

Summer Dockside Dining by Boat on Lake Hartwell

Betty Snowden Commander of GCLSPS-ABC and Seneca Mayor Dan Alexander
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Mark your calendar on July 21 and 22 for the 
return of wake and surf board competition on Hart-
well Lake. Local watersports centers J C Watersports 
and Strickland Marine Center will once again help 
sponsor this exciting competition, which gets bigger 
and better each year, according to Shane Hammond, 
the South Carolina coordinator of the event.

Online application information is available 
at www.intleague.com/southcarolina. The entry 
fee for adults is $35. Singing Pines Campground 
is located at 6001 U.S. Highway 29 South in Starr, 

SC. The popular rec-
reation area offers 
watersports, fishing, 
as well as camping 
and cookout activities 
along with the waters-
ports competitions.

The INT League 
promotes wakeboard-
ing, waterskiing, knee-
boarding and wake-

skating by turning these 
fun activities into sport. 
From its early begin-
nings the INT League 
has grown to com-
petitions in 27 states 
around the country 
hosting over 250 events 
each year. The League 
stresses that you do not 
have to be an expert to 

enter the competition. There are divisions based on 
age and ability. The mission of the group is to orga-
nize and promote grass roots watersports events in 
a non-intimidating environment, in the manner of 
Little League baseball, say event organizers. All that 
is needed to participate is a completed application, a 
board or skis and a life jacket. There is no charge for 
spectators to watch the competition. Organizers ask 
that dogs be on a leash. For more information call 
Shane at 864-444-7128.  <

The Hart County Chamber of Commerce 
announced recently the return of Pro Water-
cross Racing at Hartwell Lake on August 11 and 
12. The event represents the fifth phase of com-
petition before the National Championship in 

Charleston, WV a week later.
Racers can reach speeds of 90 mph as they 

maneuver to gain points that will put them in 

position to become the champion. Competitors 
from all over the nation will be on hand for the 
August racing program and event organizers say 
racers will be available to fans for autographs 
and photos. Food, merchandise vendors and 

water activities for the chil-
dren will also be provided. 
Admission is $5 per person 
with kids six and under ad-
mitted free. Racing begins at 
10:00 am and continues until 
about 4:00 pm both days.

Those interested in 
renting vendor booths 
should contact the Hart 
County Chamber of Com-

merce, 706-376-8590 or email hartchamber@
hartcom.net for more information. Pro Water-
cross has become the largest and most popular 

watercross series in the country, said event pro-
moters. Positive economic impacts for hotels, 
restaurants and other businesses have resulted 
when watercross events, such as this one, hap-
pen during this time of year, say event officials. 
Long Point Recreation Area is in Hart County, 
Georgia near the city of Hartwell. From U.S. 29 
turn on to Old Highway 29 and follow the road 

until it ends at Hartwell Lake. The recreation 
area amenities include boat ramps, restrooms, 
picnic areas and playgrounds, which are handi-
cap accessible.  <

INT League Amateur Watersports Competition Set for Singing Pines

Wet ‘n Wild Weekend Returns to Long Point Recreation Area
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By Georgia Wildlife  
Resources Divisions

Picture this - you are drifting down the 
river in your kayak, casually paddling along. 
Nice, right? Know what would make it better? 
Adding in a fishing license for a great day of 
action-packed angling! Need extra incentive? 
All new license customers between June 1 and 
July 31 will be entered to win one of two amaz-
ing guided fishing trips that include gear and 
accommodations! 

“There is no shortage of great outdoor 
resources to visit in Georgia,” says Rusty Gar-
rison, Director for the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources’ Wildlife Resources Di-
vision. “From our amazing North Georgia 
mountains with cold trout streams, to middle 
Georgia’s mighty rivers, to the coast with salt-
water species waiting on you to throw out a 
line, you are sure to only better enhance your 
outdoor experience by adding in a fishing li-
cense!”

The winning license holder will get to 
choose one of the following fabulous fishing op-
portunities:

•	 TROUT: gear, guide, accommoda-
tions

•	 BASS: gear, accommodations, and a 
guide with boat on the reservoir of 
your choice (such as Lanier, Carters, 
etc.)

•	 STRIPER: gear, accommodations, and 

a guide with boat on the river or res-
ervoir of your choice (such as Lanier, 
Carters, etc.)

•	 WALLEYE: gear, accommodations, 
and a guide with boat on the North 
Georgia reservoir of your choice 
(such as Lanier, Carters, etc.)

•	 TARPON: gear, accommodations, 
and a guide with boat for saltwater 
fishing

The opportunity to win the Fishing Trip 
Giveaway is open to anyone that creates a new 
customer account and purchases any license 
(fishing, 1-day combo, hunting, Lands Pass, 
etc.). Account creation and license purchase 
must occur between midnight June 1 and mid-
night July 31. There will be drawings for two 
winners, one at the end of June, and the other at 
the end of July. Winners will be announced via 
the Georgia WRD social media channels, and 
contacted directly.

“One great way to grab an entry into this 
contest is to purchase a youth sportsman’s li-
cense for your child. Starting their customer 
account and purchasing this $15 license gives 
your 12-15 year old sportsman’s license privi-
leges through their 17th birthday – a $70 value 
- providing a fantastic advantage to your kid 
and a chance at winning an awesome trip as a 
terrific bonus!” said Garrison.

For more information about how to win, 
visit https://georgiawildlife.com/fishing-trip-
giveaway.  <

By Georgia Department of  
Natural Resources

Waterfowl hunters can begin making 
season plans now that the 2018-2019 migra-
tory bird season hunting dates and regulations 
were recently approved by the Board of Natu-
ral Resources.   

“The 2018-19 migratory bird hunting 
season will remain similar to previous years, 
including an early teal hunting season and 
special youth hunting days,” said Greg Balk-
com, state waterfowl biologist for the Wild-
life Resources Division. “There is one small 
change this year, and it affects the pintail bag 
limit. The daily bag limit for pintails has been 
increased to two this year, up from one last 
year.”

Some need-to-know dates and details for 
waterfowl season are the September Canada 
goose season (Sept. 1-30) and the September 
teal season (Sept. 8-23).  Canada goose hunting 
has three additional seasons: Oct. 13-27, Nov. 
17–25 and Dec. 8 - Jan. 27.  Hunting season 
for ducks is Nov. 17-25 and Dec. 8-Jan. 27.    A 
complete summary of migratory bird hunting 
season dates and bag limits is online at www.
georgiawildlife.com/hunting/regulations.  

Youth Waterfowl Days are Nov. 10-11, 
2018.  On these two days, youth age 17 or 
younger may hunt specific migratory birds, 
such as ducks, Canada geese and mergansers, 
as long as they are accompanied by an adult 
of at least 18 years of age (only the youth may 
hunt).  

State license fees help support wildlife 
conservation in Georgia.  The state receives 
federal funds from the Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration program, based on a num-
ber of factors, including the number of paid 
sporting licenses.  In Georgia, these funds are 

approximately $14 million a year and have 
helped restore habitat and improve wildlife 
populations, among other conservation ef-
forts. Hunters may purchase licenses online 
at www.GoOutdoorsGeorgia.com by phone 
at 1-800-366-2661 or at more than 800 license 
agent locations.

For more information, visit www.geor-
giawildlife.com/hunting/regulations.  <

Reprint from the US Army Corps of 
Engineers Savannah District

SAVANNAH, Ga. – Col. Daniel H. Hibner 
will take command of the Savannah District, 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, from Col. Mar-
vin L. Griffin, in a formal ceremony at 10 a.m., 
June 8.

Brig. Gen. Diana M. Holland, command-
er of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ South 
Atlantic Division, will officiate at the formal 
change-of-command ceremony in the Ogletho-
rpe Auditorium of the International Trade and 
Convention Center on Hutchinson Island.

Hibner comes to the Savannah District 
from U.S. Central Command Headquarters 
at MacDill Air Force Base, in Tampa, Florida. 
There he served as the Levant Branch Chief in 
the Plans and Policy Directorate working on is-
sues covering portions of Syria and Iraq.

Hibner has served multiple deployments to 
Iraq as a company commander, brigade combat 
team operations officer and as a battalion com-
mander. He has also served in various assign-
ments at Fort Stewart, Georgia; Fort Carson, 
Colorado; Schofield Barracks, Hawaii; and the 
New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

He recently attended the Joint Advanced 
Warfighting School Senior Service College, Nor-
folk, Virginia. Hibner holds a Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Construction Management from Purdue 
University, a Master of Science in Engineering 
Management from the Missouri University of 
Science and Technology, a Master of Military 
Arts and Science from the School of Advanced 
Military Studies, a Master of Science in Cam-
paign Planning and Strategy from the National 
Defense University, and is a Project Manage-
ment Professional.

Griffin took command of the Savannah 
District in June 2015. Later this summer he will 
deploy to Afghanistan as the Chief Engineer for 
Resolute Support operations.

During his tenure in command of the Sa-
vannah District, he oversaw the deepening of 
the outer half of the Savannah Harbor and the 
removal of the Back River tide gate, both part of 
the Savannah Harbor Expansion Project.

Also during this period the District re-
moved the Civil War ironclad CSS Georgia from 
the shipping channel. Other aspects of the har-
bor deepening took significant strides toward 
completion. His previous assignments include 
deployments to Operation Enduring Freedom- 
Afghanistan, Operation Iraqi Freedom and to 
Operation Joint Guardian in Kosovo.

The Savannah District maintains the deep 
water harbors in Savannah and Brunswick, 
Georgia, and it leads the effort to deepen the Sa-
vannah harbor. The District manages a multi-

Win Big by Purchasing Your First License Waterfowl Hunters: Dates and Season 
Regulations Approved for 2018-19

Savannah District’s New Commander

continued on page 17
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By Vince Jackson

Hartwell Lake is at finally full pond. Along 
with this abundance of water comes a much-
needed refreshing of wetlands, creeks and damp 
places. Water triggers a breeding response in the 
frog population, especially the tree frogs. You 
may have noticed frog sounds being more com-
mon this year.

There are numerous tree frogs present 
along Hartwell Lake, the most common being 
the southern cricket frog, green tree frog, spring 
peeper, gray tree frog and a variety of chorus 
frogs. Their singing can be heard from early eve-
ning, throughout the nighttime, and until dawn.

Listen for the “beep” sound of the green 
tree frog after a rainstorm, or the dog-like bark 
of a barking tree frog late at night. The gray tree 
frog has a loud “trilling” sound that can be very 
distracting at close range. I had one just outside 
my window last summer. It attracted a mate 
and spawned in my goldfish pond, producing 
hundreds of swimming tadpoles in a very short 

time. What was interesting was after emerging 
the young frogs dispersed never to be seen again.

Spring peepers crank-up their singing in 
early spring and are frequently present in great 
numbers, calling in unison, loud and long, into 
the night. Cold weather does not deter these 
hardy amphibians from their appointed duties 
as they sometimes continue to sing even during 
near-freezing temperatures.

Seeing tree frogs can be difficult, but a good 
flashlight is a must. Approach singing frogs 
slowly and look among the leaves and limbs un-
til you spot one, then watch as they inflate their 
throat and belt out almost unbelievable sounds. 
During the day gray tree frogs may be found in 
the crotch of trees close to the ground, but you 
really must look closely because they look just 
like the bark.

Bull frogs, leopard frogs and other the larg-
er varieties are also more common this year. En-
joy their sounds and search for frog calls online 
to help identify what you are hearing.  <

Recent Rains Bring an Abundance of Frogs

By Preston Harden

The Lake is full, the weather is hot 
and the fish are going deeper. Hybrids 
and stripers are migrating from the 
upper Lake to the lower Lake. Good 
electronics are key to locating schools 
of fish. The thermocline pushes them 
toward the lower Lake where there is 
no thermocline and the water quality is 
better. Locating fish is the hard part as 
they are always moving. Blue back Her-
ring lowered to the depth of the schools 
should produce quickly. Artificial such as 
big spoons and jigs with soft plastics will 
work but require more work. As the water 

gets hotter in late summer working the 
bait or artificial up and down through the 
schools will get bit.

Largemouth and spotted bass mi-

grate to the deeper water as it gets 
hotter. Look for them around brush 
piles and 15 to 30 feet deep. Throw 
top water plugs over the brush piles 
from a distance. If you do not get hit, 
go over the brush with your sonar.  
If you see fish on your sonar, drop 
something in their living room. A 
drop shot or a shaky head fished 
vertically is a good option to get 
bit. Other game fish like catfish and 
crappie also move to deeper water 

until the water starts to cool in the fall. 
Then the migration reverses towards 
shallow water.  <

Hartwell Lake Fishing Forecast Summer to Fall 2018

million dollar military construction program 
at 11 Army and Air Force installations in 
Georgia and North Carolina, and oversees 
water resources and development activities in 
Georgia and portions of South Carolina.

The District also oversees civil projects 
including dams and lakes Hartwell, Russell 
and Thurmond on the Georgia-South Caroli-

na border; and environmental and regulatory 
permits for Georgia.

The Savannah District supports world-
wide missions related to real estate, master 
planning, and construction of barracks and 
other facilities to enhance overseas contingen-
cy operations. The District traces its heritage 
in Savannah to 1829.  <

Savannah District’s New Commander – continued from pg. 16
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